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Foreword

This attempt to trace the ancestry of the Thomas and Bridges families has been put together after more than four years of frequently interesting, sometimes fascinating and often frustrating research. During that time I have pored over many pages of court records, most of them painstakingly hand written on paper now yellowed with age, as well as checked many volumes of historical and genealogical references in libraries and state archives in several parts of Kentucky, Tennessee, North Carolina and Virginia. I have also corresponded with numerous relatives, near relatives and kinfolk I previously didn’t know I had. I also have corresponded with many complete but sympathetic strangers from various parts of the United States.

More specifically, the search for information about our ancestors led me to historic Jamestown, Virginia, where John Thomas, the emigrant who started it all, arrived to become the first Thomas in America. It also led me to nearby Williamsburg, in York County, where, on the shore by the murky waters of Queens Creek, that same ancestor, after a storm interrupted trip across the Atlantic, settled and raised his family. While in Virginia, I also criss-crossed Nansemond County, early-day “Thomas Country” where John Thomas’s descendants settled, and historic Isle of Wight County where Joseph, our Bridger emigrant ancestor, lived and died. Also in Virginia, near Smithfield, I reverently inspected St. Luke’s, the “Old Brick Church,” said to have been built under supervision of a member of the Bridger family, where many Bridger descendants worshipped, and where, in front of the chancel, is buried the remains of Joseph Bridger.

In North Carolina, I walked along sandy trails in Chowan County where Joseph Thomas lived for a time during his migration from Nansemond County, Virginia, to Bertie County, North Carolina, where he lived and died. In the latter county, I roamed along both sides of the brackish waters of the Cashie River where, with a certain feeling of awe, I walked where our Thomas ancestors had walked over a century and a half ago. In this area, too, lived the Barnes and Standley families to whom we also have ancestral roots. Farther north I walked along the Meherrin River where once lived William Bridger. It was he who, following a precident set by his father, Joseph Bridger, Jr., changed the spelling of the family name to Bridgers, beginning a progression that in time became Bridges, the way it is spelled in Kentucky today.

Descendants of William Bridgers moved eventually, to a site on Fishing Creek in Edgecombe County, and later, to Tyancoca Swamp in the same county, where lived our Kentucky ancestor, Drury Bridgers, and his father William. This area, called simply Cokey Swamp today, is only a few miles from the present day city of Rocky Mount. There too lived the Cohoon (later spelled Calhoun) and Flowers families, also a branch of our ancestral chart. Thanks to a Bridgers descendant who also traces his ancestry back to Joseph Bridger, I was able to walk where Drury and his family walked in the late 1700’s before they left North Carolina for Kentucky.

Then, to make it complete, I traveled over practically every mile of the way from Cashie River, Fishing Creek and Cokey Swamp Country in North Carolina, to Donaldson and Beechy Fork creeks in Kentucky, in order to look, marvel and wonder how James Thomas and Drury Bridges and their families ever made it to Kentucky at all.

In my research I found that the trails of our Thomas and Bridges lines crossed many times in Virginia and North Carolina. Both families were active in the affairs of the Old Brick Church near Smithfield, and graves of Thomas and Bridger members can be found in the adjacent cemetery. William Bridgers and Joseph Thomas lived not very far apart in Bertie County, but amazingly enough, I found no indication that the two ever knew each other.

John Thomas, emigrant, came to Virginia in 1610; Joseph Bridger came more than 40 years later. The Thomas line originated in Wales; the Bridger line came from England. The ancestry of both families reaches back into the dim recesses of British history, traced with reasonable accuracy beyond the mid 1500’s.

There are many questions yet to be answered about the life and times of the Thomas and Bridges families prior to their arrival in Kentucky. Research is complicated by the fact that other Thomas lines soon followed ours to America. One came to Plymouth, Massachusetts in the 1620’s, and descendants scattered throughout New England. Others came to Virginia and the Carolinas. A Bridges line settled in Virginia several years before Joseph Bridger came, and those descendants also migrated to North Carolina.

It is only fitting at this point to give credit to those who helped and otherwise encouraged me in the compilation of this material. Without their substantial assistance, it would not be nearly as complete.

My thanks go especially to Captain Henry C. Bridgers, Jr., and to Miss Mary Hamilton, for taking time to check much of this manuscript, as well as for supplying many important bits of information; Mrs. Adam Koch; Mrs. Herbert Sumner, Mrs. John Hughes, Mrs. John Alex Thomas, Mrs. Eugene Sumner, Mrs. Rumsey Alexander, Olen Ray Thomas, Thomas Jones, H. M. Thomas, Robert M. Thomas, Allison W. Thomas, all Thomas and/or Bridges descendants of varying degrees; my sister, Mrs. Ruby T. Hinson, upon whose memory, family picture collection and scrapbook I have heavily relied; John S. Thomas, grandson of Perry Thomas, whose family records and relics are a veritable Thomas museum; Hugh Johnston, genealogist and Thomas family descendant; Joseph Inman, genealogist and president, The Jamestowne Society; Mrs. M. B. Gilliam, attorney and authority on land titles; and Miss Evelyn Dale, assistant curator, The Filson Club, who located the first reference book to start me on the right track.

For technical assistance in production of this book, I wish to thank Don E. MacGregor, William C. Tayse, C. Norman Beasley, William R. Heffren and M. J. RoBards, all of Louisville.

Most of all, I want to thank my wife, Thelma, for her patience, understanding and encouragement during the past four years.

—Edison H. Thomas Louisville, Ky.




Coats of Arms

The Thomas and Bridger Coats of Arms, reproduced in this book have been carefully researched. The Thomas Arms is that of the Thomas family of Wales. Numerous other branches of the Thomas family have Coat of Arms resembling it. This is the most widely used of all Thomas Coats of Arms, and “The Thomas Book,” published in New York in 1896, records it as the Arms of Sir Rhys ap Thomas, Knight of the Garter. Many Thomases of America descended from him as did numerous allied lines. This Arms has been used for generations by other American branches of the Thomas family including descendants of the Thomas families of Virginia, North Carolina and Kentucky.

The Bridger Coat of Arms is also very old and was brought to America by Joseph Bridger when he came in 1653. It was used by the family in Gloucester, England. Just what the crabs represent, or, for that matter, what the crows represent on the Thomas Arms, is not known. Crests of both Arms are available, however the Thomas crest varies. Some have the bird standing on a small section of tree branch with wings outspread. Other do not include the branch. The Bridger crest also includes a ducal coronet — gold crown with a crab above.

These Arms are described in Burke’s General Armory, Burke’s Landed Gentry, Burke’s Peerage and Baronetage, and other reliable works on heraldry, in some cases accompanied by illustrations and pedigrees.
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James Thomas II of Bertie County, North Carolina, was the first Thomas to settle permanently in what is now Trigg County, Kentucky.

When he migrated to the state in the summer of 1806, with his wife Mary (Standley) Thomas and their six children, the area on Donaldson Creek, which he chose for his home, was then a part of Christian County.1 Kentucky became a state in 1792 and Christian County was formed from Logan County in 1796. In 1820 Trigg County was formed from Christian County and a small part of Caldwell County.2

James Thomas II was born in 1762 in Bertie County, North Carolina, son of James Thomas, I, and Sarah (Barnes) Thomas.3 He grew up on part of the plantation that his grandfather Joseph Thomas had bought after migrating to North Carolina from Nansemond County, Virginia in 1728.4 The original plantation was located about five miles southeast of Windsor, the county seat, on the south side of the Cashie River.

When James Thomas I died in 1780, he bequeathed his estate to his seven children. James II, youngest of the three sons, and his mother, Sarah (Barnes) Thomas, inherited the plantation which consisted of over 400 acres.5

Some six months after his father died, James II became 19 years of age. At that time, the State of North Carolina, along with the rest of the Colonies, was at war with Great Britain—the Revolution. North Carolina furnished over 17,000 of its young men to serve in the Continental Army;6 James Thomas II was one of them.

He enlisted May 2, 17817 and served under the overall command of General Nathaniel Greene. He was assigned to the 10th Regiment, Captain Thomas Donoho’s Company, Col. Abraham Shepherd commanding.

Events of the war prior to James’ enlistment probably influenced him in his decision. The famed battle at King’s Mountain was fought in October 1780, just about a month before James Thomas I died. The battle of Cowpens took place January 16, 1781, and was followed March 15, by the battle at Guilford Court House, thus all North Carolina was in an uproar over a war that was taking place on its very doorsteps. Two months after the battle at Guilford Court House, James Thomas II enlisted.

He spent his time in service with General Greene’s army in skirmishes against the British, mostly in South Carolina. It has been said that Gen. Greene’s supreme contribution to the ending of the war was his army’s conquest of most of South Carolina and Georgia in 1781.

The war officially ended at Yorktown Virginia, in October 1781 but James Thomas II served until May 2, 1782 after which he returned home to the plantation on the Cashie River.

Affairs at the plantation had come to a virtual standstill during the year James had been away in the army. Ezekiel, his oldest brother, had married before the war and had a wife, a child on the way, and his own plantation to think about; certainly he could not have been expected to give adequate care to another plantation. Luke, James’ other brother, had moved away in 1777, three years before his father died. With only James’ mother, Sarah (Barnes) Thomas, and his three sisters at home, the plantation had become sadly neglected. Thus after his return, his big job was to get the run-down plantation back into production.

Another concern of James was Mary Standley, the girl he eventually was to marry. The Standley family was one of the early settlers in the Cashie River country, having lived there since before 1718, several years prior to the time Bertie became a county, and some 10 years before James’ grandfather, Joseph Thomas, had settled on property across the Cashie near the banks of the Roanoke. Likely James and Mary had grown up together; probably they had attended the same little country church on Sundays and the same school during the week days. James probably had begun his courtship before he went away to fight the British, if not, he certainly began it shortly after his return. That courtship through necessity, set somewhat of a record for longevity—nearly eight years. With a mother and three sisters to support, James was not in position, certainly for a few years at least, to take on the support of a wife, so he waited. Meanwhile, in 1787, five years after James returned home, his sister, Sarah, married the first of her three husbands. It likely was sometime during the summer of 1790, that James’ mother, Sarah (Barnes) Thomas died. Thus James felt free to marry Mary Standley. The wedding took place on September 6, 1790, with Whitmell Whiteacre, a friend and neighbor, as their security,8 and James moved his bride into the big plantation house to live. It was the original structure that had been built by his father, James I, after he and Sarah Barnes had married back in 1751. Built of sturdy logs, many of them walnut, rooms had been added to the basic structure in the ensuing years in order to accommodate James I’s family of seven — three boys and four girls.

James’ other two sisters married within the next two years — Laodicea in 1791 and Lydia in 1792. The 1790 “Heads of Families of North Carolina,” lists James Thomas as head of the family with two adult females and one male under one year of age.9 The 1790 census was not completed until late in 1791, so this listing included James, his wife Mary, his sister Lydia, and his first child, Cullen. Five more children would be born to the family of James and Mary Thomas within the next 14 years, all of them breathing their first breath in the big plantation house near the Cashie River. Their seventh and last child would be born over 650 miles away in Kentucky.

In this peaceful setting, a quiet plantation in North Carolina where he returned after having gone through the ravages of war to help preserve freedom and establish a new nation, one wonders why James Thomas was not content to spend the rest of his days there. No family tradition has been handed down as to why James migrated to Kentucky, but it isn’t difficult to understand what went on in the minds of the people of the coastal states in the period that followed the Revolution. Had the Colonies lost the war the story might have been different, but they won. And to make things even more promising after the war was over, Alexander Martin, governor of North Carolina in 1783, told his people: “Nothing now remains but to enjoy the fruits of uninterrupted Constitutional freedom!”10

This expression of newly-won independence of the Colonies was fine except that, when the war ended, people were in poverty, society was in disorder, and morals and manners were at a low ebb. Some 350,000 people in North Carolina’s 47 counties were face to face with such grim truths as a weak and inefficient state government, unsatisfactory local government, political strife, bitterness and economic depression. It was in this unhappy state of affairs that James Thomas II returned to civilian life and attempted to get his plantation on a sound footing again.

James Thomas and many other veterans of the state and Continental militia, had made tremenduous physical and financial sacrifices to fight for North Carolina, and now the state leaders, rightfully so, felt a moral and legal obligation to them. The urgency of relief measures, the empty state treasury, and the abundance of vast acres of land in the west seemed to point to only one solution—land grants to soldiers.

For several years prior to the Revolution, some of this vast uncharted land had been penetrated by venturesome explorers who braved the wilds of the wilderness and the wrath of the Indians to discover what was beyond the mountains.

These men brought back glowing tales of vast areas of fertile land, rich loam many feet deep, bearing dense forests of oak and poplar, trees often 10 feet in diameter and towering aloft a hundred feet or more before they branched. Indeed, thousands of acres of land in Kentucky and Tennessee—at that time, still parts of their mother states, Virginia and North Carolina—were dangled temptingly in front of veterans living in the coastal plains, as a veritable paradise which was theirs for the taking.

Virginia offered her soldiers the public lands in what was Kentucky county. In North Carolina, the bonus act of 1780 was passed, setting aside a military reservation and this was followed two years later by a supplementary act, which granted lands to soldiers and officers ranging from 640 acres for each private soldier to 12,000 acres for each brigadier general. A commission was appointed in 1782 to survey and lay off lands according to the soldier claims. Thus James Thomas could have qualified for a generous portion of free land in the central part of what later became Tennessee, apparently for the asking. Even if he did not want the land, he could have taken the title and sold it as thousands did. For some reason, he did neither. Apparently he was quite content to stay on the Cashie River, cultivate his tobacco and corn, and raise his family.

Although James refused to request that free land be staked out for him in Tennessee, it apparently did not discourage others. Hundreds of veterans eagerly sought their land bonus and emigrants began to stream in increasing numbers toward the west. This exodus began shortly after the surrender of General Cornwallis to General Washington at Yorktown, Va., in October 1781, and continued well into the early 1800’s. Settlers left almost daily from widely scattered sections of both Virginia and North Carolina and many who lived in James Thomas’ home county of Bertie, began to pack their belongings and dispose of their land in preparation for the big migration west. Dozens of wagons in trains also rumbled westward from Edgecombe, Nash, Northampton, and many other counties throughout North Carolina, bearing settlers and families heading west for a new home. Many would prosper; others would find the going extremely difficult.

Still James Thomas waited. Meanwhile, in 1792 Kentucky became the 15th state, and four years later — 1796—Tennessee became the 16th state.

By 1790 much of the good land in the eastern and central portions of both Kentucky and Tennessee had been gobbled up by the early settlers and by that time, James Thomas had definitely decided that he would have nothing to do with the free land offered in Tennessee by his home state of North Carolina.11 * *

Today, family speculation is that James Thomas made no attempt to accept free land in the west because he had promised to take care of his sisters until they were married, and his mother as long as she lived. His mother owned a third of the plantation which James would inherit when she died.12

Whatever the reason, it was 18 years after he had returned home from serving in the Revolution before James Thomas expressed serious interest in going to Kentucky. This likely came about from an Act of the General Assembly of the new state of Kentucky, December 21, 1795. Prior to the establishment of Kentucky as a state, Virginia had reserved for her soldiers all lands in Kentucky south of the Green River, and until 1797 no person could enter a survey in this area unless he had been a Virginia soldier.13

When Kentucky as a sovereign state took over her vacant lands, the new legislation opened up this once reserved territory. Included was a vast amount of land bounded by a line from the head of the Green River in present day Lincoln County, south of Stanford, to the Cumberland Mountains, and west of these mountains to the North Carolina (now Tennessee) line, thence west to the Tennessee River to the present western boundary of Trigg County; down the Tennessee River to the Ohio, then along that stream to the mouth of the Green a few miles east of Henderson, Ky., and up the Green to the beginning.14

Green River is a meandering stream that runs to the Ohio River through or near present-day Kentucky towns of Livermore, Central City, Greenville, Morgantown, Munfordville, Greensburg, Campbellsville and Liberty. More than 40 counties were later carved from the area known as “Lands South of the Green River.”

The new state Act opened up this land to any person from any state who had a family and who was over 21 years of age. Such persons were entitled to not less than 100 acres or more than 200, but they must have been bona fide settlers on the land for one year before coming into actual possession.15 Likely, with this one final opportunity, James Thomas caught the enthusiasm of the other migrants. At last he would go to Kentucky, and he chose his new land in the vast area south of the Green River in Christian County. From Bertie County, North Carolina, it could not have been much more remote.

James Thomas acquired two tracts of land, one for 200 acres on Donaldson Creek and another, a 400 acre survey, near the headwaters of Bird’s Creek, approximately three miles northeast of the Donaldson site. The 200 acres on Donaldson Creek was a grant, certificate No. 3480 originally issued to James Hamilton October 18, 1798 in Christian County. The certificate was signed by Richard Young, Robert Mabry and James Brown. James Hamilton had served as a lieutenant in the Virginia line, and was issued certificate No. 687 by the Commonwealth of Virginia, for 2,666 2/3 acres of land in Kentucky County on May 30, 1783.16 Kentucky Land Office records indicate that James Hamilton acquired a number of other land grants throughout Kentucky on the strength of this original certificate, and became a land speculator, selling or otherwise disposing of these grants to settlers.

The grant acquired by James Thomas was surveyed for James Hamilton on June 19, 1799 by J. B. Mabry, deputy for Christian County’s surveyor, Young Ewing. However, four months later, Oct. 15, 1799, Hamilton transferred certificate No. 3480 and its survey to Samuel Watson. On January 1, 1801, Watson assigned the land to Benjamin Wilson.

James Thomas II and his family arrived in the Donaldson Creek valley in July 1806 and the following spring he acquired land grant certificate No. 3480 and survey from Benjamin Wilson. There is no record of the price he paid. Endorsement on the back of the original certificate reads: “I for value received, do sign the within platt and certificate to James Thomas as witness my hand this 4 day of March 1807, (signed) Benj. Wilson.” The property was described as: “. . .lying and being in the County of Christian on Donelson Creek17 and bounded as followeth, to wit: Beginning on the north side of the said creek at a post oak on the hillside marked J. H. running south one hundred and eighty poles by Lindsay’s line to a white oak and Spanish oak about 20 poles south of Lindsay’s corner thence west 180 poles to a hickory and whiteoak thence north 180 poles to a stake then east to the beginning.”18 To this day the land is referred to as the Watson tract.

A receipt from the auditor’s office dated December 9, 1808, for surveyor’s fee and taxes, reads: “Received of James Thomas, assignee, the Treasurer’s receipt for Seventy dollars and 90 cents, being in full a certificate, No. 3480 for 200 acres of land in Christian County granted to him by virtue of an act of assembly, entitled an act for encouraging and granting relief to settlers on the south of Green River.” It was signed by George Madison, auditor. The survey number was 6211.

The Bird’s Creek property was surveyed for George Wilcore on September 11, 1806, and James Thomas bought it from him. It was described as: “. . .lying on headwaters of Bird’s Creek, beginning at a post oak in or near the line of 2,500 acre survey made for the Shelby Academy, thence south 15 degrees east, 200 poles, to two black oaks and a post oak, thence south 75 degrees east, 320 poles to a black oak and post oak, thence north 15 degrees west, 200 poles to a stake thence north 75 degrees west 320 poles to the beginning.” John Breathitt, deputy surveyor made the survey for Edward Bradshaw, county surveyor, and witnesses were Caleb Lindsay and Josiah Skinner.
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RECEIPT from State Auditor’s office, Frankfort, Ky., dated December 9, 1808, shows that James Thomas paid $70.93 “in full” for his 200 acres of land on Donaldson.

The Donaldson Creek grant was recorded in Book 6, page 105, in the Kentucky Land Office at Frankfort on January 18, 1809, and was one of the first five grants surveyed on Donaldson Creek in what is now Trigg County. The Bird’s Creek survey, No. 6216, was recorded in Book 25, page 347 at Frankfort, March 26, 1822.

James Thomas was one of the first five permanent settlers on Donaldson Creek. The others were: Shadrach Futrell, John Craig, Basil Holland and Joel Cohoon. These men came from different parts of Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina and apparently had no connection with each other until they arrived in Kentucky and became neighbors on Donaldson Creek.

It is on record in the Kentucky Land Office at Frankfort that each of the four men, in addition to James Thomas, purchased or otherwise acquired land either from owners or speculators who had gotten the property by original land grants from Virginia or from Kentucky after it had become a state. Shadrach Futrell, ancestor of one of the Futrell lines in Trigg County, acquired his 200 acres from Caleb Lindsay of Orange County, Virginia, who received the grant October 17, 1798. It was surveyed January 14, 1799 and according to the endorsement on the certificate, Caleb Lindsay transferred the land to Shadrach Futrell on November 2, 1807. A native of Northampton County, North Carolina, Shadrach Futrell settled on land located east of that of James Thomas, on what is now known as the Skinner place. He eventually acquired additional acreage adjoining that tract. In 1822 his brother, Nathan Futrell, acquired land on Ford’s Creek on the west side of the Cumberland River just opposite and slightly upstream from the mouth of Donaldson Creek where, later, Shadrach joined him.

John Craig of Albemarle County, Virginia, settled in a short valley that branched southward from the Donaldson valley. The little stream that ran through his property is still called Craig’s Branch. The 200 acres assigned to him by William Ward, lay along the narrow confines of the valley on both sides of the stream.

Basil Holland, of Laurens County, South Carolina, acquired his 200 acres of land in 1803 from James Edmonston, an assignee of John Dempsey, for whom it was surveyed June 10, 1799. Dempsey, who had served three years as a soldier in the Virginia line, by ownership of certificate No. 960 from the Commonwealth of Virginia, dated June 20, 1783, had become a land speculator also. Basil Holland paid surveyor’s fee and tax of $91.83 and five mills. The property was located about a mile west of the James Thomas property.

Basil Holland died in the 1830’s and the property he owned was later acquired by James Thomas III. This land is located in the immediate vicinity of the present day Donaldson Creek Baptist Church.

Joel Cohoon’s 200 acres lay farther west near the Cumberland River, and his land, like that of James Thomas, Shadrach Futrell and Basil Holland, was also located on both sides of the waters of Donaldson Creek. Joel’s land was originally granted to Samuel Watson and had been assigned to Adam Young, John Edmonston and William Boren. He acquired it from the latter in 1807. This land is now submerged by the waters of Barkley Lake.

Joel Cohoon, a native of Edgecombe County, North Carolina, and a veteran of the Revolution, was brother of Charity (Cohoon) Bridges, wife of Drury Bridges, and ancestor of the Calhoun family in Trigg County.19

Just when the first settlers came to the Donaldson Creek area is not officially recorded, although William Henry Perrin, in his 1884 history of Trigg County, sets 1799 as the year that “. . .a small settlement was made on Donaldson Creek.”20 He listed the first settlers as John and Shadrach Futrell, Josiah (apparently Joshua) Lindsay and his brothers James L., Caleb and Carleton. However, Kentucky land office records do not wholly support this.

Settlers who later acquired land in the area were: Jonathan Ricks, ancestor of the Ricks family of Trigg County,21 and Charles Boren, both on Donaldson Creek, Richard Bell and John Wilson on Beechy Fork Creek.
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Allen Sholar of Bertie County, North Carolina, son of Laodicea (Thomas) Sholar and Benjamin Sholar, and nephew of James Thomas, II, acquired from James Lindsay, 200 acres in the valley at the head of Donaldson Creek. Benjamin was ancestor of the Sholar family of Trigg County. Isaac Sumner, ancestor of the Sumner family of Trigg County, acquired 213 acres on Beechy Fork Creek, and Drury Bridges of Edgecombe County, North Carolina, ancestor of the Bridges family of Trigg County (See Chapter 13, et seq.) acquired 85 1/2 acres on the same stream.

Land grant acreage in the valley was acquired in succeeding years by George Hargrove, Benjamin Wilson, James Dixon, John Allen and Daniel Cohoon, son of Joel. Probably the last free land grant on Donaldson Creek was 55 acres, surveyed November 11, 1814 for Ezekiel Thomas, Jr., nephew of James Thomas II, who had migrated two years before from Bertie County, N. C., with his brother Luke. This property was located adjacent to that of Shadrach Futrell.

Kentucky began to sell its public land in 1815 and warrants were issued to William Mashburn in 1818, John Craig in 1819, Levi Lancaster and Joshua Sholar, cousin of Allen Sholar, in 1821, and Christopher Pritchard in 1823.

Although there is no record of land grants or warrants, other families mentioned as early settlers in the Donaldson Creek valley were Whitmell Holland, Lawrence Killabrew and James and Allen Barnes. Some settled on land on both Donaldson and Beechy Fork creeks and did not seem to have been in a hurry to acquire it officially. Drury Bridges, for example, settled on 85 1/2 acres on Beechy Fork Creek22 in 1804, but ownership papers were not filed in Frankfort until January 6, 1815. Also, Joshua Lindsay had certificate No. 279 for 92 acres granted in 1802, but it was not recored at Frankfort until 1815 after the state had begun to sell its public lands.

Eventually a large part of the land in the Donaldson Creek valley and surrounding hills was acquired by descendants of James Thomas II. By the time his five sons had grown to maturity and acquired land, they collectively owned almost 4,000 acres, the nucleus of which was the original 200 acre survey made in 1799 at what is now the intersection of the Donaldson and Cadiz roads.

Today many descendants of the sons of James Thomas and those of other early settlers on Donaldson and Beechy Fork Creeks still own and reside on a large portion of the land in the valleys, much of it the original land grants.
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Chapter II: James Thomas leaves North Carolina for Kentucky
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The big question, after one wonders why James Thomas migrated to Kentucky, is which way did he travel from Bertie County, North Carolina, nearly 650 miles across a vast forested wilderness to Donaldson Creek in Christian County, Kentucky?

West was the general direction. Today the journey would be simple enough with a road map and an automobile. In 1806, James Thomas probably followed the crowd. By the time he was ready to leave North Carolina for Kentucky, the trail across the state had become well defined. Fact was, the trail was quite distinct all the way to Fort Nashboro, site of present day Nashville, on the Cumberland River in the middle of Tennessee. But despite the many settlers who had preceded them, the trail still was not an easy one.

James and Mary Thomas with their six children—Cullen, 15; Temperance, 13; Perry 9; Starkie 7; Mary 4, and James 2 (Mary was expecting her seventh child in the fall)—left their plantation on the Cashie River, certainly after the March rains were over, most likely in the latter part of April 1806. With them were several of their neighbors including some of the Barnes and Sholar families, all of whom formed a wagon train that moved slowly along the trail near the Cashie River to Windsor. From there the train wound into Edgecombe County where, at Tarboro, the settlers crossed the Tar River by ferry and continued westward across the state.1

Within a week, they were part of a much larger wagon train, many elements of which had come from the south near Elm City in Edgecombe, now Wilson County. They lumbered slowly along the dusty trail, at best, some 15 miles per day.

Today this trail site is roughly paralleled by U. S. highway 64 and state route 98 from Tarboro to Durham; U. S. Highway 70 to Greensboro; U. S. Highway 421 via Winston-Salem to Boone, then U. S. Highway 321 to Elizabethton, Tenn. More recent interstate highways also parallel the area.

In 1806 the trip from North Carolina to Kentucky by oxen-drawn wagons required at least three months depending upon the number of stops along the way. The trip across North Carolina was comparatively easy. From Bertie County, lying on the coastal plain near Albemarle Sound only a few feet above sea level, the trail led gently upward across the center of the Piedmont plateau. At the western edge of the Piedmont lay the Appalachian Mountains. Formidable obstacle to the trail was that part of the range known as Stone Mountains. It was a good days journey to the summit of this range, now part of the boundary between Tennessee and North Carolina. Usually the emigrants camped at the foot of the mountains and got a fresh start up the steep trail early the next morning.2

The trail was not exceedingly difficult to ascend, but when the wagons reached the base of the ridge they were met by a huge rocky escarpment that towered hundreds of feet above them making it look a bit more terrifying than it actually was. The trip down the mountain on the western slope was more difficult. On many occasions, heavy logs were tied to the rear of the wagons to prevent them from moving forward too fast or rolling out of control into the plodding oxen.3

When James Thomas reached Fort Patrick Henry, near what is now Kingsport, Tenn., he was faced with a choice of two routes, either of which would likely be difficult. One was to travel down the Holston River on a flatboat. Even before 1780 pioneers were floating down the Holston into Tennessee en route on their long journey to what was to become known as the Cumberland settlements, now Nashville. This worked especially well in the spring, although John Donelson had left Fort Patrick Henry in December 1779 for Fort Nashboro, traveling all the way down the Tennessee River to its confluence with the Ohio near what is now Paducah, then up the Ohio to the Cumberland then up that stream to the site of present day Nashville,4 a journey of over 800 miles and one that required more than four months to make.

The other choice for James Thomas was to continue his overland journey, one that led down the valley toward Knoxville over a well established trail on the west side of the Holston River.

During the dry summer months when the Holston was short on water, many emigrants took that still perilous overland route that led from Elizabethton via Rogersville to Kingston, Tenn., west of Knoxville. This trail was extremely dangerous as late as 1784. Lone riders hired to carry letters from Elizabethton and Watauga via Kingston to Fort Nashboro, charged as much as $50 to make the trip,5 a sum “dearly earned in many cases,” it was said. By 1806 however, the danger was minimal, especially from Indian attack. By that year too, the renowned Cumberland Gap route was seldom used as an entry for emigrants headed for Kentucky. The Gap continued to be used as a thoroughfare by those traveling to and from the state, but most choice lands of Kentucky’s famed Bluegrass region had been claimed by the late 1700’s so settlers continued farther west. In addition, for those heading for the extreme western part of Kentucky, the Gap route would have added many miles to their journey.

Actually it is not known for sure whether James Thomas rode down the Holston by flatboat or continued by land. It is generally believed however that he chose the flatboat because April was the ideal time for such a venture, and James Thomas was not one to let a good opportunity pass without attempting to take advantage of it. Spring rains and melting snows from high in the Appalachians usually kept the Holston and its tributaries well supplied with water sufficient for the floating of flatboats until early summer.

Assuming that the Holston route was James’ choice, his need was a flatboat. Fact was, he needed two for he intended to take his entire worldly possessions aboard. These possessions consisted of two wagons loaded with household goods, two yoke of oxen, one milk cow, probably two horses, most certainly a dog, a couple of cats, several chickens, maybe a hog or two — and of course — his wife, six children and likely one or two Negro slaves.

Except for stops at night when they landed and made camp, and a few daytime stops in order to replenish the food supply by shooting wild game, the trip was probably rather uneventful. The Holston and French Broad rivers join near Knoxville to form the Tennessee River, but that was just another overnight stop for those settlers making the river journey. They floated some additional 50 miles to Kingston at the confluence with the Clinch River. There the emigrants debarked and disposed of their flatboats. Settlers who had sold their oxen and wagons before leaving on their trip down the Holston, had to trade for more at Kingston before heading west across the Tennessee highlands. This was one problem that James Thomas didn’t have to face.

Kingston, Tenn., was located at the end of a long, grassy valley. Across the river from the settlement was Southwest Point, a military garrison so stationed to protect settlers heading west over the Walton Road.6

The Walton Road was authorized by the Tennessee Legislature in 1799 and a sum “not to exceed $1,000” was appropriated for its construction.7 It was completed in 1801 by Captain William Walton from whom it got its name. He settled on a Revolutionary War grant of land at Carthage, Tenn., the road’s northwestern terminus,8 a site later to become the seat of Smith County.

Continuing west, James Thomas with his two wagons and family, joined a caravan of other wagons that had formed a train at Kingston and headed into Tennessee along the Walton Road. Leaving the lowlands of the river, the road skirted around a long rocky portion of the Appalachian chain known as Walden’s Ridge. Beyond that, the trail led over Spencer’s Hill to Crab Orchard, site of a camping ground used by practically all settlers traveling the Walton Road.

When James Thomas and his family arrived there to spend the night in the spring of 1806, the new Crab Orchard tavern was about four years old. The travelers camped outside, but the menfolk of the families usually gathered at the tavern for an evening of relaxation and talk before bedding down for the night. The tavern became a well-known stopping place and visitors included President Andrew Jackson during his tenure as president of the United States, on his trips between Washington and his home at the Hermitage near Nashville. The old inn stood until 1925.9

The Walton Road continued west through Crossville, so named later because it crossed another of the early day routes at that point. Today it is the county seat of Cumberland County. From there the road led to Standing Rock (now Monterey) named for a large, conspicious outcropping of stone, a landmark visible to travelers for many miles. The road passed through Cookeville, a point almost in the heart of the Cumberland Plateau, a tableland nearly as level as a western prairie. At that time however, it was heavily wooded with vast forests of virgin timber.

From Cookeville it was downhill most of the way to the Cumberland River. The road veered slightly north in order to avoid having to cross the rather sizable Caney Fork River that emptied into the Cumberland just upstream from the settlement at Carthage. There, emigrants bound for the areas north of Nashville, both in Tennessee and Kentucky, were ferried across the Cumberland to continue their journey overland. Settlers headed for Fort Nashboro, usually crossed the Caney Fork River and continued along the road south of the Cumberland via Lebanon in Wilson County. Some settlers obtained flatboats either at Carthage or Fort Nashboro, and floated down the Cumberland to their property. One Kentucky-bound family, the Futrells of Northampton County, North Carolina, came down the Cumberland by flatboat but missed the mouth of Donaldson Creek and landed at Boyd’s Landing, now Canton, instead.10

In Smith County, Tenn., James and Mary Thomas very likely stopped to visit with James’ sister Sarah, who lived on Goose Creek in that county with her husband, Andrew Greer, and their family. They had moved to Smith County from the Watauga Valley near Elizabethton, Tenn., and spent the remainder of their lives there.11
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After a visit of several days during which time the family rested from the ordeal of their travels, James Thomas and his family resumed their journey. From Smith County the comparatively easy trail led via Gallatin and Springfield, Tenn., to Hopkinsville, in Christian County, Kentucky. After resting there, probably overnight, James and family left on the final lap of his long trek — the remaining 20 miles to Donaldson Creek, his new home.

The secluded valley in which James Thomas II settled, begins at the extreme western edge of an area of Kentucky known as the Barrens some eight miles north of the Kentucky-Tennessee state line, and about 7 1 /2 miles east of the Cumberland River. It lies between wooded hills that range up to 700 feet above sea level, and runs almost due west. Physically, the valley has an almost level floor, which at the head is about 460 feet above sea level, and in its westward course, drops to about 350 feet at the point where the creek empties into the eastern bank of the Cumberland River. It varies in width from about a quarter of a mile at the beginning to almost a mile near the river. Several deep valleys ranging from two to five miles in length branch from the main valley.

The first residents in the Donaldson Creek valley entered by a trail that led from the Barrens at a point a few miles from what is now the line that divides Christian and Trigg Counties, down a winding half-mile long hill to the valley floor. The sight they saw must have been one of welcome relief, for, as one account put it, there were no trees, shrubbery, or undergrowth of any kind across the Barrens between Donaldson Creek and Hopkinsville big enough from which to “obtain a riding switch.” Believing that the Barrens would never be worth anything because the land would not grow trees, early settlers sought the more secluded areas along the Donaldson Creek valley where there were springs, a perpetual stream teeming with fish, and forests full of wild game and towering trees suitable for building cabins and other structures so necessary for the pursuit and protection of life in the wilderness. As it turned out however, much of the Barrens in Christian County ultimately was converted into some of the best farmland in Kentucky outside of the Bluegrass.

The long, picturesque Donaldson Creek valley was quickly settled by hardy emigrants mainly from North Carolina. They lost little time in clearing the fertile creek bottom land for cultivation. The rich alluvial soil was soon put to work growing crops of tobacco and corn plus a wide variety of vegetables, seeds for which had been brought all the way from North Carolina. Later, the enterprising residents set out fruit trees12 — apple, peach, plum and pear — in an effort to provide cultivated fruit to add to the abundant supply of wild plums, haws, pawpaws, numerous wild berries and nuts that grew in profusion in the valley.
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Meandering rather haphazardly down the valley; principally along the foot of the southern range of hills was Donaldson Creek, the main body of which was formed by two smaller streams that originated in two rapidly descending valleys shaped like a broad letter V. They joined near the base of the range of hills down which the settlers entered the valley. Waters of the stream rippled over scattered gravel shoals the year round, flowed through deeper pools past numerous out-croppings of limestone by ever broadening fields filled with lush growing crops; in the warmth of each ensuing summer, sons of the settlers splashed and swam in the creek’s cooling depths. The stream’s tortuous course covered over 10 miles, more than two miles greater than the length of the valley as the crow flies, before it emptied into the normally placid waters of the Cumberland River.

Generously spaced at intervals along the foot of the hills that enclose the verdantly green valley were numerous springs from which daily flow hundreds of gallons of fresh, cool, limestone-laden water. It was near these springs that many of the early settlers built their cabins.

The valley floor in the early 1800’s was covered with enormous trees of oak, beech, poplar, walnut, ash and other valuable hard and soft woods. The early settlers soon cleared large areas of timber to make way for their farmland. The logs were cut to appropriate lengths, hewn, notched and used to build houses, barns, livestock pens and numerous other structures necessary for protection and the pursuit of life in the new state of Kentucky. Other logs were split into rails with which to build fences, and the remainder was used for fuel to warm the homes in winter.

The forest covered hills on each side of the valley provided a haven for wild game, and when additional food was needed, men of the family went forth armed with muzzle loader, powder horn and flint. They usually returned with wild turkey, grouse, quail, dove, squirrel, rabbit or deer. In addition, the creek teemed with fish — bass, trout, red and black perch and other varieties for the taking — and as far as James Thomas was concerned, this was the western paradise he had envisioned before he left North Carolina, the kind of country for which he had fought in the Revolution. Here he would stay.

Principal tributary of Donaldson Creek was its “Beechy Fork Branch” as it was listed in a number of the land grants. This stream had its beginning in the range of hills about a mile and a half north of the original James Thomas land grant, and it ran west through a narrow, five mile long valley then it veered almost due south for another mile or so to a confluence with the main stream of Donaldson Creek. The valley though smaller than Donaldson was equally as blessed with springs, luxurant growths of timber and fertile land.

As time passed, other settlers learned of the rich area along Donaldson Creek and its tributaries and came in increasing numbers with each family being able to locate comfortably at various points along its forested length. They cleared more “new ground” and extended their farms ever westward. In time settlers cleared land beyond the mouth of Beechy Fork Creek, and eventually hacked their way through the enormous cane brakes all the way to the Cumberland River. In time too, they would clear land up into the hills and some even staked out claims on the thin-soiled, less productive high ridges both to the north and to the south.

One of the early projects in the valley was to build roads in order to connect the homesites. First, a thoroughfare still referred to as “The Big Road,” was laid out along the entire length of the valley,13 chiefly along the foot of the northern range of hills. Paths and lanes were cut along property lines between farms to provide access for those who had built their homes and cleared ground across the creek on the south side of the valley.

Early in the life of the community, a branch road was built over the northern range of hills some three miles west of James Thomas’ place leading to what later was to become Maple Grove. After Trigg County was formed in 1820, this road was extended west along the north side of Beechy Fork Creek, and eventually north to Cadiz. Additional roads were built — to Olive’s Landing, later to be called Linton, a corruption of “Linetown,” so called because it was near the state line; to Boyd’s Landing, later called Canton14 and to Dover, seat of Stewart County, Tennessee. All three points were located on the Cumberland River. The Dover Road was an extension of the Cadiz Road, and led to that settlement by the way of Skinner’s Ferry, later called Tobaccoport.

James Thomas and his wife Mary — he called her Mollie — and their six children began a new life in a one-room log cabin that he and his son Cullen, with the help of neighbors, had built of white oak logs near the intersection of what is now the Donaldson15 and Cadiz roads. Their youngest child, Stanley, was born November 16, 1806 after they had arrived in Kentucky in July.

Very little is known about James Thomas II, his temperment, his disposition, or his physical features. But William Henry Perrin, in 1884, had this to say about him:


“. . .Living through the storm of the Revolution, he inherited that patriotic devotion to his country so peculiar in those days, and gave as a reason for not moving west earlier than he did, that he recognized the same obligations to the State of North Carolina until he was 45 years of age that he did to his parents until he was 21. Taking leave of the country then, soon after his second maturity, he turned his face to the great West and after a long and tedious journey, arrived on Donaldson Creek. . .Not possessed of the restless disposition of most men, when they have once torn away from the place of their birth, he felt perfectly satisfied in his new home and resolved at once to spend the residue of his life there. He never broke that resolution. . .(He) was a man of good morals. . .a consistent member of the Baptist church. . .a good farmer, an excellent citizen and full of the milk of human kindness.”16



By 1820 when Trigg County was formed, the population totaled 3,874 according to the U.S. Census taken that year. By that year too, three of James and Mary’s children had married: Cullen in 1812, Temperance in 1813, and Mary in 1820. Perry married the following year, and Starkie in 1825. Interestingly enough, Mary, Starkie and Perry each married a member of the Drury Bridges family who had migrated to the valley in 1804 from Edgecombe County, N. C. The seven children of James and Mary Thomas married and produced a total of 54 children. These 54 children married and had 226 children. They in turn had over 900 children. By the fifth generation, James and Mary Thomas had nearly 4,000 descendants.

Descendants Of these seven children in the past 164 years have married into practically every family in Trigg County, but the largest number has descended from the marriage of Mary, Starkie and Perry into the Bridges family. By the time various intermarriages took place in the ensuing generations, there were dozens of double cousins on both sides of the family. Many members of the family, tracing their lineage today, often find James and Mary (Standley) Thomas as their ancestors on both sides.

The Thomas family has always been, and still is blessed with many talents. Its members are independent, thrifty, fun loving, full of laughter, practical jokes, and often are hot headed and obstinate. They don’t mind hard work, but they also love leisure and many have been known to pursue it to the extreme. They are musicans, mechanics, carpenters, painters, politicians, singers, writers, artists, teachers, doctors, pharmacists, ministers, deacons, cabinet makers, salesmen, and—as has been their lot since the first Thomas arrived in Virginia in the early 1600’s — they have been, and still are good tillers of the soil. They brought with them to Kentucky the ability to sustain themselves in a wilderness, relying on little but the available resources. They also brought from North Carolina the art of tobacco growing, a crop that today is still a chief source of income. The Thomases were also industrious in many other ways. They set up grist mills, saw mills, tanneries, distilleries and other enterprises to help make themselves more self reliant.17 That proud, independent feeling of self reliance has been kept alive down through the years and is still apparent today.

During the nearly one-and-three-quarter centuries since the James Thomas family first came to Kentucky, his descendants have been interested and involved in the welfare of their community, county and state. After Trigg was carved out of Christian in 1820, the Thomases were among those who helped the fledgling county to stand on its own feet. First poll books in the new county include names of James Thomas and those of his sons.18 Later lists included the names of their sons as well.

First county officers elected (by state law enacted in 1850) included Stanley Thomas, youngest son of James and Mary, who won the race for sheriff over four opponents. Luke Thomas, nephew of James, served on the third grand jury to be empaneled in the new county. His brother, Ezekiel, (both had come from Bertie County prior to 1812) served on the grand jury of November 1820 term of circuit court along with Zadock Thomas, a distant relative also from Bertie County, N. C., who had migrated to Trigg County in 1807 and who had settled on Muddy Fork Creek.19

Stanley Thomas was elected to represent the county in the state legislature in 1840 prior to his tenure as sheriff. Cullen Thomas served as surveyor and magistrate prior to 1830, and as sheriff in 1840. Starkie served as constable at various times, Perry as tax assessor, and James III was justice of the peace for several years.20 A number of other descendants of the Thomas family have also held various elective offices in the county and state down through the years to the present.
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The early settlers of Trigg County brought with them into their new land a reverent and deep-seated belief in their Creator. Practically every family had packed a Bible in with their belongings and many read them daily as they trudged along on their journey to the west. Also included among the scant supply of books usually were a hymnal, most of the songs of which were sung in a minor key, and a copy of “Pilgrim’s Progress.”1

Ten years before James Thomas left the Cashie River plantation his brother Ezekiel purchased a Bible. It was printed in Edinburgh, Scotland, and the title page read: “Printed by the Assigns of Alexander Kincaid, her Majesty’s printer, MDCCLXXXVII” (1787). It was a small volume and its contents were reproduced in rather fine print. On a blank page in front, Ezekiel had written in ink: “Ezekiel Thomas is my name, with this pen I rite the same, Ezekiel Thomas, January 17, 1796.”

Three years later, Ezekiel gave the Bible to his brother, James. Just below the first inscription were these words: “James Thomas, his bible, his hand and pen, he offers nothing good but goodness. Signed January 1799.”

The next notation bore no date but likely it was written after the family had arrived in Kentucky. It read: “Cullen Thomas, his hand and pen he write hes good, but God nose when. Cullen Thomas, his Bible.” Cullen, oldest son of James II, was 15 years old when he came to Kentucky, and due to the clarity of his handwriting, likely the Bible had been presented to him by his father only a few years later at which time he wrote his capricious verse. He also wrote the name of his father and mother just below.

The last inscription which apparently resulted from Cullen’s generosity, was this: “Starkey Thomas, his Bible, October 16, 1815.”

The Bible eventually found its way into the Perry Thomas family and is now owned by one of his descendants. It is, however, somewhat worse from wear, understandably so after having been handled and read for the past 183 years.2

Many family Bibles were brought across the mountains on that long, tedious journey from North Carolina to Kentucky. Others were purchased from itinerant peddlers and booksellers after the families had arrived and settled in their new homes. Many of these Bibles are still in existence. A New Testament that belonged to Shadrach Futrell, some of whose descendants married into the Thomas family, also printed in Edinburgh, Scotland, by the same printer of the Ezekiel Thomas bible, was dated 1786. It is now owned by one of the Futrell descendants.3

Other existing Thomas family Bibles, most of which apparently were purchased after the family moved to Kentucky, include: the Bible of James Thomas III, youngest son of James and Mary, published in 1827, owned by Mrs. Edna Sullivan, a great granddaughter; two Perry Thomas family Bibles, owned by grandson John Sherman Thomas, and the Peyton Thomas family Bible, owned by Jim Lawrence.

Although the church-going habits of the early settlers in the Donaldson Creek valley date back to Virginia and North Carolina, it was some time before they officially organized a new church in Kentucky. For the first several years after arrival, they were too busy building homes, clearing farmland and getting crops planted, tended and harvested, to take time to build a house of worship. Instead, they held religious services in their homes. During the summer, services were often held in brush arbors — a framework of wood on top of which was piled a roof of leafed branches — to provide shade during the daylight hours, and keep out the dampness of the dew during the summer evenings. Seats were of crude boards attached to stakes driven into the ground.

It was several years after James Thomas II and Drury Bridges arrived in Kentucky before a church was officially organized in the valley. Meanwhile, some of the settlers attended the Dry Creek church, but the inconvenience of traveling the five or six miles for Sunday services, made it imperative that they organize their own. Thus on the “second Sunday in April” (April 10) 1814, the Donaldson Creek Baptist Church was organized.4 The organizers were three ministers, Thomas Ross, Dudley Williams and Thomas McLean. At the time of its organization it was called an arm — or mission — of the Dry Creek Baptist Church. A total of 27 people constituted the list of charter members. Three more were added on the day of official organization making a total membership of 30 to launch the new church. These members included: Drury and Charity Bridges, their twin daughters, Seletha Bridges and Piety (Bridges) Brunk; Caleb, Carlton, Sterling, Elizabeth, Mary and Sophia Lindsay; Joel, Daniel, David and John Cohoon; John Futrell, Margaret Holland, Isabel and Sarah Craig; Mary (Standley) Thomas; Bathsheba (Futrell) Colson; Mary Cowand; Sarah Mashburn, Sarah Hargrove, Charity and Nancy Boren, Sarah Wilson, Sarah Young, and, added on the day of organization: Allen Sholar, Isaac Sumner and Nancy Colson. The first pastor was Thomas Ross.5

The following year, Thomas McLean was chosen pastor and for the next four years the church continued to function under the auspices of the Dry Creek church. During that time 11 more members were added. These were: James Thomas II, Nathan and Charity Futrell, Stephen and Keziah Boren, John Craig, Sr., Elizabeth (Futrell) Thomas; John Allen, William and Frances Ryan, and Christopher Pritchard.

The Donaldson Creek Baptist Church became a full-fledged church on the “second Sunday in July” (July 12) 1818. Ministers present for the organization were Thomas Ross, the first pastor, and John Mallory. They also had help in the official organization from members who attended from the Dry Creek, Saline Creek and Little River churches. The new church was constituted on the same abstract of principles as those adopted by the Dry Creek church when it was organized.6

Thomas McLean was elected first pastor after official organization and the first deacons were John Allen and Nathan Futrell.7 Rev. McLean was legally qualified as a minister of the gospel at county court, Trigg County, June 19, 1820, in regular commission with the Baptist churches and was granted the rights to solomize the rites of matrimony. James Thomas II and Drury Bridges executed a 500 pound bond as security.8

After the church became an official body, next move by the congregation was to acquire a building. Basil Holland, who owned property later purchased by James Thomas III, donated an acre of ground and members set to work cutting logs with which to build their first house of worship. The entire neighborhood turned out for the “log rolling and church raising” and in due time the new place of worship had been built. It was crude to be sure, but its log walls, stick-and-dirt chinking and hand riven board roof did not dampen their spiritual enthusiasm. The structure was located in the corner of a field on the south side of the Donaldson Road opposite the present church building. This log structure, with various repairs made during that time was used for approximately 20 years—until about 1840—at which time a larger log structure was built in order to accommodate the increase in membership.
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Although church records prior to 1851, except the original membership list, have been lost, those since that year are still extant. At a business meeting held on Saturday, September 25, 1852, the members voted to erect a new sanctuary. It was to be 48 feet long by 32 feet wide and to be built of logs. Starkie Thomas was moderator of the meeting, Perry Thomas was clerk, and Cullen Thomas was appointed as one of the members of the building committee.9 All three men were sons of James Thomas II.

The third church building was erected about 1854. It was a frame structure and built on the original site of ground that had been donated by Basil Holland in 1818. This building stood until 1886 when it was torn down and rebuilt on the north side of the road, using the same material, the reason for which was not made clear in the minutes. According to the record, the results left something to be desired with one report saying that the building was not as good as the old one. Despite this however, the building was used for 27 years before it was replaced in 1913 by a more serviceable frame building. This time the structure was erected on a plat of land just behind the old building. This building, with certain additions and improvements including electric lights and air conditioning, still stands and is used regularly as a sanctuary by the present church organization.

Evidence that the early church took the rules of decorum of its congregation quite seriously is revealed in the strict accounting its members had to make before the church’s governing body. Numerous times, its members were censored for dancing, playing the violin for dancing, using profane language, intoxicants, arguing with a neighbor or working on Sunday. Fortunately, after a proper period of remorseful repentance, such offending members whose names had been dutifully taken from the church roll were readmitted after having been called before a committee of deacons and questioned. As the Thomas and Bridges families were a fun loving people, it is interesting to note that they came in for their share of dismissals and readmissions.

From organization in 1814 until the period of about five years following the Civil War, the Donaldson Creek Baptist Church as well as most other churches throughout Trigg County, received Negroes as members. These Negroes, slaves of the families who were members of the church, were listed on the church roll as property of their owners. One account in the minutes of October 18, 1860, mentions Louisa, property of Cullen Thomas, as a candidate for baptism.

Similar mentions are found throughout the minutes of that period.

One interesting incident was recorded in the January 1865 minutes. Two Negro members, Dick and York, were excluded from membership in the church for leaving their masters and joining the Union army.10

After President Abraham Lincoln issued his Emancipation Proclamation and the Negroes were freed, they adopted the surnames of their former owners and in most instances continued to live on the farms with their former owners as they always had. However, they did organize their own church.

The minutes of September 7, 1867 show that the membership voted to give the Negro members their letters to enable them to unite with their own church. This action continued for several months as the Negro members slowly began to move their membership. However, it was well in the 1870’s before all the Negro members of the Donaldson Church had left.11

Members of the James Thomas II family have been active in the church since its organization in 1814. Among them were Peyton Thomas, grandson of James, who was elected clerk in 1853 following resignation of his uncle, Perry Thomas. Peyton served as clerk for 39 years—until 1889—when he resigned. Five years later—June 1894—G. A. Bridges, a grandson of Peyton Thomas, and great grandson of Drury Bridges, was elected clerk and served for 42 years.12 He was succeeded in the 1930’s by Odell Thomas, descendant of James III, and who later was succeeded by Bayliss Sumner, also a descendant of Perry Thomas and William Bridges. Choir director for many years before his death in 1964 was Edd C. Thomas, grandson of James Thomas III. Rev. Keidell Thomas, a descendant of Perry Thomas, was ordained by a group of ministers who met at the Donaldson Creek church May 7, 1923. He later served as pastor.

Scores of descendants of James Thomas II and Drury Bridges, have walked down the aisle of this church to express their faith in God. Today, as has been the custom since 1814, new members are baptized by immersion in nearby Donaldson Creek with appropriate ritual, usually accompanied by the singing of the historic old hymn, “On Jordan’s Stormy Banks.”

The Donaldson church is considered to be the “mother” of the Oak Grove Baptist Church. It was constituted in 1875 by the Revs. George A. Patterson, L. H. Averitt and Daniel Hanberry, with the first membership totaling 39 persons. Among them were many who had been members of the Donaldson Creek church including Starkie Thomas, his son James J. Thomas, who had been ordained a deacon at Donaldson; Laban Allen, Edmund Lancaster and Humphrey Lawrence.13 A sanctuary was built the same year of organization on land deeded to the church by Stanley Thomas and Humphrey Lawrence.

The first pastor was Rev. E. C. Faulkner. Second pastor was Rev. J. H. Spurlin, who served as such as late as 1884. During that period membership was increased to 130. Officers of the church at that time were: J. J. Thomas, clerk; W. B. Thomas, Peter (Pete) Light, and J. J. Thomas, trustees.11

In the 1940’s, the Maple Grove Baptist Church was organized and a building was erected not far from where Drury Bridges settled in 1804.
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Chapter IV: First school on Donaldson Creek
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The early schools of Trigg County, like those scattered throughout Kentucky in the early 1800’s were quite primitive. The buildings usually were small log structures with either dirt or hand-hewn board floors. Furnishings were sparse and uncomfortable; textbooks were few. In those days even the teachers were ill prepared to teach scarcely more than the bare minimum.

By 1884 there were 56 public school houses in Trigg County all but 18 of which were built of logs. Books were improving however in this day of the so-called “blue back” speller and McGuffy’s Readers. During the 1882-84 school year a total of 3,543 white and 1,395 Negro children attended the public schools and the county employed 63 teachers who made a combined salary of $7,500 — an average of $120 per year.1

Schools of Kentucky got off to a wavering start. The Legislature passed an Act February 10, 1798 that set apart some 6,000 acres of public lands for the support and benefit of five seminaries scattered throughout the state. Part of this land extended into the “Lands South of the Green River,” that had been set aside for the benefit of veterans of the Revolutionary Army. In fact, some of this land bordered that which was acquired by Peyton Thomas in 1860. Similar Acts in 1805 and 1808 extended use of such lands for these educational institutions; none was in Trigg County however.

James Thomas II had been educated in the schools of Bertie County, North Carolina. Examples of handwriting still in existence indicate that not only James but others in the Thomas family of North Carolina were quite literate. However, school facilities in the Donaldson Creek valley were non existent for several years after the community had been settled.

There were several teachers in the Canton Precinct of Trigg County, of which Donaldson Creek was a part. These included Christopher Pritchard, Wilson Wallis and David Barton. However, these men apparently were in the precinct after 1820 when Trigg became a county. There is record however that Christopher Pritchard may have been in the community earlier. A notation in the Perry Thomas “Cipher Book,” still in existence, states: “Perry Thomas, his book. From this place I was taught unknowing, by Christopher Pritchard of North Carolina, Bertie County.”2 Apparently Perry was being modest indicating that Schoolmaster Pritchard hadn’t the slightest idea that he had been able to teach Perry anything.

Pritchard and other teachers however, did a rather good job. A look at Perry’s “Cipher Book” indicates that by 1818 he had advanced into many of the intricacies of mathematics including square and cube root.

Efforts to organize a school in the Donaldson Creek community were first exerted in 1813 according to an account found among the Perry Thomas papers.

It reads:


“Kentucky State, Christian County, articles of a school provided between Ephriam Cowand as teacher on the one part, and the gentlemen that are his employers on the other part witnesseth etc: That I the said Cowand will teach school twelve months five days in a week and make good all loss time except such disagreeable weather that is not suitable for his pupils to go or be at school in storms etc. (In Reading, Writing & Arithmetic) For these two stated payments viz fore barrels of corn i.e. twenty bushels of good sound merchant corn payed by the 15th of November next and two dollars paid the 1st day of May 1814. The above corn to be delivered at my dwelling house. The afore-said payments to be paid for every scholar that is entered or subscribed to the said school. Further I the said Cowand do bind myself to give due attendance at school such as shall be thought lawful and to try to learn and instruct all children put under my care to the advancement of children and benefit my employers do witness my hand and seal this day of April 1813.

“To all men by these presents that we the underneath written subscribed promise to pay Ephriam Cowand school teacher four barrels of corn and two dollars in cash after the above directions and do in proportion for any length of time and the number of schollars that we enter or subscribe to said Cowand’s school witness our hands and seals this day of April 1813.”



This apparently was copied from the original agreement as no signatures or day of the month had been affixed. One can well imagine who those signers were by checking a list of the community’s early settlers, and likely the names of James Thomas and Drury Bridges were at the head of the list. As most families who first settled in the valley had large groups of offspring, the first classes were probably well attended.

The first school sessions were held in the newly constructed Donaldson Creek church building.3 Presumably the teacher was Ephriam Cowand.4 No record has been found as to when the first school building was erected. However, it was a log structure similar to the church, except smaller, and may have been the log building known as the Upper Donaldson School that stood until the mid-1920’s in the corner of a field about a half-mile west of the original James Thomas homesite. Descendants of James Thomas and of other early settlers in the valley attended classes in that building until 1910. The following year, a concrete block school building was erected in a grove of trees on a gentle rise about a hundred yards east of the old log building near the Peyton Thomas cemetery. It was completed March 10, 1911. Another one room log building, and a later one of frame construction, called Lower Donaldson School, stood near the point where the Canton-Linton Road crossed Donaldson Creek about three miles west of the original James Thomas homesite. Other school houses were built near Beechy Fork Creek at Maple Grove, and near Oak Grove church to provide classroom space for children in those areas. These schools served the education needs of the communities until the 1930’s when all schools throughout Trigg County were consolidated.

Proof that Mr. Cowand’s school did not meet with a complete and whole hearted response from all of the community, however, is evident from this note in the Perry Thomas papers:


“Mr. Cohoon,5 Sir: We have made one more appointment to try to finish the school house, and as it is unjust for one part of the subscribers to do all and the others none, we therefore hope you will attend in the morning as it is high time it was done. The weather is getting cold and I never was used to teach in cold weather without chance of fire etc. From your sincere friend and with all best wishes. Levi Lancaster,6 11th October 1814.”



From this note it can be assumed that the first school building was under construction in the fall of 1814. Likely it was not completed until the spring of 1815. In any event, it was the first organized school in the Donaldson Creek community. The note indicates too, that apparently Levi Lancaster was probably the second teacher in the newly organized Donaldson School. Later, Ezekiel Thomas, Jr., taught classes in this school as did a Mr. Gray, first name of whom is not on record.
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Perrin, pages 54, 55.



Perry Thomas “Cipher Book,” from collection of Allison W. Thomas.



Bridges History, 1928, page 9.



Ephriam Cowand (Cowan) was the son of Mary Cowand. He married Penny Stallins, January 8, 1815, in Christian County. His mother was one of the charter members of the Donaldson Creek church when it was formed in 1814. She was listed in the 1820 census of Trigg County with one daughter, l i k e l y the Nancy Cowand who married Christopher Miller, August 23, 1823, in Trigg County.



The “Mr. Cohoon” to whom the note was addressed probably was one of the sons of Joel Cohoon.



Levi Lancaster, born 1774, died Jan. 21, 1844, and Faithy Futrell (born 1780) daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Bittle) Futrell, were married Oct. 3, 1799, in North Carolina. He was the son of Samuel and Faithy Louise Lancaster. He and his family migrated to Kentucky from Northampton County, North Carolina, sometime after May 1, 1813. They had nine children: 1. Elizabeth, born July 8, 1800, died Oct. 25, 1806; 2. Wiley, born Nov. 11, 1803, married Nancy Craig, Oct. 24, 1824; 3. Edmond, born Nov. 22, 1806, married Elizabeth (Outland,) May 15, 1 8 2 8 ; 4. Lucretia born Aug. 1809, died Feb. 23, 1816; 5. Sallie Ricks, born May 1, 1813 (last of family to be born in North Carolina) married Jonathan Rogers, Dec. 11, 1823; 6. William Dorsey, born July 15, 1815, married Mary (Polly) Ann Colson, Oct. 16, 1 8 3 6 ; 7. Polly, born March 4. 1818. married Benjamin Rogers, May 31, 1839; 8. B a t h s h e b a , born Nov. 1, 1820, married Andrew I. Carr, Feb. 21, 1837; 9. Joseph Barnes, born Oct. 26, 1823, died July 26, 1824. — From family bible copy, furnished by Mrs Eugene Sumner, Route No. 3, Cadiz, Ky.
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The James Thomas family line in Trigg County, Kentucky descends from John Thomas, who, from all available records was the first Thomas to arrive in America. He landed at Jamestown, Virginia, on May 24, 1610.1

Jamestown was the first permanent English settlement in America, its settlers having arrived there on May 13, 1607 in three small ships, in all, 144 passengers. They landed on the following day, went ashore and set to work to build a fort.2 Thus, the first permanent English settlement was begun on the shores of the James River in Virginia about 20 years after Sir Walter Raleigh’s ill-fated attempts to establish a colony on Roanoke Island and 13 years before the Pilgrims made their historic landing at Plymouth Rock.

John Thomas left England in 1609 aboard the ship Sea Venture. He was one of nine men aboard whose fare had been paid by Sergeant William Sharpe.3 In addition to John Thomas, the others were: Richard Vase, Lewis Jones, Leon Laughton, Willi. Cooke, Peter Whadsey, Edward Jones, Jon. Ward and Wm. Wooley. The group had boarded the Sea Venture either at Wookwick, a port area on the outskirts of London where the ship began its journey, or they joined the immigrants at Plymouth, England. There is no documentary proof as to just which place John Thomas boarded the ship. In any event, the Sea Venture sailed from Plymouth, England, June 2, 1609, bound for Virginia. It was the flagship of a fleet of seven vessels and two pinnaces. Admiral of the Fleet was Captain Christopher Newport GENEALOGICAL DEPARTMENT CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS and aboard the Sea Venture were Sir Thomas Gates and Sir George Somers, the latter of whom had joined the Sea Venture during its stop at Plymouth.

The fleet of ships, called the Third Supply by the Virginia Company, sailed in what today would be called a convoy. On July 24, 1609, in the latitude of 27 degrees (no longitude given) about eight days out of Virginia, the fleet was engulfed in a terrific storm. Today storms of such proportions are called hurricanes, named for women, and they are patiently charted by man’s most modern methods. In 1609 however, there was no warning, thus, when the storm struck, the fleet of small ships was suddenly tossed and scattered about by the wind and waves. Passengers cringed in terror.

William Strachey, secretary-elect of the new Virginia colony, who later wrote a most compelling account of the journey, said: ” A dreadful storme and hideous began to blow from out of the north-east, which swelling, and roaring as it were by fits, some houres with more violence than others, at length did bete all light from heaven, which like an hell of darkenesse turned blacke upon us, so much the more fuller of horror. . .”4

Mr. Strachey, said to have been a friend of William Shakespeare, apparently sent a copy of his account back to England which the playwright must have read in time. Most students of Shakespeare agree that his play, “The Tempest,” is based upon the harrowing experiences of those aboard the Sea Venture, and much of the dialogue in the play parallels that contained in Mr. Strachey’s account.5

As the violent storm continued to toss the fleet about, those aboard the Sea Venture lost sight of the other ships. Soon it was only the Sea Venture against the elements. Timbers of the tiny vessel twisted and groaned. Numerous leaks sprung up in the hold and of the 150 people aboard, practically everyone set to work throwing overboard as much of their possessions as they could spare. Many of the settlers were taking with them all their worldly goods and deciding which of their belongings to throw overboard was not an easy task.

Strachey’s account continues: “. . .Waters like whole rivers did flood in the ayre (air). The glut of water was no sooner a little emptied and qualified, but instantly the winds (as having gotten their mouths now free, and at liberty) spake more loud and grew more tumultuous and malignant.”

Soon the ship began to lose its caulking between the plank joints and everyone who was able, took a candle and went below to look for leaks. Pumps were manned night and day, but they eventually became choked with bread and other items of food and personal property that had been scattered due to flooding of the ship. With 51 0189556 the pumps failing, bucket brigades were organized then the bailing was resumed by hand. Water continued to rise in the hold however, and in some areas it was waist deep, but the crews continued to fight to save the ship and their lives.

Three days later, after superhuman struggles to keep the ship afloat, Sir George Somers, who was standing watch on deck, spied land. The ship was headed directly into it, but as the sails and controls had been lost in the storm, all they could do was to stand helplessly by and let the vessel land where it would.

The rapidly dying wind swept the Sea Venture, its crew and passengers onward toward the shore. Accordingly to Strachey, the ship was jammed “. . .between two rockes, where she was fast lodged and locked.” The men, though bone tired from days and nights of struggle against the storm, hove to the “boate and skiffe” to take the women and children to the shore about three quarters of a mile away. They also were able to save most of their provisions, all the tackling of the ship and much of the iron.

After all had been landed safely ashore, those in charge of the ship began to take stock of their whereabouts. It was discovered that they had landed on the Isles of Bermuda, commonly called the Devils Islands. These islands had been avoided for many years by sailors because of the many superstitutions about them.

With these superstitions in mind, the crew and passengers began a fearful exploration of the immediate area where they landed. They knew nothing of the remainder of the Third Supply fleet, and many hoped they would find some of those ships at least, possibly beached somewhere along the nearby coast. They found nothing however, but there was little time for them to mourn the loss of the other ships. Their own lives were now of first concern.

If there was a passenger list on the Sea Venture it can be presumed lost in the storm. Possibly such a list is in the records of the Virginia Company somewhere in England, but exploratory searches have not located one. Thus, names of only about half of those 150 people aboard the Sea Venture are known. Among them were: Sir Thomas Gates, Captain Christopher Newport, Admiral Sir George Somers; John Rolfe and wife (Mrs. Rolfe gave birth to a baby daughter on the island and named her Bermuda. It died there. John Rolfe later was to marry the Indian princess, Pocohontas); William Strachey, who wrote the only known eye-witness account of the storm; William Sharpe, who had paid the fare of John Thomas, and less than 50 others whose names are not known.6

Superstition or not, the party could not have purposely been marooned on a better island. Food was in abundance, both fish and fowl, and the climate was ideal. There were no human inhabitants. True to the pioneering spirit of the immigrants however, the one thought of those who were shipwrecked was to continue their journey to Virginia as soon as possible. With this thought uppermost in their minds, they set to work to build two boats which could be used to accommodate the entire party the remainder of the way. Construction of the two vessels was begun. Remains of the Sea Venture and timbers hewed from sturdy cedar trees that grew in profusion on the islands, were used as building materials. The work however, was frequently brought to standstill in order to settle petty differences among the immigrants. By the end of their stay on Bermuda, one man had committed murder; four, including the infant daughter of the John Rolfes, had died from other causes; there was one marriage; one man had deserted and was left behind; eight men were lost at sea in a small boat en route to Virginia for help, and one was added to the party — a baby boy born to Mr. and Mrs. Edward Eason,7 descendants of whom over 100 years later would settle in the same Cashie River area of Bertie County, North Carolina, as would the descendants of John Thomas.

By April 1610, the two small boats, called pinnaces, were completed. The larger one was 40 feet long with a 19 foot beam and a rake of 14 feet. She weighed as best as could be estimated, about 80 tons. It was named Deliverance. The other boat was 29 feet long and 15 1/2 feet at the beam, weighed about 30 tons and drew six feet of water. It was called Patience. Material—beams, timbers and other vital parts — from the Sea Venture served the purpose well. However, most of the Sea Venture was intact and it still remained jammed between the two rocks where it had been driven by the hurricane.


[image: REPLICA of the Deliverance is on display today at Olde Towne of St. George, Bermuda. The original, built in 1609-1610 by survivors of the shipwrecked Sea Venture, took them to Virginia. The trip required 10 days. Picture courtesy Mrs Erwin Williams. •]
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JAMESTOWN FORT, in Virginia. This replica shows fort as it looked in 1607 when the original was built by the first settlers. John Thomas, ancestor of the Kentucky line, arrived at Jamestown in 1610 and later settled in the nearby area of York County.

By May 1610 everything was in readiness for the continuation of the journey to Virginia. Quoting again from William Strachey’s account: “…We sailed on May 10 (1610) for Virginia. The Deliverance struck (a reef) going out, but mercifully was not damaged. On the 20th at midnight we had a marvellous sweet smell from the shore which did a little glad us. We were near Cape Henry (Virginia). We reached Jamestown on the 24th. . .”

Scarcely had they dropped anchor and landed when most of those aboard began to wish they were back on Bermuda. The settlers at Jamestown had just experienced what they called the “Starving Time.” A population of some 500 people had shrunk to about 60 due to disease, sickness, Indian raids and malnutrition. It had destroyed morale and reduced the population to little more than selfish scavengers who stalked the area in search of any kind of food.

Upon arrival too, those who had been aboard the Sea Venture discovered that all but one small ship of their original fleet of nine, except of course, their own, had arrived safely after the storm, and had long since returned to England.

After distributing what little provisions they had, Sir Thomas Gates felt that it was useless to attempt to remain at Jamestown. He packed everyone aboard the remaining ships and on June 7, 1610, left the stricken city and started down the James River toward the ocean with the thought of heading for an English settlement on Newfoundland. En route down the river the group met Lord De la Warr and a fleet of ships bringing supplies along with 150 new settlers. Jamestown was saved.

John Thomas and the eight others whose fare had been paid by William Sharpe, apparently remained with Mr. Sharpe for a time to help him stake out his claim for land. This amounted to 50 acres for each of the headrights of those whose passage Sharpe had paid, a total of 450 acres plus 50 acres for himself — 500 acres in all. These headrights were used a number of times later, including at least twice by William Sharpe’s widow, Elizabeth, who later married a Packer (Parker), to patent land in Henrico County, Virginia in 1636.8 and again in 1673.

There are several references to John Thomas in various land patents but I have not found a land patent issued directly to him earlier than 1649. Such records could well have been lost as one patent issued October 23, 1637 mentions property “upon the Baye S. into the woods & W. upon land of John Thomas.” In view of this, apparently John Thomas was living on his own land at that time. In February 1638 he was living near Henry Marshall on the York River, apparently on adjoining property. Later records indicate that John’s grandson married a granddaughter of Henry Marshall.
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Chapter VI: Thomas descendants in 17th century Virginia
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After a safe arrival in Virginia following his experience during the wreck of the Sea Venture, apparently John Thomas set to work in earnest in order to redeem his own headright and, if possible, acquire others so he could patent land for himself. On October 7, 1649 he was granted a land patent by Sir William Berkeley, the governor of Virginia. The patent contained 350 acres of land on Queens Creek in York County, Virginia.1

The patent reads, with original spelling:


“To all ct. whereas ct. now know yee that I, the said Sir William Berkeley doo with the consent of the councill of State—accordingly give and grant unto John Thomas, three hundred and fifty acres of land lyeing on the north side of Queens Creeke and in the County of Yorke bounded vizt: north by west upon the land of Joseph Croshaw south by east upon Queens Creeke, west by south upon a little creek and swamp leading to the Indian cabin and east by north upon the land of M. Jernew, three hundred acres of the said land being granted formerly unto John Broach and by the said Broach assigned to Anthony Barckurst, and purchased of the said Barckurst by the said John Thomas and fifty acres the residue being due unto ye sd John Thomas by and for the transportation of one person into the Colony whose name is in records mentioned under this patent to have and to hold ct. to behold ct. yielding ct which payment to be made seven years after ye first ec grant or sealing of the lawe ct. Dated ye 7th 8ber (October) 1649. Dorothy wife.”2



John Thomas and his wife Dorothy settled on his 350 acres of land which was located near what is now the city of Williamsburg, Virginia. Today it is a part of a military reservation and not accessible to the public. However, the general area can be plainly seen from a concrete bridge that carries State Road No. 132 across Queens Creek. The area lies on the east or right side of the creek as one looks upstream.3
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Understandably, we know very few vital statistics about John Thomas. He was born about 1585, certainly not later than 1590, probably in Carmarthenshire, Wales. He died before 1653 in York County, Virginia, having lived approximately four years on the land he had patented on Queens Creek. He and his wife Dorothy had five sons all of whom settled in the area around John’s original land patent.4 Available records do not disclose whether John and Dorothy Thomas were married in Wales or England before they came to Virginia, whether they were married in Virginia, or whether perhaps Dorothy came later’ with the children. The time element involved leaves it open for question in either instance.

Sons of John and Dorothy Thomas were:

A. John Jr: (it is through John Jr., the Trigg County Thomas line descends); B. Phillip, m. Sarah McKennie; C. Richard; D. William, (one source indicates another son, Marke.) These sons each grew up and settled in the area on Queens Creek but later migrated to Isle of Wight and Nansemond counties.5 All of the sons married and raised families.

A. John Jr., married, wife’s name not recorded. They had six children:


	Richard, born about 1629, married Elizabeth Marshall about 1647. The Trigg County line descends through Richard.

	William, married twice. His first wife’s name was Christian, and his second wife was Priscilla Jordan. He died Feb. 17, 1719.

	John, Esq., married, had a son John Jr., who married Hannah Dawson.

	Elizabeth, married John Sanders.

	Sarah, married Jonathan Robinson in 1681.

	Katherine, married Thomas Oglethorpe who died 1687. They had three children — Katherine, Sarah and Margaret.



B. Phillip, who probably married Sarah McKinnie, had eight children: Evan, Joseph, Michael, Robert, John, Phillip, Jr., Mourning and Priscilla.

C. Richard, had three children: Richard Jr., John and William.

D. William, had eight children: William Jr., married Elizabeth Hill, daughter of Major Nicholas and Sylvester (Bennett) Hill; Humphrey; Simon; Gabriel; John; Priscilla, who married Humphrey Marshall; Rebecca, who married William Harrison, and Elizabeth, who married Thomas Hill.

While John and Dorothy Thomas’ sons were growing up, life moved leisurely along at the Jamestown settlement. The people dealt with the Indians, made friends with Chief Powhatan, and found the tribes around them to be rather friendly but unpredictable. It was while on a trading expedition along the Potomac River that Captain Samuel Argall captured Powhatan’s daughter, Pocahontas, and brought her back to Jamestown as a prisoner. Pocahontas was no stranger to the people at Jamestown as she had visited there many times. Her father refused to pay the ransom price for her release, so she was detained at Jamestown. Later she decided that she liked the English and expressed a desire to live with them instead of returning to her native village.6

She was instructed in the religious faith and eventually baptized. On April 5, 1614 some 200 years before John Thomas’s descendants would organize a church on Donaldson Creek in Christian County, Ky., Pocahontas and John Rolfe were married in the Jamestown church by Rev. Alexander Whittaker. The event was of such widespread interest that just about everyone in the little colony turned out for it, including, in all probablity, John and Dorothy Thomas.

Tobacco soon became the principal crop in the Jamestown settlement and the immigrants began to expand their plantations to take care of this new and strange plant they could sell for cash. Clearing land on the banks of Queens Creek, John Thomas began raising tobacco, and perfected a system that has been handed down through his descendants to those now living in Trigg County, Kentucky.

By 1630 when Sir John Harvey returned to Jamestown as Royal governor, the third generation of Thomases was being born in Virginia.

By 1647, just two years before his great grandfather John Thomas patented his own land on the York River, Richard Thomas, son of John Jr., married Elizabeth Marshall, daughter of Humphrey Marshall. This is evident from his own will dated April 8, 1687, and the will of his father-in-law, Humphrey Marshall in 1711, in which Marshall leaves a bequest to his daughter Elizabeth and to her son John Thomas.7 Humphrey Marshall owned property in York County adjoining John Thomas, Jr., and in the same general area where lived John Thomas, Sr., the original emigrant.

The children of Richard Thomas (son of John Thomas, Jr., grandson of John Thomas of Wales) and Elizabeth (Marshall) Thomas, were:


	John, born about 1648; married twice. The Trigg County line descends through John.

	Phoebe, married John Winborn.

	Sarah, likely died young.

	Elizabeth, never married.



John Thomas, the only son of Richard and Elizabeth (Marshall) Thomas, was about 28 years of age during the time of Bacon’s Rebellion (1676). I found nothing to indicate whether or not he participated in that Rebellion, although Joseph Bridger, Jr., ancestor of Drury Bridges did. (See Chap. 14). However, as the result of it, the original settlement at Jamestown was burned in the summer of 1676. John lived to see the city rebuilt however, but one can imagine the shock that the entire community felt when the state house was burned October 31, 1698, taking with it in the flames, the few remaining records of the early settlement.

After that, the seat of government was moved to Middle Plantation (later named Williamburg) and before many years the first permanent English settlement in America was only a memory. It had lasted approximately 90 years.

John Thomas was married twice. First time, prior to Bacon’s Rebellion, in 1673, was to Susannah (Portis) Frizzell, daughter of John Portis, who died April 7, 1703. John Thomas’ second wife was Mary Lawrence, daughter of John Lawrence, ancestor of the Lawrence family line that later settled in Trigg County, Ky.8

John Thomas had the following children, probably by his first wife:


	John Jr., married Elizabeth Kearney.

	Richard, married daughter of Michael Rogers; their children were: John, Mary, Elizabeth and Richard.

	William, married Martha Robinson.

	Joseph, born about 1680; married (1) Elizabeth ; (2) Alice Spivey. The Trigg County line descends through Joseph and his second wife.

	Phillip, married Ann

	Barnaby, married Sarah Dawson; they had a son Elisha. He died Oct. 5, 1735, she died that same year.

	Elizabeth, married (1) John Boddie; (2) John Dawson, son of Henry and Martha (Martin) Dawson.



John Thomas and his family moved to Nansemond County, Virginia, probably from Isle of Wight, as both he and John Jr., were on the Quit Rent rolls for Nansemond County in 1704.9

Reviewing at this point, the Thomas line, from the arrival of John Thomas at Jamestown, Virginia in 1610, to Joseph Thomas, who settled in Bertie County, North Carolina in 1729, we find:

John Thomas of Wales, and wife Dorothy, had at least four sons, one of whom was John Jr.

John Thomas, Jr., married, wife’s name not known. They had six children, three sons, including Richard, and three daughters.

Richard Thomas married Elizabeth Marshall. They had four children, one son, John, and three daughters.

John Thomas was married twice. His first wife was Susannah (Portis) Frizzell; his second was Mary Lawrence. He was the father of seven children, probably by his first wife. His family included six sons, one of whom was Joseph, and one daughter.

Joseph Thomas moved from Nansemond County, Virginia and settled in Bertie County, North Carolina in 1729.10
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Chapter VII: Joseph Thomas migrates to North Carolina
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Very few records exist pertaining to the early days of Nansemond County, Virginia, thus more than one researcher has hit a blank attempting to trace his family line through that particular county. The Thomas line is no exception.

The first disaster was in 1734 when the house of Christopher Jackson, the county clerk “was burned where the records of said county were kept.”1 Another fire in 1866 destroyed most of those from 1734 to that date, thus data on John Thomas or his son Joseph — deeds, wills, marriage bonds—are not available. Fragments of records have been found in some church books and a few items have turned up in Virginia Company records in England,2 but scarcely enough for use as documentary proof.

Joseph Thomas first patented land in the Upper Parish of Nansemond County on January 16, 1714.3 Patentees in addition to Joseph Thomas, were his wife Elizabeth, and Michael Thomas and his wife.4

After the death of his first wife, Elizabeth, Joseph Thomas married Alice Spivey. She was the daughter of either George, James or Thomas Spivey, the families of whom lived in the general area of where Joseph Thomas lived. These three Spiveys were on the Quit Rent roll of Nansemond County in 1704.5 Later some of the Spivey families moved into Chowan and Bertie counties, North Carolina, just south of the state line and in the same area as did the Joseph Thomas family.

About 1727, possibly earlier, Joseph Thomas left Nansemond County, Virginia, and moved south to Chowan County, North Carolina, a distance of some 50 miles. On March 23, 1729, Joseph Thomas purchased 200 acres of land on the south side of the Kesai (Cashie) Swamp in Bertie County, North Carolina, from Samuel Bass, for which he paid 36 pounds current money. The property was adjoining that of William Williams.6

On that same date it was recorded7 in adjoining Chowan County, that Joseph Thomas sold to Samuel Bass, 6,000 pounds of tobacco and 175 acres of land on the south side of Oropeak Swamp, plus 14 acres on nearby Sand Hill Swamp, that Joseph had purchased from Elizabeth Parker and her son John. Anderson Sugg and John Perry witnessed both transactions.

From these two land deals it may be safely assumed that Joseph Thomas had been in Chowan County for at least a year in order to produce his tobacco crop, cure and prepare it for market.

With these land transfers, Joseph Thomas moved from Chowan County, North Carolina, to the property he had purchased on the south side of the Cashie Swamp in Bertie County, where he lived for the remainder of his life.

Joseph Thomas and Alice (Spivey) Thomas had eight children probably all of whom were born in Virginia. They were:


	Joseph Jr., wife’s name was Ann. He died Bertie County 1758.

	Michael, married twice. First wife’s name unknown; second wife was Elizabeth Station, married 1792. Died in Virginia, 1802.

	Luke, never married. Died in July, 1751, Edgecombe County, N.C.

	James I, born about 1714. Married Sarah Barnes. Died Bertie County, N. C. The Trigg County line descends through him.

	Jacob, moved to Edgecombe County, N. C. Died there.

	Jonas, no data.

	Charity, no data.

	Mary, no data.



The area south of the Cashie (pronounced Cash-i) Swamp (now called Cashie River) where Joseph Thomas settled, lies between that stream and the Roanoke River. The site is southeast of Windsor, seat of Bertie County. In that area and in a sector on the north side of the Cashie, also lived the Barnes, Spivey, Standley, Pugh, Sholar, Eason and other families prominent in early Bertie County history. All except the Pugh and Eason families intermarried with the Thomas family. Some of these names are familiar today in Tennessee and Kentucky where descendants of these families migrated after the Revolutionary War.

Two trails led from Windsor to that area along the Cashie, one south of the river and one north of it. Today two paved roads lead along the site of the same trails. In those days however, most travel to the county seat was done by boat along the Cashie.

Joseph Thomas’ original plantation consisted of 200 acres of land he had purchased from Samuel Bass. Six years later, May 12, 1735, he paid 92 pounds, 2 shillings continental money for an additional 640 acres of land on the north side of the Roanoke River adjoining property of John Blount, Thomas Busby and Richard Melton.8 This was purchased from Henry Avery and his wife Mary. Likely this property was adjacent to property he already owned on the south side of the Cashie.

About six months after this transaction, Joseph Thomas, Sr., died. He had made his will December 10, 1735, and it was probated February 6, 1736.9

Copy of Joseph Thomas’ will, hand written and recorded in ink in the Bertie County will book, reads, with original spelling unchanged:


“In the name of God, amen, I Joseph Tomas of North Carolina of Bertie pre sink being very sick and weake in body but of proper mind and memory thanks be to God for it knowing it is apernted for all men once to die doe make this my last will and testament. First I commend my body to the Earth to be buryed in a christian like manor and my sole into the Hand Almighty God that gave it. I give and bequeath as follows:

Item — I give and bequeath to my well beloved wife Eales (Alice) Tomas my plantation that I now live upon at her own disposal during her life and like wise all my stock and moveables.

Item — I give and bequeath to my son Josepth Tomas the above mentioned plantation after my wife’s de cease and the previldge of sum part of it in her lifetime provided he does not trouble her upon any ac (account).

Item—I give and bequeath to my son Mikell Tomas and my son Luke Tomas and my son James Tomas one tract of land six hundred and forty acirs lying upon to be equilyly devided amontgh the three and my son Mikell to have the first choice.

And likewise if my wife doeth by a negro woman with the estate and she bred for them, to be one to Jacob Tomas and one to Jonas Tomas and if the said negro woman has any more children besides these two to the next children corse and likewise after my wifes decase, of the two negroes I give my son Mikell his choice of the two him and his heirs and if Joseph Tomas or Luke Tomas or James Tomas should die, ether one of them without heirs, I dr that the land that I left them shall be to Jacob and Jonas and like wise after my wife decase all the estate to be equally devided amongst my children. One shilling I leave to my datter Charity Tomas and likewise I appoint my son Mikell Tomas and John Spivey to be my sole extrs of this my last will and testament as witness Hand. Desemberthe 10th 1735 Francis Hobson, Wm. Summers, jurats.”



On the opposite side of the document was this inscription:


“Bertie Prect. so Febry Court, 1735. The written will of Joseph Thomas was proved by the oaths of Francis Hobson and William Summers. The two subscribing witnesses thereto and heir Michael Thomas one of the Extrs therein named took the oath of an extr by law required. Test John Wynns. Recorded February 6, 1736.”



The John Spivey mentioned as executor was probably a brother of Joseph’s wife Alice.
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Chapter VIII: Joseph Thomas family in Bertie County, N.C.
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Joseph Thomas was survived by his wife and their eight children. Likely after he died, his widow, Alice (spelled Eales in the will) made her home with her eldest son Joseph Jr., and his wife Ann.

Apparently though, Alice (Spivey) Thomas had some means of her own as on November 13, 1738, she paid Littleton Spivey, probably her brother or nephew, 30 pounds for 220 acres of land on the north side of the Morratock (Roanoke) River adjoining James Bent (Blunt) and Thomas Busby, likely adjacent to the property that Joseph Thomas, Sr., had purchased from Henry Avery in May 1735. Witnesses to this transaction were George House, James Carter and Luke Thomas, third son of Alice and Joseph Thomas. It was recorded during Bertie County Court February 1739.

On December 29, 17401 Alice Thomas, widow, recorded “deed of gift 220 acres to my well beloved son, Luke,” the same tract of land she had purchased nearly two years before from Littleton Spivey. Witnesses were Henry Horn, William Carter, and her son, James Thomas, I.

There is no record of when Alice Thomas died. Apparently it was before the death of her son Joseph Jr., as she was not mentioned in his will.


CHILDREN OF JOSEPH THOMAS, SR., AND ALICE (SPIVEY) THOMAS


	Joseph Thomas, Jr. It is estimated that Joseph Jr., was about 27 years old when his father died. His wife’s name was Ann and they had the following children: Michael, married Ann; Josiah; Joseph III, Mary and Elizabeth.

Joseph Thomas, Jr., died in 1758 and his will was probated in the April Court, Bertie County that same year. His estate was left to his wife, Ann; sons Michael, Josiah and Joseph; daughters Mary and Elizabeth, and his brother James Thomas. Executors were his widow Ann Thomas, Thomas Whitness and Arthur Williams.

Joseph and Ann’s second son, Josiah, married Tabitha ____, who was born in 1777. They had the following children: Elizabeth, born March 9, 1799; James Sherrod Thomas, born March 4, 1801; Nancy, born April 28, 1803; Martha, born Sept. 29, 1805; Mary born May 20, 1808; Joseph John, born Aug. 30, 1810; and Matilda W., born April 10, 1813.2


	Michael Thomas. Second son of Joseph and Alice Thomas was about 25 years old when his father died in 1735. For several years he helped to till the 640 acres of land that he and his brothers Luke and James had inherited from their father. About 10 or 12 years after Joseph Thomas, Sr., died however, Michael patented 600 acres of land on Hog Creek and Rockfish River in Albemarle County, Virginia, and moved there to live.

In the 1780’s Michael Thomas served Albemarle County as a magistrate and sheriff; two of his deputies were Menan Wills and Edward Moore. He married his second wife, Elizabeth Station (also spelled Staton) in 1792 and his son Ralph Thomas, and a grown grandson, John Carroll, went across the mountains to obtain a license for him. Children by the first marriage: Michael, died 1826; Joseph, Jesse, Ralph, Edward, James, and a daughter who married a Carroll.

Michael Thomas lived until 1802 which would have made him approximately 92 years of age when he died.


	Luke Thomas. The “beloved son” to whom his mother, Alice Thomas, gave property in 1740, sold it later and moved to adjoining Edgecombe County and bought property there. Apparently he never married. He made his will June 28, 1751. It was probated August 23 that same year in Edgecombe County Court.3 He was about 49 years old at the time of his death.

Luke named his brother, Jacob, executor, and left all his estate to Jacob and his sister Mary. Jacob was given the plantation, a Negro girl named Penny and his riding horse, named Spiser. Luke left his sister Mary a Negro girl named Phyllis, one young stallion named Blaze, a roan mare, two cows and calves, two yearlings, two pewter dishes and two pewter basins. The remainder of the estate, both “indoors and out,” he divided equally between Jacob and Mary. He bequeathed 10 pounds Virginia currency to a friend, Ezakiah Kiell.4


	Mary Thomas. It is presumed that Mary went to Edgecombe County with her brother, Luke. Records however do not indicate what happened to her.


	Jacob Thomas. He also joined his brother Luke in Edgecombe County and married there. He is listed in the 1790 census of that county as head of a family with a wife, three sons and three slaves.




6. and 7. There is no further trace of Jonas and Charity Thomas, Joseph Thomas Sr’s two youngest children. Probably both died young.


	James Thomas I James, the fourth son of Joseph and Alice Thomas was probably born in Nansemond County, Virginia about 1714. He moved to Chowan County, North Carolina, with his parents prior to 1728. He was about 21 years old when his father died in 1735. Likely he and his brothers, Luke and Michael, proceeded to till the 640 acre plantation they had inherited from their father.

James Thomas I, married Sarah Barnes about 1741.5 The date is approximate as Bertie County marriage bonds for that period are missing.

James Thomas I, and Sarah (Barnes) Thomas had the following children, all of whom were born in Bertie County, North Carolina:


	Ezekiel, married Sarah Holland, had four children.

	Luke, married Susanna Darden, had at least two sons.

	James II, born 1762, married Mary Standley, had seven children.

	Selah, married Charles Dement, had 10 children.

	Laodicea, married Benjamin Sholar, had two children.

	Sarah, married (1) Benjamin Edwards. (2) James Foreman, had at least one child. (3) Andrew Greer, had 12 children.

	Lydia, married James Lawrence, had seven children.



On November 15, 1751, James Thomas I, paid John Crickett Jr., 25 pounds current money of Virginia for 270 acres of land on the north side of the Cashie River “. . .at the point of a large izland adjoining Pritchard’s line.” Witnesses were John Barnes Jr., and Joseph Wright.6 This was recorded during Bertie County Court February 1752. Samuel Ormes was the clerk. On the same date, John Barnes paid John Crickett 25 pounds for 200 acres on the north side of Buck Swamp at Rodes Corner tree. John Barnes Sr. and James Thomas I were witnesses.7

Probably James Thomas I, bought this land when or shortly after he and Sarah Barnes were married.

In 1763 James Thomas I bought 10 acres of land for two pounds, six shillings and eight pence, from Jesse Roundtree,8 and on March 8, 1768, James and Sarah sold four acres of land to George Spivey, a relative of James’ mother, for four pounds, two shillings and six pence.9 Witnesses were John Barnes, Jr., James Spivey and Joshua Spivey.
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CASHIE RIVER, Bertie County, North Carolina, as it looks today from the north bank near where James Thomas, II, lived prior to leaving for Kentucky in 1806. Joseph Thomas, James’ grandfather, owned property on the south side of the river. Originally called Cashie Swamp, the stream is navigable from it s confluence with Albermarle Sound to Windsor, about five miles upstream.

On September 20, 1774, James Thomas I, for the sum of 35 pounds, sold “to my two sons Ezekiell and Luke Thomas” 80 acres of land on the north side of Cashie Swamp “being part of the tract I live on” and adjoining the property of Henry Barnes. Witnesses were David Outlaw, William Harrison and Herbert Pritchard.10

In the fall of 1780 James Thomas, I, died at his plantation on the Cashie River and was buried in a family burying ground nearby. There is no record today as to the location of the family burying ground. According to information at Tarboro, North Carolina, very few grave markers dating earlier than 1840 have been found in North Carolina. This is mainly because marble markers in those days had to be purchased in England and shipped to Virginia, a very costly procedure, consequently few families could afford the expense. Then too, there were very few stones in the area large enough to use as markers, so wood was used. Unfortunately, the wood markers decayed and disappeared within a few years, thus most early graves lie unmarked and are generally lost to today’s researchers.

James Thomas’ will, dated October 22, 1780, was probated in the November 1780 term of Bertie County court.11 The following is copied from the original:


“In the name of God amen, I James Thomas of Bertie County of the state of North Carolina, being very sick and weak in body but of perfect mind and memory thanks be given unto God, calling unto mind the mortality of my body, and knowing that it is appointed for all men once to die, do make and ordain this my last will and testament; that is to say principally and first of all, I give and recommend to the earth, to be buried in a decent Christian like manner at the discretion of my executors, nothing doubting but at the general resurrection I shall receive the land again, by the mighty power of God and as tithing such worldly estate wherewith it has pleased God to bless me in this life, I give, divide, and dispose of the same in the following manner and form to wit —

Item — First of all I leave unto my beloved wife Sarah Thomas, during her life or widowhood one-third part of my land and plantation where I live, one featherbed and furniture that belongs to it, one mare, bridle, saddle, one spinning wheel, one iron pot and hook, and two pewter plates and pewter dish, one pewter basin, one cow and calf . . .

Item — I give and bequeath unto my beloved son Ezekiel Thomas one featherbed and what belongs to it, one pewter dish and two pewter plates, one nohorned heffer to him and his heirs forever. . .

Item — I give and bequeath unto my son Luke Thomas five shillings sterling to him and his heirs forever. . .

Item — I give and bequeath to my loving son James Thomas all my land and plantation after his mother’s death and two parts of the land from the time that the will is proved, one featherbed and what belongs to it, one horse, bridle and saddle to him and his heirs forever except my son James Thomas should die without heirs the land to be equally divided between my two eldest sons Ezekiel Thomas and Luke Thomas. . .

Item — I give and bequeath unto my beloved daughter Selah Dement wife of Charles Dement, one small chest, one eau and lamb to her and her heirs forever. . .

Item — I give and bequeath unto my loving daughter Luridill12 Thomas, one featherbed and what belongs to it, one spinning wheel, one pewter dish and two pewter plates, one cow and calf, one eau and lamb, one chist to her and her heirs forever. . .

Item—I give and bequeath unto my loving daughter Lidda Thomas the featherbed I lent to my loving wife to her and her heirs forever.. .

All the remainder part of my estate of what nature or kind soever I leave between my son James and Liddy Thomas at my son James coming of age of 21 years, and the said Lidday’s part to be continued in the hands of the said James Thomas during the discretion of the executors hereafter nominated or arrives at the age of eighteen years or majority . .. But in case that ither of the said James Thomas or Liddy Thomas should dye without lawful heirs then my will and desire is that his or her part of the devisant be and remain to the same James and Liddy Thomas to them and their heirs forever. . . Lastly I nominate, constitute and ordain David Outlaw and my son Ezekiel Thomas my whole and sole executors of this last will and testament to see the same complied with. I do hereby utterly disallow and revoke all other wills and testament by me heretofore made ratifying and confirming this and no other to be my last will and testament in witness where the said James Thomas I have hereunto set my hand and seal this 22 day of October in the year of our Lord Christ, one thousand seven hundred and eighty. (Seal).

“Signed, sealed, published, commended and delivered by the same James Thomas as his last will and testament in the presence of us; Abner Eason, Joseph Eason, Mary Pitchard (Pritchard). Bertie County, November term, 1780. Proved in due form of law in open court by the oath of Abner Eason, Esq., and Joseph Eason, two of the surviving witnesses and ordered to be recorded. Test. Stevens Grayble.”
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Only two of James I and Sarah (Barnes) Thomas’ seven children — Luke and Ezekiel, the two older sons — remained in North Carolina. James, the youngest son, and two of the daughters, Laodicea and Lydia, each went to Kentucky in the early 1800’s with their families. During that same period, Selah and Sarah, the other two daughters, moved to Tennessee with their families.


EZEKIEL THOMAS

Ezekiel was about 27 years old when his father, James I, died in 1780. He married Sarah Holland, daughter of Joseph and Mary Magdalene Holland, in Bertie County, North Carolina.1 They had four children:


	Sarah (Sally), married Robert Henry Jr., in Bertie County.

	Luke, who migrated to Kentucky, later to Tennessee.

	Ezekiel Jr., who also went to Kentucky and Tennessee.

	Eli, who apparently died young.



In 1773, Ezekiel Thomas witnessed the will of his grandfather, John Barnes Sr. In 1777, he sold property to his uncle, Henry Barnes,2 and on January 20, 1792, he paid 25 silver dollars to Henry Barnes, his uncle, for 60 acres of land on the Cashie Swamp adjoining the road running to his own line by Barnes’ and Abner Eason’s property. Witnesses were Abner Eason and James Thomas II, brother of Ezekiel.

On January 28, 1795, Ezekiel sold William Morris two tracts of land. One consisted of 100 acres adjoining the land of Shadrach Dunning, Joel Holland, his brother-in-law, and John Sholar, for which he paid 100 silver dollars. The other tract contained 50 acres near land of Joel Cook and John Sholar on Daniel’s Pocoson. It was part of the patent granted Joseph Holland, his father-in-law, and which was willed Ezekiel’s wife Sarah when her father died. Both deeds were signed by Ezekiel and Sarah, and witnessed by Keziah Pritchard, Indah Harmon and William Morris Jr.

Apparently Sarah (Holland) Thomas, wife of Ezekiel Sr., died prior to 1799, as on March 2, 1799, Ezekiel Thomas married Elizabeth Weston.3 Some six weeks later, April 15, 1799, Ezekiel paid Charles King $250 for 117 acres of land on Poplar Branch, which seems to have been the last land transaction recorded involving Ezekiel. However, as agent settling the estate of Perry Standley, a cousin, Ezekiel sold to Ralph Outlaw for the sum of seven pounds 10 shillings, one Negro boy named Daniel. This deed was registered in Bertie County in 1801 with James Lawrence and James A. Gardner as witnesses.

Ezekiel Thomas Sr., died in 1809 without making a will, and in order to settle his estate, the Bertie County Court ordered a land division. This land totaled 249 acres and the division is listed in Bertie records4 with a drawing of the three surveys. It reads:


“E. Thomas, Land Division. State of North Carolina, Bertie County Court. May term, 1809, Robert Henry et al, to the court Perto for partition of land, ordered that Solomon Cherry, Jurat; George Bond, Abner Eason, Ralph Outlaw and James Tayloe be summonsed to divide the lands of Ezekiel Thomas decd, among his legal representatives and that they make return of their proceedings to the next court. Jos. Blount, Dy Clerk.

“In obedience to the annexed order, we the subscribers have met at the house of Joseph Eason, Esquire, and divided the lands of Ezekiel Thomas in the above plott. To Sally Henry, lott No. 1, seventy nine acres bounded as followed, beginning at a pine in Henry Powell’s line, thence along his line to Joseph Eason’s line, thence along his line to Henry Barn’s line, thence along his line to a pine and small sweetgum, thence along a line of new marked trees south 34 degrees East along sd line of new marked trees to the first stake; and to Luke Thomas, Lott No. 3, eighty six acres bounded as follows, beginning at a pine and small sweetgum in Henry Barn’s line Sally Henry’s corner, and running along a line of new marked trees south 15 degrees east to the main run of Cashy Swamp Henry Powell’s corner, thence along his line to Sally Henry’s new marked line, thence north 34 west to the first station; and to Ezekiel Thomas Lott No. 2, bounded as follows, beginning at the main run of Cashy Swamp at Luke Thomas’ corner, and running his line north 15 degrees west to his corner a pine and small gum in Henry Barn’s line, thence along his line to the main run of said Cashy Swamp, then down said run to the first station. Given under our hands and seals the 10th day of February 1810.

“Solo. Cherry, Jurat; Abner Eason, George H. Bond, Ralph Outlaw, James Tayloe.

“State of North Carolina, Bertie County Court, February term 1810. This return of the Division of Lands of Ezekiel Thomas, decd, was made at this term by the Commissioners and ordered to be registered. Tests, Solo. Cherry, Jurat, clerk.”



On the margin of the page on which the division was recorded in the book were these words: “Note, there is a mistake made by the Commissioners in this Division Lot No. 3 for Lot No. 2, but I must register it as I find it noted in the return. BN.”

Sally (Thomas) Henry’s husband, Robert Jr., son of Robert Sr., and Elizabeth Henry, died in Bertie County in 1835. He apparently did not leave a will as the county court ordered a land division. This division was recorded December 21, 18355 and involved over 1400 acres of land valued at $4,831. The property was divided among the following children of Robert Jr., and Sally (Thomas) Henry; Eli, Freeman, Peyton, David, Richard, Joseph, Thomas and Elizabeth Henry, and George D. Eliot and wife. Sally (Thomas) Henry is not mentioned in the division and may have died prior to the death of her husband.

The land was listed as being ” . . .near Isaac Perry’s corner, Beaver Dam, and Barnes’ line. . . ” and located in the area between the Cashie and Chowan Rivers in the Southeastern part of Bertie County.

Ezekiel Thomas’s two surviving sons, Luke and Ezekiel Jr., sold the property deeded them in the land division — Luke in 1811, who disposed of his 86 acres to Joseph Eason for 86 pounds and which was listed in the deed as “. . .my part of the land formerly belonging to my father, Ezekiel Thomas, deceased. . .near Cashie River and Eason’s Mill pond and Barnes’ line.”6 Solomon Cherry Jr., and William Thompson were witnesses. This deed was recorded just prior to the time Luke migrated to Kentucky.

Luke Thomas, son of Ezekiel Thomas Sr., was born February 25, 1790 in North Carolina. After selling his property he migrated to Kentucky about 1812. He was married to Elizabeth Burradell in Christian County, Kentucky. March 8, 1813, by Rev. Dudley Williams.7

The 1820 census of Trigg County, Ky., listed Luke Thomas along with his wife, five children — two boys and three girls—all under 10 and two slaves. They had 13 children, five, possibly six, of whom were born in Kentucky and the remainder in Tennessee. They were:8


	James Burradell (b. Mch. 4, 1814; d. Apr. 27, 1867) married Caroline Hallum, 1835, nine children.

	Calvin Pinkney (b. Oct. 31, 1815; d. Aug. 28, 1882), married: (1) Elizabeth Hallum, Feb. 5, 1840, two children. (2) Susan Jefery Hansbro, Jan. 18, 1851, six children.

	Sarah (Sally), married Washington Noell, Aug. 21, 1837, no children.

	Burnetta, married Washington Noell (widower of Sarah), Sept. 29, 1840, three children.

	Peachie Ann, married Gaines J. Stroud, seven children.

	Emeline (d. July 1898) married William H. Traywick, Oct. 19, 1852, six children.

	Ezekiel (b. Aug. 23, 1822; d. Mch. 18, 1873), married Rachel Elritta Sparks, Jan. 19, 1853, five children.

	Mary Anne (b. June 19, 1827; d. May 15, 1900), married (1) Enoch (Nuck) McAdoo, Sept. 9, 1857, two children. (2) John Conyers, Mch. 28, 1868, three children.

	Suphrona C., (b. 1830; d. Feb. 1910), married R. E. (Bob) McAdoo, one child.

	Haywood Bledsaw, (b. Oct. 1832; d. Nov. 23, 1905), married Celia Anne Roach, Nov. 1867, 10 children.

	Elizabeth Frances, (b. Dec. 11, 1834; d. July 9, 1905), married Pleasant G. Wright, Dec. 8, 1857, six children.

	Alabama Tennessee, (b. 1837; d. June 7, 1904), married: (1) Dr. William R. Dansforth, Oct. 14, 1858; d. May 8, 1867. (2) Joseph Hissong, d. Feb. 7, 1885. (3) Jack W. Striblin, d. Feb. 6, 1904 (no children by either marriage).

	Matthew L., (Matt), b. 1844, never married. Was killed accidentally April 6, 1862, by a Confederate soldier during the Civil War Battle of Shiloh.



Luke Thomas, oldest son of Ezekiel Thomas Sr., died December 20, 1860, at his home in Carroll County, Tenn., but for some reason, his will was not probated until the January 1863 term of court. In his will he bequeathed land and Negroes to his wife Elizabeth, and other items to his sons, Matt L., who had died in 1862 before the will was probated; James B., C. Pinkney, Ezekiel and Haywood B. Thomas; Elizabeth F. Wright, Alabama T. Dansforth; and grandchildren James C., Elizabeth F., and Mary E. Noell (children of Burnetta.) Sons James, Pinkney and Ezekiel Thomas were named as executors.9 Among the items bequeathed his family were 20 shares of Memphis & Ohio Railroad stock valued at $25 per share, and one share of Nashville & Northwestern Railroad stock at $100 per share.

In 1859 when the Nashville & Northwestern Railroad was being surveyed between Nashville, Tenn., and Hickman, Ky., the route crossed the lands of Luke Thomas, his son, and that of two sons of his brother Ezekiel. In all, five tracts were crossed. Two agreements signed by Luke Jr., son of Ezekiel, granted right of way across ” . . .part of a 1200 acre tract of land in Carroll County, Tenn., Dists 11 and 4 whereon I now live.. . ” He agreed to ask no damages from the railroad unless it changed location. The railroad was not to dig ditches or pits unless it drained them. This agreement was signed August 1, 1859.

Luke Jr’s other agreement granted right of way for a “. . .strip of land that shall be wide enough for the roadbed and embankments, it being the tract whereon I now live.” It was signed March 26, 1860.

On Feb. 2, 1860, Luke Jr., and brother Rufus signed an agreement permitting the railroad to cross a 560-acre tract “. . . allotted to us by our father E. (Ezekiel) Thomas, on the place where on we now live.” The railroad agreed to put in two cattle guards on the line fences.

Also on Feb. 2, 1860, Luke Thomas, Sr., and his son Ezekiel signed separate agreements with the railroad. Luke Sr., granted use of a strip of land necessary for road bed and its uses through part of 302 acres in Carroll County ” . . .it being part of tract of land granted me by the State of Tennessee and the place whereon I now live.” The railroad agreed to make one water pond 25 feet wide and 37 feet long and four feet deep and put in four cattle guards. Luke also reserved all rights to the timber.

Ezekiel’s agreement granted the railroad right of way across a “…strip of land through 150 acre tract purchased by me from James B. Thomas whereon I now live in Civil District 4.” The railroad also agreed to make necessary provision for the stock to pass to and from water, and install cattle guards. As did his father, Ezekiel reserved the timber rights for his own use.

All the agreements were signed by E. Culverhouse for the railroad, and witnesses included: D. H. Stephens, E. H. Martin, E. Gwin and F. W. Turner.10

Elizabeth (Burradell) Thomas, widow of Luke, died Feb. 3, 1870.

Ezekiel Thomas, Luke’s brother, did not sell all of his-North Carolina property until after he had settled in Tennessee. On Jan. 21, 1823, James Cherry of Bertie County, N. C., paid Ezekiel and Abrilla Thomas of Carroll County, Tenn., $399 for 113 acres of land on the north side of Cashie Swamp “. . .being land that formerly belonged to Perry Standley (Ezekiel’s father-in-law) which Ezekiel Thomas holds in right of his wife, Abrilla, formerly Standley, near the Mill branch by property of W. K. Miller, deceased, Jonathan Pritchard, and James Cherry.” The deed was witnessed by John House and Henry A. Powell.11

Ezekiel Thomas Jr., apparently migrated to Kentucky about the same time as his brother Luke, for on November 9, 1813 (some sources say 1812) he married Temperance Thomas, daughter of James Thomas II, in Christian County, Ky. They had one child, Clerry (also called Clarissa) born March 4, 1814. Temperance, his wife, died October 22, 1817, and was buried in the Futrell family burying ground on Donaldson Creek.12

Ezekiel’s second wife was Abrilla P. (also called Abiola, Absilla and Arabella, and spelled Absley on her gravestone) Standley, daughter of Perry Standley, and niece of Mary (Standley) Thomas, wife of James II, whom he married January 1, 1818, on Donaldson Creek, Christian County, Ky. The 1820 census of Trigg County listed Ezekiel as living in the newly formed county with two daughters under 10, apparently one by Abrilla (Standley) Thomas, his second wife, and one, Clerry, by Temperance (Thomas) Thomas, his first wife. He was also listed as owning three slaves.

Both Luke and Ezekiel Thomas were active in the affairs of Trigg County, but in a few years the pioneer spirit struck them for a second time. When Andrew Jackson negotiated for the Jackson Purchase in 1818, the closing of this deal with the Indians opened to settlers all the lands west of the Tennessee River in both Kentucky and Tennessee. In 1822, Luke and Ezekiel and their families left Kentucky and moved to Carroll County, Tenn., which had been formed in 1821. They settled permanently at a community called Hico, a few miles south of present day McKenzie, and later acquired additional land through grants from the State of Tennessee.13 Both are listed in Carroll County minute books as having served on the jury and participated in other affairs of their newly adopted county. Ezekiel is on record as having sold 184 acres of land in 1824 to Robert E. C. Daugherty who, some 10 years earlier, had lived near his aunt, Sarah (Thomas) Greer in Smith County, Tennessee. (See Chapter 10). Two other deeds recorded at Huntingdon, Tenn., seat of Carroll County, concerns sale of 250 acres of land by R. E. C. Daugherty to Ezekiel Thomas for $775. It was dated June 7, 1824. The other, dated Feb. 16, 1825, listed deed from Daugherty for sale of 116 acres to Luke Thomas for the sum of $696.

Ezekiel and Abrilla (Standley) Thomas had eight, perhaps nine, children, most of whom were born in Tennessee. They were:14


	Matt, married Bill McCracken, of Huntingdon, Tenn.

	Arabella (Bell), married Jim Thompson.

	Louise Anna, married Thomas W. Coleman, Jan. 19, 1846.

	Amanda, married W. S. Gardner, July 20, 1840.

	Alta Zary, married Richard L. Pate, March 10, 1840.

	Luke, moved to Arkansas; had at least one child.

	Frank, no data.

	Rufus (Rufe), no data except that he was living in 1860.

	Fulton, drowned in Gwin mill pond near Hico, Tenn.



There is no record of the names of the wives of Ezekiel’s sons. However, a family source says all the son’s children were girls, thus the Ezekiel Thomas Jr., name died with that generation.

Ezekiel Thomas Jr., died January 3, 1850. According to his gravestone he was 58 years old, making his birth year 1792. There is no record in Carroll County that he left a will or that his estate was inventoried and it is very likely that his children simply divided the property among themselves. Neither does a search of the Carroll County records reveal any trace of Ezekiel’s daughter Clerry, the only child by his first wife, Temperance (Thomas) Thomas.

In July 1971, Robert Meredith Thomas, Salem, Virginia, a descendant of Luke, wrote:


” . . .In 1967 my father (Robert Ezekiel Thomas) and I found the burying grounds. . .(in Carroll County, Tenn.) Ezekiel was buried approximately one and a half miles south of Hico station (now only a rail siding) and approximately 125 feet east of the L&N railroad (the old N&NW) tracks. . .There were four stones (1) engraved EZEKIEL THOMAS, departed this life Jan. 3, 1850, AE 58 y’s. (2) engraved ABSLEY P. THOMAS, departed this life April 25, 1852, AE 51 y’rs 4 ms. The other two stones engraved E.T. and A.P.T., were probably foot markers. ”

. . .Luke my ancestor was buried approximately three fourths of a mile north of Hico station and approximately 100 yards east of the railroad tracks. . .There is only one remaining broken tombstone which is engraved: LUKE THOMAS, born Feb. 25, 1790, died Dec. 20, 1860.




[image: GRAVE MARKERS of Luke and Ezekiel Thomas, near Hico, Carroll County, Tenn., where they migrated from Trigg County, Ky., about 1823. Pictures made in 1971 by Robert Meredith Thomas, descendant of Luke.]
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LUKE THOMAS SR.


Luke, brother of Ezekiel Sr., and uncle of Luke and Ezekiel Thomas Jr., and second son of James Thomas I, was involved in a few land transactions in Bertie County, N. C., before he moved to another part of the state to live. On April 2, 1774, he paid James McDaniel 35 pounds for 128 acres of land on the south side of the Cashie Swamp ” . . .being land whereon Kaleb Spivey, father of Kaleb Spivey, Jr., lived, part of tract granted Thomas Jones May 1, 1768.” Witnesses were James Thomas I, father of Luke; Joshua Spivey, and Herbert Pritchard.15

Later in 1774 Luke Thomas begain to dispose of his land. First parcel. 80 acres, was bought by his brother Ezekiel, Sept. 20, 1774,16 and about four months later, January 30, 1775, he sold the 128-acre “Spivey Tract” to Abner Eason. On December 30, 1777, he apparently closed out his entire estate of land in Bertie County, selling his half interest in the 80 acres he and his brother Ezekiel had bought from their father in 1774, and moved to Sampson County, North Carolina.

The 1790 census listed Luke Thomas as living in Sampson County, with one son under 16, a wife, three daughters and one slave. Luke Thomas made his will April 12, 180117, naming his wife Susanna (probably Susanna Darden, descendant of Joseph Darden of Bertie County); sons William Thomas, Darden Thomas, and Harry Snell, probably a grandson. Executors were his wife Susanna Thomas, William Darden and Joseph Darden. Witnesses to the will were: Stephen King, Ann Darden and Tempy Darden.


“Ezekiel Thomas is my name, with this pen I rite the same, January 17, 1796.”



(See Chapter III)







This is deductible from the will of Joseph Holland, dated Nov. 17, 1790, Bertie County Will Book B, page 168, in which he bequeathed property to his daughter, Sarah Thomas. Ezekiel Thomas was named in the will as one of the executors.



Bertie County Deed Book P, page 309.



North Carolina Historical and Genealogical Register, by J.R.B. Hathaway, editor, 1903. Bertie marriage bonds Vol. 2, No. 3, page 373.



Bertie County Will Book V, page 43.



Bertie County Deed Book DD, pages 356, 363, 365, 367.



Ibid Book V, page 473.



Marriage records, Christian County, Ky.



From records of Robert M. Thomas, compiled in 1933 by Mrs. Etta Kirk Crowder King, great granddaughter of Luke Thomas Jr.



Carroll County, Tenn., Will Book One, Indexed.



Original agreements on file in real estate department, L&N Railroad, Louisville, Ky., under NC&StL Nos. 3307, 3308, 3309, 3311, and 3312. However, Luke Thomas did not live to see the railroad built across his land. It reached McKenzie from Hickman in 1861, a year after Luke died, and was not completed between McKenzie and Nashville through Hico until 1867, two years after the Civil War.



Bertie County Deed Book BB, page 74.



G. A. Bridges History, 1928.



Ezekiel’s grants recorded in “Lands West of the Tennessee River,” State Archives, Nashville, Tenn., Included: No. 1620, March 15, 1846, Book 2, page 712; No. 4330, Oct. 1, 1847, Book 6, page 231. Luke’s grants: No. 4302, Oct. 1, 1847, Book 6, page 204; No. 12080, May 1, 1851, no book or page number.



Carroll County records; notes by Thomas E. Thomas, McKenzie, Tenn., 1928, and Robert M. Thomas, 1971. One family information source names Matt as a daughter among the eight children, but omits Amanda (Mandy). Another source lists Amanda but omits Matt, thus today it Isn’t clear whether or not there were eight or nine children, or whether one may have been Ezekiel’s daughter by his first wife.



Bertie County Deed Book M, page 111.



Ibid, Book M, page 190; Book M, page 156; Book M, page 367.



“Abstracts of Sampson County, N. C. Wills, 1784-1895,” by Cora Bass, Bass Publishing Co., 201 Chestnut St., Clinton, N. C., page 112.





Chapter X: James Thomas, II and his family in Kentucky
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James Thomas II, the third and youngest son of James Thomas I, and Sarah (Barnes) Thomas, was born in Bertie County, North Carolina in 1762. (Some sources say 1760.) On September 6, 1790, he married Miss Mary Standley. Whitmell Whiteacre, a neighbor and friend of James, was their security.

Mary Standley’s father was Edmund Standley; her mother was probably Margaret Perry, daughter of Samuel and Prudence Perry, of Bertie County.1 Family records indicate only that Mary was the daughter of Edmund Standley who “married a Miss Perry,” thus leaving the rest to speculation.

The newly married couple settled on the family plantation on the Cashie River, two thirds of the title to which James had inherited when he became 21 years of age. The remaining third he would inherit upon the death of his mother, Sarah (Barnes) Thomas.

Bertie County records list several land transactions by James Thomas II. On January 12, 1800, he paid Henry Barnes $30 for 15 acres of land on the north side of Cashie Swamp. Witnesses were his brother Ezekiel Thomas and Ralph Outlaw.2 Then, in 1804, he purchased additional property from Blake Baker in Bertie County.3

One wonders why James Thomas was buying more land in North Carolina in 1804 when two years later he would be heading for Kentucky. Despite this, in the spring of 1806, James Thomas II and his family were ready to head for Kentucky. He was then 45 years old. Many families had already gone, leaving their property in the hands of friends and relatives, or, if possible, they sold it before they left. I have found nothing in Bertie County records of a land sale near the time James left for Kentucky, so it may be assumed that he left his property—approximately 425 acres—in the hands of his brother Ezekiel, the only member of the family to remain in the Cashie River area, and the only one of James and Sarah Thomas’ children to die there.

Some accounts say that James and Mary Thomas and their family arrived on Donaldson Creek in July 1806. Other accounts say it wasn’t until November of that year. The journey was nearly 650 miles, and assuming that they averaged 15 miles per day, a generous average for a yoke of oxen, the trip would have involved at least 40 days. Probably more time was consumed if they took the Holston River route, and they spent additional time visiting James’ sister Sarah, in Smith County, Tennessee. Thus, if they left North Carolina in the Spring, the most logical time, April probably, the July arrival would be the most likely.

Upon arriving at his property, James Thomas enlisted the help of what few neighbors there were, and built a log cabin at a point where today intersect the Donaldson and Cadiz Roads in Christian County, now Trigg. Stanley Thomas, the youngest child of James and Mary was born November 16, 1806, after their arrival and was their only child to have been born in Kentucky.

Life in the wilderness was not easy for the pioneer woman, particularly for Mary Thomas who had given birth to seven children, the last of whom has been born when she was 44 years old. In helping to eke out a living on their newly cleared property on Donaldson Creek, likely she worked almost as hard, and certainly as regular, as did her husband.

Mary Thomas died April 12, 1825; she was 63 years old. Three of her children — Cullen, Temperance and Perry — had married before she died, and one, Temperance, preceeded her in death.

On July 25, 1826, James Thomas II married his second wife, Dilla (Mitchell) Farmer.4 There were no children. According to family tradition, this marriage was not well received by his family, and two years later, James II deeded all his property to each of his six surviving children. This was done by making an individual deed to each child (except Mary), and all were dated November 17, 1828. Inasmuch as he had disposed of all his property in this manner, no will was ever filed for James Thomas, II. The original of the deed to James Jr., is still in existence.5 It reads:


“This indenture made this 17th day of November 1828, between James Thomas, Sr., of the County of Trigg and State of Kentucky of the one part and James Thomas Jr., of county and state aforesaid of the other part, witnesseth: that the said James Thomas Sr., for and in consideration of the natural love and affection which he has and bears unto his son James Thomas, Jr., and also for divers other good causes and considerations, me the said James Thomas, Sr., hereunto moving hath given granted and confirmed and do by these presents give grant and confirm two negros one a boy named Cesar and the other, a girl named Mariah, also one sixth of the value of the following articles—one light brown horse, one crib of corn, one stock of cattle one stock of hogs, one stock of sheep the numbers not exactly ascertained, to have and to hold the said negroes and the above mentioned property hereby conveyed with the appurtenances unto the said James Jr., his heirs and assigns forever and the said James Thomas Sr., for himself his heirs executors and administrators, the aforesaid negroes and the above named property until the said James Thomas Jr., his heirs or assigns against the claim or claims of all and every person or persons whatsoever. Doth and will forever warrant and defend by these presents in witness whereof the said James Thomas, Sr., has hereunto annext his hand this 17th day of November 1828. Witness: Cullen Futrell; Thompson (his mark) Johnson.’ Given under my hand this 11th day of July 1829. Will Cannon, Clk, TCC.”



Cullen was deeded all the land “on the south side of Donaldson Creek and bounded as followeth to wit: beginning at a sycamore on the south side of said creek and running south 90 poles by Lindsay’s line to a white oak and Spanish oak about 20 poles south of Lindsay’s corner, thence west 90 poles to a black oak, thence north 92 poles to a sycamore on the south bank of Donaldson Creek, thence up the run of said creek to the beginning containing 50 acres, be the same more or less together with all and singular the appurtenances thereunto belonging to in any-wise appertaining. Also a certain negro boy named George, also 1/3 of the value of a negro woman named Hasty and her child named Bedy and their increase.” Cullen also was deeded one sixth part of the value of the horse, livestock and corn as outlined in the deed to James Jr.

The so-called “home place” was deeded to Stanley and included “all that tract or parcel of land where I now live lying and situated in the county of Trigg on the north side of Donaldson Creek and bounded as followeth to wit: beginning on the north side of said creek at a post oak on a hillside marked JH running south of Lindsay’s line 90 poles to two sycamores on the bank of the creek thence down the run of said creek 180 poles to a sugar tree and hickory thence north 100 poles to a stake thence to the beginning containing 150 acres. . .Also two negroes, one a boy named Daniel, and the other a girl named Hanner, one clock, one chest, one table, one rifle gun, one cupboard. . .All my plantation and farming tools, also all my household and kitchen furniture. Stanley also shared in one-sixth of the livestock and corn, previously mentioned.

Perry came in for a share of the land “on the south side of Donaldson Creek and bounded as followeth to wit: beginning at a sycamore on the south bank of Donaldson Creek and running south 90 poles by Cullen Thomas land, to a black oak, thence west 90 poles to a hickory on the south bank of said creek, thence up the run of Donaldson Creek to the beginning containing 50 acres.. .Also a certain negro boy named David, also 1/3 of the value of a negro woman named Hasty and her child named Bedy and their increase.”

Perry also was deeded one-sixth of the value of the livestock and corn as were the others.

Starkie seemed to have come out better on land than did any of his brothers. He was deeded property ” . . .on the headwaters of Bird’s Creek of Little River and bounded as followeth to wit: Beginning at a post oak at or near the line of a 2500 acre survey made by the Shelby Academy thence south 15 degrees east 200 poles to two black oaks and a post oak, thence south 75 degrees east 320 poles to a black oak and a post oak, thence north 15 degrees west 200 poles to a stake thence north 75 degrees west 320 poles to the beginning containint 400 acres.. .Also two negroes, the one named Jacob and the other named Linsey…”

Starkie also shared in the value of the livestock and corn.

All the deeds were witnessed by Cullen Futrell and Thompson Johnson.

I found no record of a deed pertaining to anything that James Thomas Sr., may have left his daughter, Mary (Thomas) Bridges. It is assumed that she was the sixth person, with her five brothers, to receive “. . .one sixth of the value of the light brown horse, crib of corn, stock of cattle, hogs and sheep.” Likely too, she received the remaining third of the value of the Negro woman named Hasty and her child, Bedy. The other two thirds went, according to the deed, a third each, to her brothers Cullen and Perry.

Apparently Dilla (Mitchell, Farmer) Thomas survived her husband as she is on record in Trigg County as having bought land from John Craig on Donaldson Creek in 1838, and was listed on the roll of Donaldson Creek Chruch in 1842. Little else is known about James’ second wife.

James Thomas II, Revolutionary veteran and one of Western Kentucky’s hardiest pioneers, died September 9, 1832, and was buried beside his first wife, Mary (Standley) Thomas, in the family burying ground just west of the home of his oldest son, Cullen.6 According to the inscription on his gravestone he was 70 years old.


THE CHILDREN OF JAMES THOMAS II AND MARY (STANDLEY) THOMAS


CULLEN THOMAS

Born August 21, 1791 in Bertie County, North Carolina, he was 15 years old when the family migrated to Kentucky.

On January 31, 1812, six years after the family arrived at their new home, Cullen obtained a marriage license from the county clerk at Hopkinsville, making the long trip to the county seat on horseback in the dead of winter to secure it. Apparently he had made his plans in plenty of time as it wasn’t until February 27, 1812 that he married Miss Elizabeth Futrell, who lived on an adjoining farm. She was the daughter of Thomas and Sarah (Bittle) Futrell, and had migrated to Donaldson Creek from Northampton County, North Carolina.

Cullen and Elizabeth settled on property on the south side of Donaldson Creek about a half mile from the original James Thomas grant, and during his lifetime acquired about 1,000 acres of land.

They had five children, three boys and two girls:




[image: CULLEN THOMAS CULLEN’S original cabin and stone chimney, built about 1812, stands today as part of this home on the south side of Donaldson Creek. Log portion has been boarded over for many years. The house is still in the family.]
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	Alfred, (b. May 8, 1813; d. Jan. 9, 1833); never married.

	Mary, (b. 1822; d. 1825).

	Peyton (b. Apr. 6, 1820; d. Aug. 28, 1890), married Sarah L. Ethridge, Dec. 2, 1841; 10 children.

	James (b. Jan. 6, 1826; d. June 8, 1861), never married. Served during War with Mexico; elected major in the Kentucky Militia, later appointed colonel in the Trigg County Militia.

	Emeline, (b. Oct. 30, 1828; d. Nov. 12, 1852), married Thomas Vinson, Aug. 5, 1845; three children.



Elizabeth, first wife of Cullen, died March 8, 1844. His second wife was Drucilla Carter, who was born Aug. 11, 1810. They had two sons, both of whom died at an early age. William C., their first-born died at the age of four, and the second child, John Cullen, lived only one year.

Cullen Thomas was active in public affairs and was the oldest justice of the peace in Trigg County when he died. He had served as such beginning in 1835. Matthew McKinney, who published a newspaper at Cadiz, Kentucky, in the 1880’s, had this to say about Cullen Thomas:


“He was a gentleman of considerable weight of character, very popular in his neighborhood, and as hospitable as a villiage landlord.”



He died June 8, 1862. After his death, his widow, Drucilla, married William Kennedy who was born September 15, 1792, and who died December 12, 1891. Drucilla (Carter) (Thomas) Kennedy died May 23, 1894. Cullen and his two wives are buried in his family burying ground just west of his original home place on the south side of Donaldson Creek.



TEMPERANCE THOMAS


Born in Bertie County, North Carolina, Feb. 7, 1794, she was 13 years old when the family moved to Kentucky in 1806. She was married November 9, 1813.7 to Ezekiel Thomas Jr., son of Ezekiel Thomas Sr., brother of Temperance’s father, James II. They had one daughter, Clerry, born March 4, 1814. Temperance Thomas died October 22, 1817 on Donaldson Creek and was buried in the Futrell burying ground, the site of which has since been obliterated by cultivation over the graves. Her daughter Clerry apparently moved to Tennessee with her father in 1822. There is no record of her later life. (See Chapter 9).



PERRY THOMAS

Born in Bertie County, North Carolina, May 25, 1797. He was nine years old when the family came to Kentucky. He attended the first school to be organized in the community and grew to manhood on Donaldson Creek.

Perry Thomas married Elizabeth Josephine Bridges. She was born October 29, 1804, daughter of Drury Bridges8 and Charity (Cohoon — also spelled Cohoone, Cahoon, and today, Calhoun) Bridges. In one of Perry’s family bibles is this notation: “This is to certify that Perry Thomas and Elizabeth Bridges of the County of Trigg and the State of Kentucky, were by me united together in holy matrimony on the 16th day of March in the year of our Lord, one thousand eight hundred and twenty one, by A. Boyd, in the presence of Drury Bridges, James Thomas, fathers, and many spectators.”

Perry Thomas purchased land about a half a mile west of the original James Thomas land grant and settled there. He is said to have been totally dissimilar from his brothers, in size, disposition and culture, and physically, was built much smaller than any other member of the family. In his day he was the best mathmatician in the county. He was a successful planter but his disposition, which was described as “being like a caged bird,” led him into other activities as well. He held various public offices in the county including that of tax assessor, a position in which he served for 21 years. He was also the census enumerator for the years 1870 and 1880, the latter being when he was 83 years old. He also served as clerk of the Donaldson Creek Baptist Church, and was one of the original members of Linton Lodge, No. 575, A.F. & A.M., when it was organized in 1874.


[image: THE PERRY THOMAS home was built in 1844 and destroyed by fire in 1975. Perry bequeathed it to his three youngest children and his will specified certain rooms that each should have. The property was in the family for 150 years. PERRY THOMAS]
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He was a prolific writer and penned many sketches, poems, religious notes and bible references in a long, artistic flowing script, using a goose quill pen and homemade ink. He kept notes on a wide variety of subjects including births and deaths in the community, and an account of the genealogy of the family, that he wrote when he was 88 years old, has been used as the basis for research by every family genealogist since — including this writer. Many of his notes and papers are still in existence. Perry Thomas died July 14, 1886,9 and his wife died February 1, 1891. Both are buried in the family burying ground near the homestead he built on the Donaldson Road in 1844. They had 14 children, 10 boys and four girls:


	Albert, (b. Apr. 8, 1822; d. Nov. 26, 1894), married Mary Jane Futrell, 1866, no children. Albert served two years as assistant surgeon in the Union Army during the Civil War.

	Alpha, (b. Nov. 21, 1823; d. Feb. 20, 1917), Married Alfred B. Coleman, Feb. 16, 1844, seven children.

	Allison W., (b. Sept. 14, 1825; d. Apr. 24, 1921), married Catherine E. Carloss, May 31, 1848, nine children.

	William S., (b. Oct. 15, 1827; d. May 14, 1900), married Sallie Jacqueline Thomas, no children.

	Rufus K., (b. Oct. 25, 1829; d. June 20, 1891), married Avie Dunn, eight children.

	Benjamin Franklin, (b. May 7, 1832; d. Aug. 11, 1883), married Ruth Noe, Nov. 15, 1850, nine children.

	James Henry, (b. Feb. 2, 1834; d. Aug. 20, 1838).

	Perry Jr., (b. Nov. 14, 1836; d. Oct. 13, 1903), married Aurora Wimberly, Feb. 23, 1859, no children.

	Eliza Jane, (b. Jan. 14, 1839; d. March 28, 1926), married William R. Futrell, Feb. 18, 1861, eight children.

	Chilton Allen, (b. Jan. 5, 1841; d. Apr. 6, 1924), married (1) Martha Ann Duncan, Dec. 9, 1867, eight children. (2) Amanda E. Chewning, June 29, 1896, two children.

	Starkie Dupey, (b. Feb. 19, 1843; d. Feb. 6, 1939), married (1) Sarah F. Pugh, Nov. 23, 1865, five children. (2) Mrs. Elizabeth (Pugh) Ingram, (sister of first wife), no children.

	Josephine, (b. Jan. 7, 1846; d. Apr. 26, 1933), never married.

	Etna, (b. Feb. 8, 1848, d. Dec. 19, 1929), married William J. Turner, Jan. 20, 1890, no children.

	Winfield Scott, (b. April 12, 1850; d. Mar. 4, 1931), married Cassandra James Futrell, Jan. 4, 1874, three children.





STARKIE THOMAS

Born June 29, 1799 in Bertie County, North Carolina. He was married in Kentucky Sept. 15, 1825 to Mary Bridges, sister of Elizabeth the wife of his brother Perry. Starkie bought land about three miles north of the original James Thomas grant and settled there, eventually acquiring over 2,000 acres. Many of his descendants own portions of that property today. According to Matthew McKinney’s sketches about the Thomas family, “. . .(Starkie) was more taciturn than any of his brothers; possessed of fine business qualifications; was constable for a number of years, was as moral as a Mohammedan devotee, and a gentleman under all conditions and circumstances.”He was a farmer, and made money on his farm; he was rarely idle but always found time to assist a neighbor in distress, and did many acts of kindness to persons who were unaware from whence or from whom the favor came.”

Starkie and Mary (Bridges) Thomas had 11 children, eight boys and three girls:


	William B., (b. Dec. 20, 1825; d. July 9, 1901), married (1) Nancy Jane Rogers, Oct. 15, 1847, eight children. (2) Sarah Elizabeth Light, Mch. 8, 1877, no children.






[image: ON SITE of Starkie’s home is this house built by Starkie A., a son, about 1896. Part of the original home however, stood until 1931. It is now owned and occupied by descendants of both James Thomas and Drury Bridges.]
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	Stanley, (b. Feb. 8, 1828; d. Feb. 8, 1914), married Emily Ann Light, Feb. 21, 1849, eleven children.

	Adeline, (b. July 28, 1830; d. June 28, 1838).

	James J., (b. Mch. 19, 1833; d. Jan. 28, 1903), married Mary Cunningham, July 14, 1856, nine children. James enlisted in the Confederate Army July 6, 1861, and served under the command of Capt. A. C. Thomas.

	Alfred M., (b. Apr. 29, 1835; d. July 26, 1906), married Eliza Anne Martin, March 27, 1863, four children.

	Peachie A., (b. March 5, 1837; d. Aug. 17, 1838.)

	Francis M., (Fant) (b. Aug. 5, 1839; d. Nov. 20, 1927), married Mary Forrest Rogers, Dec. 21, 1879, 11 children.

	Bluford M., (b. Feb. 28, 1841; d. June 3, 1923), married Peachie Ann Martin, four children. Bluford served during the Civil War, enlisting July 6, 1861.

	Perry C., (b. Feb. 19, 1843; d. July 17, 1906), married Mary Carter, three children.

	Starkie A., (b. Nov. 20, 1844; d. Sept. 24, 1907), married Inez Miller, Feb. 23, 1881, five children.

	Mary Jane, (b. Nov. 23, 1847; d. Feb. 20, 1934), married William Thomas Armstrong, Oct. 5, 1869, three children.



Starkie Thomas died Sept. 14, 1881; Mary, his wife, was born July 25, 1807, in Kentucky, and died Oct. 7, 1890, outliving her husband by nine years. They are buried in the family cemetery near their home place in the Oak Grove community of Trigg County.



MARY THOMAS

Born Bertie County, North Carolina, July 1, 1802. She was married to William Bridges, July 6, 1820. William was the only surviving son of Drury Bridges and Charity (Cohoon) Bridges, and brother of the wives of Starkie and Perry Thomas, brothers of Mary. (These three inter-marriages of the Thomas and Bridges families began a relationship that continues today.)

Mary (Thomas) and William Bridges had 12 children. (See Chapter 13 for additional details on this family.)



JAMES THOMAS III

Born Nov. 3, 1803, Bertie County, North Carolina. He was two years old when the family moved to Kentucky. He grew up on Donaldson Creek, and on Aug. 14, 1829, married Miss Margaret Ethridge, daughter of David T., and Penina (Skinner) Ethridge of Davidson County, Tennessee. She was born in 1810.

James Thomas III acquired his first property on February 24, 1824 when he bought 100 acres of land on Donaldson Creek from Basil Holland. Purchase price was $100. His brothers Perry and Starkie were witnesses to the transaction. The land was located west of that of his father and has been occupied by some of his descendants since that time. After James III’s marriage, he settled according to McKinney’s account, “. . . .within but a bugle call of all the rest of the family.” Mr. McKinney described James Thomas III, as “. . .the most rugged in appearance of all the Thomas brothers. He was as stern and immovable as a Federal judge; irrascable but remarkably quiet, but when arroused for a cause, perhaps the most dangerous of them all. He was also a planter, a justice of the peace under two constitutional governments, and inherited all of the solid worth and sterling characteristics of the family.

“He was more retiring than any other of the brothers and consequently the lesser known. He was a kind neighbor and much beloved by his friends.” He was also a Mason and a leading member of the Donaldson Creek Baptist Church.

James Thomas III died February 20, 1864 and his wife Margaret died April 6, 1886, both in Trigg County. They are buried in the Peyton Thomas family burying ground on land of the original James Thomas grant near the intersection of the Donaldson and Cadiz roads.10

James and Margaret Thomas had six children:
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	Edwin C., (b. April 14, 1830; d. July 20, 1864, married Amanda Brandon, March 29, 1849, three children.

	Carroll, (b. Dec. 31, 1831; d. Feb. 12, 1922), married: (1) Margaret Jane Reid, Feb. 10, 1859, eight children. (2) Francis (Wills) Vinson, Jan. 1, 1891, two children.

	Unnamed infant, died at birth.

	James Clark, (b. Jan. 17, 1835; d. 1886), married (1) Elizabeth Lawrence, Dec. 1, 1858, seven children. (2) Mollie Meeks, 1879, four children.

	Pollie, (b. Mch. 16, 1837, died in childhood.)

	Amanda Jane (b. Dec. 21, 1838; d. Feb. 9, 1861), married Bayliss Print Vinson, Jan. 5, 1859, one child.



The author of this work is descended from James III through his son Carroll, and grandson Robert Henry Thomas.



STANLEY THOMAS

Born in Christian County, Kentucky, now Trigg County, Nov. 6, 1806. He was the youngest child of James and Mary (Standley)Thomas and the only one to have been born in Kentucky.

On February 6, 1844, he married Sarah (Thompson) Rothrock, daughter of Moses Thompson, with J. G. Bidder officiating. She was born November 15, 1815.11 Matthew McKinney, in a rather lengthy sketch, had this to say about Stanley:


“The youngest, the most notable, and best remembered member of the family, without being a prodigy in any sense of the word, was indeed one of the most remarkable men the county has ever produced. He was acting sheriff of Trigg County under the old regime for six years and four years by election. He represented the county in the legislature as a Whig when the county was intensely Democratic, beating Col. Daniel Landes, his brother-in-law, and the Democratic nominee, when no other man in the county could have. . .

“As representative, and for the long continuous term he discharged the duties of sheriff, he closed out his official career with a character as bright as a sunbeam, and a reputation untarnished and untarnishable. He was a very happy man, perfectly satisfied with his surroundings; of pleasing manners and a sunny disposition. He saw more things to enjoy and more resources to contribute to the pleasure of his friends than any other man of whom we have any remembrance. We could mention many instances of his inimitable jokes and merry making. . .”



Stanley12 and Sarah (Thompson) (Rothrock) Thomas had three children:


	Robert B., (b. May 4, 1845; d. May 12, 1913).

	Henry Clay (b. Feb. 27, 1848; d. Dec. 29, 1881), married Mattie Narvie, Nov. 17, 1871, two children.

	Sarah Adelie, (b. July 7, 1850; d.——), married Thomas O. Moore, Jan. 3, 1867, nine children.



Stanley died April 11, 1858, and Sarah died April 11, 1853, both at Cadiz, Ky., where they are buried in East End Cemetery.




FAMILIES ALLIED WITH THAT OF JAMES THOMAS SR.


Standley-Stanley13

The Standley family was already living in Bertie County, North Carolina when the Thomas family moved there in 1729. Edmund Standley, father of Mary, who married James Thomas II, was the father of nine children, all of whom were born in Bertie County. They were:


	William, married Penelope Keen, May 25, 1790.

	Edmund Jr., no further record.

	Perry, married Sarah Whiteacre, Sept. 20, 1790.

	Jonathan, married Mary Watford, March 17, 1797.

	Jerusha, married John Barnes, son of John Barnes, Jr., about 1795.

	Mary, married James Thomas II, Sept. 6, 1790.

	Sarah (Sally) married James Barradell, Feb. 26, 1793.

	Margaret, married Jonas Mitchell, Aug. 19, 1794.

	Arabella (Abrilly) married Dunning Bruce.



Edmund Standley’s sons—William, Edmund Jr., Perry and Jonathan—continued to live in North Carolina. Of the five daughters, four moved to Kentucky with their husbands and families, with Mary, Sarah and Margaret going to Christian County, and Arabella to Hopkins County. Sarah and Margaret’s husbands — James Barradell and Jonas Mitchell—enlisted to fight in the War of 1812. I have been unable to find the service record of James Barradell, but Jonas Mitchell enlisted as a private on August 20, 1813. He was carried on the roll of Captain Henry R. Lewis’ Company, Kentucky Mounted Volunteer Militia, under the overall command of Col. William Williams. The group assembled at Newport, Kentucky, August 31, 1813, and subsequently saw action with Gen. Isaac Shelby, first governor of Kentucky, in Ohio, Illinois and Indiana. He also served under the command of Gen. William Henry Harrison in the battle against the British led by Gen. Henry A. Proctor and Indian Chief Tecumseh October 5, 1813 near Thamesville a few miles east of present Chatham, Ontario, Canada, at which time Chief Tecumseh was killed. The book “Kentucky Soldiers of the War of 1812,” by Minnie S. Wilder, 1931, (reprinted Baltimore, Md., 1969) gives date “To What Time engaged or Enlisted” for Jonas Mitchell as November 20, 1813. According to Perry Thomas’ sketch, “The husbands of Sally and Margaret were soldiers in the war of 1812 and died in Canada.”

Jerusha (Standley) Barnes continued to live in North Carolina until the death of her husband. Sometime after 1823, she and her family moved to Obion County, Tenn., where she eventually died.

Edmund Standley was the son of Jonathan Standley who made his will in Bertie County, N. C., March 5, 1773, and which was probated April 3, 1773. His mother’s name was Ann. Jonathan Standley, who had settled in Bertie as early as 1719, descends from Thomas Standley whose headright was used in Lower Norfolk County, Virginia in 1665.



Futrell and Vinson14

Cullen Thomas was the first of James Thomas II’s family to marry into the Futrell family. Cullen’s first wife, Elizabeth Futrell, was the ninth of 11 children of Thomas and Sarah (Bittle) Futrell, both of whom were born about 1745, probably in Bertie County, North Carolina. They later moved to Northampton County, and from there migrated to the Donaldson Creek valley about 1804.

Children of Thomas and Sarah (Bittle) Futrell, in order of their birth (based on the 1850 census of Trigg County) were:


	Barsheba (Bathsheba), born 1762, married Sanders Coalson (Colson), born 1760, died 1853.

	Shadrach, born 1770, married Charlotte Johnson, Dec. 27, 1792.

	Martha, born 1773, married Isaac Sumner about 1793.

	Charity, born 1777, married Nathan Futrell, 1798.

	John, born 1784, name of wife not known. He is listed in the 1850 census of Trigg County with two children, Charlotte and Thomas.

	Faithy, born 1784 (may have been twin of John), married Levi Lancaster, Oct. 3, 1799.

	Amey, born 1785, married Collum Skinner, June 17, 1804.

	Rebecca, born 1787, married David Cohoon, Oct. 5, 1804.

	Elizabeth, born 1791, married Cullen Thomas, Feb. 24, 1812.

	Thomas, born 1794, married Martha Futrell, March 28, 1816.

	Clarissa, born 1797, married Solomon Barnes April 17, 1817.



The James Thomas line later married into the Vinson family through a descendant of Shadrach Futrell, third child and first son of Thomas Futrell, and his wife, Charlotte (Johnson) Futrell. They had at least nine children including a daughter, Permela, who was born March 27, 1795, in Northampton County, North Carolina. She was married twice. Her first husband was a Barnes; her second husband was Henry Vinson, whom she married January 11, 1816, in Kentucky, with Dudley Williams performing the ceremony.

Henry Vinson was born June 9, 1794 in Northampton County, North Carolina. He later moved to Tennessee and served in the War of 1812, enlisting in 1814 at Nashville, in the 2nd Regiment, Tennessee Militia, Captain James Gray commanding. He saw action under General Andrew Jackson, January 8, 1815, during the Battle of New Orleans. He was discharged May 18, 1815.

For his service during that war, Henry Vinson obtained 80 acres of land in Stewart County, Tenn., under the Bounty Act of 1850, by warrant number 77097, filed February 17, 1851. Additional land was obtained under a similar Act passed in 1855.

Henry and Permela (Futrell) Vinson had four sons and four daughters. They were:


	Mary Ann, married Dellum Futrell.

	Martha, married (1) Matthew H. Reid; (2) Silas Futrell.

	Susie, married Jack Hodges.

	Harriett, married William Henry Jones.

	Edmond James, married Jacqueline Wimberley.

	Thomas Allison, married Mary E. Wimberley, sister of Jacqueline.

	James C., married Sarah Ann Hicks.

	Baylous Print, married (1) Amanda Jane Thomas; (2) Mary Jane Bass.



Martha, the second child of Permela (Futrell) and Henry Vinson, and her first husband, Matthew H. Reid, had three children: Margaret Jane, James Henry and William Carroll. Margaret Jane married James Carroll Thomas, son of James Thomas III, on February 10, 1859. They had eight children.

Edmond James Vinson, oldest son of Permela (Futrell) and Henry Vinson, married Jacqueline Wimberley. Their daughter, Mary Jonathan Vinson, married A. D. “Bud” Thomas, son of Peyton Thomas, grandson of Cullen Thomas, and great grandson of James Thomas II.

Nancy Ann Vinson, another daughter of Edmond J., and Jacqueline (Wimberley) Vinson, married Alfred Thomas, oldest son of Peyton Thomas, son of Cullen Thomas; and the oldest daughter, Frances Etna Vinson, married Peyton Sholar, son of Jemima Bridges, daughter of Drury Bridges, and her husband Allen Sholar. Allen was the son of Laodicea (Thomas) and Benjamin Sholar, and a grandson of James Thomas I.

Baylous Print Vinson, youngest child of Permela (Futrell) and Henry Vinson, was married twice. His first wife was Amanda Jane Thomas, daughter of James Thomas II and Margaret (Ethridge) Thomas, and a sister of James Carroll Thomas. They had one son Jim H. Vinson. Baylous Print Vinson’s second wife was Mary Jane Bass.



Ethridge

David T. Ethridge and Penina (Skinner) Ethridge, were the parents of Sarah L. (Sallie) and Margaret (Peggy) Ethridge, both of whom married into the Thomas family of Trigg County, and whose descendants are numbered in both the Thomas and Bridges families.

David T. Ethridge was the son of Amos Ethridge, who died in Currituck County North Carolina, in 1785, leaving his estate to sons John and David.15 Numerous members of the Ethridge family were living in Currituck County at that time. David T. Ethridge was listed in the 1790 census of North Carolina as a resident of Edenton District, Camden County, without a family.

Just when he married Penina Skinner is not known. Likely he met Penina in Chowan County as a number of Skinner families lived in the area of Edenton, the county seat, in the 1790’s. The couple may have married in North Carolina and later moved to Tennessee. In any event, they were probably married about 1806.

The 1820 census of Davidson County, Tenn., listed David T. Ethridge as the head of a family with two males under 10, one between 10 and 16, and one between 26 and 45. Females in the family included two under 10, two between 10 and 16, and one between 26 and 45. From these figures it is deductable that the family at that time included three sons and four daughters.

David T. Ethridge died in January 1823 in Davidson County, Tenn., without leaving a will. Inventory of his property was made January 29, 1823, by Dennis Dozier and Penina Ethridge, widow of the deceased, as administrators. A sale was held on March 10, 11, 1823, and recorded with the court on March 12, 1823.16 The inventory was a long one, an indication that the Ethridge family was quite well off. Among the property were seven slaves, horses, cattle, hogs, geese and turkeys. At the sale, Penina, the widow, bought many of the items including 20 of the hogs, two mares, five cows assorted household goods, beds and bedding.

On June 24, 1823,17 support was laid off for Penina Ethridge and recorded with the court as follows:


“We the undersigned have acted agreeable to the within order and have allotted for the support of the widow and family, two thousand weight of pork and 300 bushels of corn and wheat laid there and is on hand, and two bushels of salt and 80 weight of ginned cotton and four sides of leather also cask and 80 weight of sugar and 10 pounds of coffee.

“Given under our hands this 10th day of March 1823, E. Gower, Braxton Lee and Elisha Gower, two commoners by order of court set apart to Penina Ethridge, widow of David T. Ethridge, one year’s support for herself and family.”



On October 3, 1823, Penina Ethridge bought 100 acres of land in Stewart County, Tenn., from Benjamin McNatt for $450.18 This land was part of a military grant of 640 acres originally surveyed for Evans Shelby. It was located on the north side of Shelby Creek, a stream that runs into the Cumberland River, now Lake Barkley, near Tobaccoport, Tenn. Probably the land was located near what is called Shelby Spring, and lies about a mile or so south of the Tennessee-Kentucky state line.

Penina Ethridge moved with her family to this new property and settled, a move that enabled her to be near a family relative, Nathan Skinner and his family.

On February 7, 1825, Penina Ethridge, along with Nathan Skinner, John Fletcher (son-in-law of Nathan Skinner) and J. B. Nevill, posted a bond of $6,000 with the county court for the benefit of guardianship of Penina’s dependent children. They were named as follows: Elizabeth Skinner, Pega Ethridge, John Ethridge, Patsy Ethridge, Polly Ethridge and Sally Ethridge. Nathan Skinner was appointed guardian of the children and was to make “true returns of the settlement” of the property, the children being referred to as “heirs of David T. Ethridge, deceased.” This likely was necessary due to Penina’s plans to remarry. There is no record of her second marriage in Stewart County.19

Nathan Skinner made periodic reports to the county court on the financial affairs of the children through the year 1839. This consisted mainly of hiring out several Negro slaves, property of the Ethridge children, collection of money for their hire, and expenses of education of the children. Although no mention was made of William or of David T. Ethridge, Jr., in setting up the original guardianship, they were mentioned in several entries found in the county record books.

From the above data it may be deducted that the children of David and Penina Ethridge, in approximate order from oldest to youngest, were:


	Elizabeth, married a Skinner.

	David T. Jr., married Nancy J. Mitchell, June 23, 1841, in Trigg County, Ky.

	Pega (Peggy or Margaret), married James Thomas, Jr., August 14, 1829 in Trigg County.

	John, born 1813, wife’s name was Mary. They had eight children according to 1850 census of Stewart County.

	Patsy, no further record.

	Polly, died 1838, William Ethridge was administrator of estate.

	Sarah L. (Sally) the youngest, married Peyton Thomas, Dec. 2, 1841.



William, the only one unaccounted for, likely was one of the older children, perhaps the oldest.

The 1820 census of Davidson County lists seven children. Sarah’s gravestone gives her birth year as 1823 making it after the death of her father. The family bible lists it as 1822, the year before her father died.

Penina (Skinner) Ethridge married her second husband probably in 1827, judging from the date set for guardianship of her children. At least, it would not be later than 1829. Her second husband’s last name was Duncan, most likely John Duncan, who owned property in the vicinity of where Penina bought her farm on Shelby Creek. He later was one of the witnesses of several deeds involving Nathan Skinner.

Penina had at least two children by her second husband. They were Harriet and George.

Harriet was born in 1830 and married Joseph P. Wills, who, according to the family bible, was born in 1825. They were married December 22, 1848. (Joseph’s first wife, Barbara, whom he had married in 1843, had died a few years after their marriage.)

Harriet and Joseph had eight children:


	Phillip P., born Feb. 25, 1850, died August 27, 1855.

	Ann, born October 15, 1851, died October 19, 1851.

	George W., born Jan. 3, 1853, died August 25, 1940. His wife’s last name was Peebler. He is buried at Benton, Ill.

	Sarah, born June 18, 1855 in Mississippi, died June 29, 1909 in Kentucky. She married William J. Bridges, descendant of Drury Bridges, Dec. 24, 1872. Both died in Trigg County.

	Frances (Frankie), born June 20, 1857, died Jan. 30, 1946. She was married twice (1) Ezekiel Vinson, who died Aug. 2, 1886; (2) Carroll Thomas, son of James Thomas, Jr. She was his second wife.

	Richard, born August 12, 1860, died August 22, 1860.

	Joseph P., born Nov. 15, 1861, died April 27, 1876.

	Margaret (Mary Allis) born April 15, 1865, died Aug. 25, 1934. She married Lemuel Williams.



Joseph P., and Harriet (Duncan) Wills and their oldest child, Phillip, were listed in the 1850 census of Trigg County. Some time after that date and prior to 1855, they moved to Mississippi. The 1860 census of that state lists Joseph P. Wills and family as living on a plantation near Vicksburg where he was a slave keeper. Joseph P. Wills died in Mississippi December 19, 1865 and the family returned to Kentucky. By 1876, Harriet (Duncan) Wills had moved from Kentucky to Benton, Illinois, with the two surviving sons, George and Joseph. There she married her second husband, a man named Cox. After his death, she married John B. Hogan, also of Illinois. According to her gravestone, she died January 19, 1899, age 68 years and three months. She is buried at Spring Gardens, near Benton, Illinois.20

George Duncan, Harriet’s brother, is said to have moved to Mississippi also. Beyond that he has not been traced.

No date has been found as to when Penina (Skinner ) (Ethridge) Duncan died or where she was buried, although it is pretty certain that she lived the last years of her life and died in the area of Shelby Creek near Tobaccoport, Tenn.




THE PERRY THOMAS SKETCH

When Perry Thomas was 88 years old he wrote from memory a sketch about the family history. This has been used as a beginning by most researchers of the Thomas line since that time. The version printed here is from a typewritten copy by G. A. Bridges, who copied it directly from the original back in the 1920’s. It was then owned by Perry’s youngest son, Winfield Scott Thomas.

It reads:


” A short biographical sketch of the paternal and maternal ancestry of Perry Thomas, Sr., written by his own hand in September 15, 1885, going back as far as his memory and information enables him as obtained from his father many years ago.

“First. . .Paternal. . .James Thomas, his grandfather, was a native of England, emigrated to America and located in North Carolina, Bertie County, some time between 1725 and 1740. He married a Miss Sarah Barnes, daughter of Henry Barnes, sister of old Henry Barnes and Mary Dunning, by whom he had three sons and 4 daughters. Eldest son, Luke, Ezekiel and James (my father.) Luke died in the western part of North Carolina, leaving a son named William and a daughter named Sally. Ezekiel married a Miss Holland by whom he had 3 sons and one daughter to wit: Luke, Ezekiel and Eli who died when a boy. The other two died in Tennessee. Sally married a Mister Henry and died in North Carolina. James (my father) married Mollie Stanley, a daughter of Edmond Stanley, by whom he had 5 sons and 2 daughters, to wit: Cullen, Perry, Starkey, James, Stanley, Temperance and Polly. They all married, lived and died in Kentucky. The names of the sisters of my father are as follows: Sally who first married a Mr. Edwards, then James Foreman, then an old Mr. Greer. She died in Tennessee. Uredicy married Benjamin Sholar. She had two sons and one daughter, to wit: Allen, Benjamin and Sally. She died in Kentucky. Sely married Charles Dement. She lived and died in Tennessee. Lydia married James Lawrence. She had 2 sons and 5 daughters. She died in Kentucky.

“MATERNAL. Edmond Stanley, my grand father, married a Miss Perry, by whom he had 4 sons and 5 daughters, to wit: William, Edmond, Perry, Jonathan, Jerusha, Mollie, Sally Margaret and Abrilly. Jerusha married John Barnes. Mollie married James Thomas, Sally married James Baradell. Margaret married James Mitchell and Abrilly married Dunning Bruse. The husbands of Sally and Margaret were soldiers in the War of 1812 and died in Canada. William, Edmond, Perry and Jonathan all lived and died in North Carolina. Mollie, Sallie and Abrilly all lived and died in Kentucky. Jerusha’s husband, to wit: John Barnes, died in North Carolina. Abrilly Bruce’s husband died in Hopkins County, Kentucky, where she lived several years and died there. Jerusha, and Margaret Mitchell died in Obion County, Tenn. Old Mary Dunning and old Henry Barnes were my father’s aunt and uncle. John Barnes, Solomon Barnes (of Gallatin) and Cader Barnes were my father’s cousins.”



In examining the sketch by Uncle Perry, we must accept it for what it is, a valuable family document. But we must keep in mind too, likely due to his advanced years, Uncle Perry was not completely accurate in his reminesences about his family tree.

For example, it is now apparent that James Thomas, I, his grandfather, although born in Virginia, was technically a native of England, because he was born under the English flag. He went to North Carolina about 1728 when his father, Joseph Thomas, bought land in Chowan County and moved there from Nansemond County, Virginia.

James Thomas, I, married Sarah Barnes, but according to the will probated in 1773 in Bertie County, she was the daughter of John Barnes, Sr., instead of Henry Barnes. (See footnote 5, Chapter 8). Actually, Henry was Sarah’s brother and Mary (Barnes) Dunning, wife of Shadrach Dunning, was a daughter of Henry, and was Sarah’s niece. This same error is repeated in the next to the last sentence of the sketch.

As for the spelling of Laodicea, Uncle Perry calls her Uredicy (spelled Uredica in some places) See footnote 2 in Chapter 11, for comment on this spelling.

Jerusha’s husband, John Barnes, brother of Mary (Barnes) Dunning, was the son of John Barnes, Jr., who made his will in Bertie County Dec. 9, 1783. Mentioned are his wife Elizabeth, sons John, Solomon, Kader; daughter Edee Carter (wife of William); Milly Barnes; Sarah Jones; Elizabeth Sholar (wife of Benjamin); Mary Dunning (wife of Shadrach); and grandson, Right Barnes. A son, Solomon, and Benjamin Sholar, were executors, and the will was witnessed by Henry Barnes, John Sholar and James Sholar. The will was probated February 8, 1784.

Elizabeth (Barnes) Sholar, daughter of John Jr., died prior to 1791 and Benjamin Sholar married Laodicea Thomas.

Uncle Perry, however, gets his Barnes kin straightened out in the last sentence.







Hathaway, Vol. 2, No. 3, page 350.



Bertie County Deed Book S, page 335.



Ibid, Book T, page 216



Trigg County Marriage Bonds.



Trigg County Deed Book C, page 386. Original in collection of Olen Ray Thomas, Mayfield, Ky. Deeds made to Stanley, Cullen, Starkie and Perry, are also recorded in Book C, pages 387-392.
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This graveyard is located one-fourth mile south of Donaldson Creek in a grove of trees behind the original homesite of Cullen Thomas.



Christian County Marriage records. According to G. A. Bridges in his history, it was 1812.



Drury Bridges is a descendant of Joseph Bridger of Isle of Wight County, Va. (See Chapter 13 et seq for history of that family.)



According to a diary kept by Ora (Bridges) Thomas, mother of the author, when she was 17 years old, Perry Thomas was quite sick, with an ailment not identified, for over two months before he died. First entry in her diary, dated Monday, May 10, 1886, read: “Uncle Perry sick, went to see him after dinner.” On May 13, she stated merely, “Uncle Perry is worse,” and she wrote the same entry again on May 23. There was no further comment however until July 1886 when she wrote this entry in her diary: “Perry Thomas died July 14, 1886 and was buried July 15, 1886. He died on Wednesday and was buried on Thursday.”
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A new grave marker, replacing the weathered and broken original, purchased and erected by the descendants of James and Margaret Thomas, was unveiled during a special ceremony, Sunday, Aug. 16. 1970.



Sarah B. Thompson’s first husband was Noah W. Rothrock, whom she married Feb. 26, 1833. They had two children, John J., and Emily J.



After arriving in Kentucky the family dropped the D.



Standley data from Hathaway, and Bertie County records.



Futrell data from Christian and Trigg County records and Gilbert N. Bridges family history, 1968. Vinson data from Mrs. Herbert Sumner, and Rena Dill Solomon, and Stewart County, Tenn., records.



Abstracts, North Carolina Wills, 1760-1800, by Fred A. Olds.



Davidson County, Tenn., Will Book 8, pages 178, 212, 411.



Davidson County, Tenn., records, Vol. 8, 1821-1826 (Part 1).



Stewart County, Tenn., Deed Book 7, page 158.



Many early records of Stewart County were lost or destroyed during the Civil War battle of Fort Donelson, when they were hastily removed from the court house and buried.



Data on the Wills family is from the records of Olen Ray Thomas.





Chapter XI: Sisters of James Thomas, II
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James Thomas II had four sisters. They were: Selah, Laodicea, Sarah and Lydia. Only Selah was married at the time of their father’s death in 1780.

Selah (or Ceely) who was mentioned in James I’s will as the wife of Charles Dement, was the oldest sister of James Thomas II. The 1790 census of North Carolina listed “Charles Damont” as head of household in Bertie County, with three boys under 16, wife and three daughters and four slaves. This spelling apparently is in error, not an uncommon occurrence in those days, and the Charles Damont listed most likely was the Charles Dement who married Selah Thomas.

About 1803 or 1804, the family moved to Rutherford County, Tenn.1 Apparently Charles Dement was quite well off financially as he was carried in the 1809-1813 tax lists as owning 1,000 acres of land. Rutherford County deed books and marriage records between the years 1804-1835 indicate that Charles and Selah (Thomas) Dement, had at least 10 children, most of whom married and owned property there.

The children, listed in order of their marriage dates, were:


	Charles, married Sarah H. Tarpley, March 1, 1820.

	John, married Cecelia W. Lowe, Sept. 28, 1820.

	Abraham, married Mary Nance, March 28, 1821.

	Cader, married Mary M. Andrews, Oct. 31, 1821.

	Charlotte, married James A. Tarpley, Dec. 8, 1821.

	Allen, married Catherine Robertson, Feb. 18, 1824.

	Sarah, married Zachariah Hall, Feb. 17, 1825.

	Sereany, married Samuel Murry, Dec. 18, 1829.

	Elizabeth, married (1) James Murry, May 25, 1830. (2) James Fuller, Oct. 30, 1833.

	James, married Roseanna Posey, June 5, 1835.



Laodicea, (also spelled Lundill, Luridill, Lundice, and called Uredicy2 in Perry’s sketch) married Benjamin Sholar, son of William and Elizabeth Sholar, January 25, 1791, while both still lived in Bertie County North Carolina. Her brother, Ezekiel Thomas, was their security. They had two children: Allen and Sarah, both of whom apparently were born in Bertie County. Laodicea was born in North Carolina about 1764. She died in Kentucky in 1806.

Very little is known about her husband, Benjamin Sholar, other than he was a native of Bertie County, and undoubtedly was the same Benjamin Sholar whose first wife was Elizabeth Barnes, daughter of and named in the will of John Barnes, who died in 1784, and by whom he had one son, Benjamin, Jr. Benjamin Sholar Sr., had four brothers: James, Isaac, Jacob and Thomas, also three sisters: Sarah, Rachael and Anna. His father’s will was probated in May 1776.3 There is no record to that effect, but it is assumed that Benjamin never reached Kentucky. The fact that his son Allen acquired 200 acres of land on Donaldson Creek in 18044 lends credence to this assumption. There are two possibilities — one is that Benjamin Sholar died shortly before the family was to leave for Kentucky, probably intestate as there is no will on record; or, two — he died en route and was buried somewhere along the way. It is on record that the first death in the Donaldson Creek community was “Dicey Showler, sister of James Thomas, in 1806.”5 Note that the writer did not say “wife of Benjamin Showler” as likely would have been the case had her husband been living, an indication that he never reached Kentucky at all. (See Note, page 110.)

Allen Sholar, oldest child of Laodicea (Thomas) and Benjamin Sholar, was born May 26, 1793, in Bertie County, North Carolina. He died January 29, 1853 in Trigg County, Kentucky. He married Jemima Bridges, first child of Drury and Charity (Cohoon) Bridges (see Chapter 13). In addition to his original 200 acre land acquisition he also paid $20 for another 100-acre tract obtained by two land warrants in 1823-24.

Information on Benjamin Jr., is fragmentary. He probably settled in Madison County, Alabama, of which Huntsville is the county seat. According to official records, on Feb. 12, 1825, “Willie Bridger, of Bertie County, North Carolina, agent of Benjamin Sholar of Madison County, Alabama, sold Asa Barnes a tract of 69 acres of land in Bertie County, North Carolina for $69.” The property adjoined that of a Mr. Martin and Asa Barnes. The deed was witnessed by G. Driver and J. W. Peterson.6 Likely this was Benjamin Sholar Sr’s., property that had been inherited by Benjamin Jr., who may have started west with the family when they left North Carolina in the early 1800’s. If that is true, he apparently left the family and settled in Northern Alabama. This was not unusual; both sons of Ezekiel Thomas migrated first to Trigg County, then later, moved to Carroll County, Tennessee, to take advantage of public lands that had been made available by the State of Tennessee.

Sarah Sholar, also known as Sally, was the only daughter of Laodicea (Thomas) and Benjamin Sholar. She came to Kentucky on horseback when the family migrated from North Carolina in the early 1800’s. She was married twice. Her first marriage was to James Sikes of Christian County. Her brother Allen signed the application for the marriage license issued May 9, 1812.

Record of issuance of the license is in the court house at Hopkinsville, Ky.,7 and reads, with original spelling intact:


“Know all men by these presents that we James Sikes and Allen Shoulders are held and firmly bound unto the Commonwealth of Kentucky in the final sum of 50 pounds which payment will and truly be made we bind ourselves our heirs be firmly by these presents sealed with our seals and dated this 9th day of May 1812.

“These condition of this above obligation in such that a license hath this day issued for marriage shortly intended between the above bound James Sikes and Sally Shoulders. Now if there is no lawful excuse to obstruct said marriage then the obligation to be void.”

James Sikes (seal) Jon. Clarke. Allen Sholar (seal)



Sally Sholar and James Sikes were married the following day by Thomas Woods, justice of the peace, who attested the fact in the following note found in the clerk’s office:


“I do hereby certify that I this day joined in mirage (marriage) James Sikes and Salley Shoulders agreeably to a licens from the County Court Clerk of Christian Count. 10th May 1812. Dates 9th May 1812. Thomas Woods, J.P.”



Sarah (Sholar) Sikes married her second husband, Joel Nance, May 28, 1829. He was the son of William Nance and his second wife, Mary Thorpe Hoard (Howard), widow whom he married in 1784. Joel was one of six children: Thomas, Paschal, Mary M. (Ryan), Elizabeth (Bocock) and John. Prior to 1812 all children except John moved to Kentucky from Virginia, and settled in the Roaring Springs section of what is now Trigg County. Joel’s grandparents were Richard and Mary Nance.

Sarah was Joel Nance’s second wife. His first was Elizabeth Frith, whom he married May 28, 1817, and by whom he had four children: William T., Marshall T., Thaddeus T., and Lilbon L. W.

Sarah and Joel had three children: one son, Benjamin Bedford Nance who married (1) Jane Giles; (2) Victoria Usher; (3) Josephine Usher, (sister of Victoria); and two daughters, Mary T. Nance, and Lucy Ann Nance who died in infancy.

Joel Nance, at 17, was a soldier in the War of 1812. He also was one of the original members of the Little River Baptist Church. He and Sarah lived and died on the farm which was later owned by their son, Benjamin Bedford Nance.

The Nance cemetery is located on the Roaring Springs-Pee Dee Road in Trigg County and in addition to Joel and Sarah’s graves, it also contains several others, all unmarked. Sarah’s tombstone reads: “SARAH, wife of Joel Nance, Aug. 13, 1796—Feb. 3, 1881. She was a tender mother and an affectionate wife.” Her husband’s marker reads: “JOEL NANCE, June 8, 1795—September 11, 1879.”

Birth dates in the family bible owned by Miss Elizabeth Nance, a descendant (now deceased) differ from those on the tombstones. The bible, published by Hogan and Thompson in Philadelphia in 1839, contains these notations: “Joel Nance, born 6 August 1795. 2nd marriage: Joel Nance and Sarah Sholar 28 May 1829. Sarah Sholar born 20 Aug. 1795. Joel Nance, Sr., died 11 Sept. 1879. Sarah Nance, died 3 Feb. 1881.”

Descendants of Laodicea (Thomas) and Benjamin Sholar, through their son, Allen, in Trigg County, married into the Thomas, Lawrence, Lancaster, Vinson, Hutt and Rogers families.

Sarah, (Also called Sally) sixth child and third daughter of James Thomas I and Sarah (Barnes) Thomas, was born August 15, 1775.8 in Bertie County, North Carolina. In a sketch written in 1885 by Perry Thomas, her nephew, he said: “Sally was first married to a Mr. Edwards, afterwards James Foreman, then an old Mr. Greer.”

Sarah Thomas married Benjamin Edwards February 5, 1787 with his younger brother, John, as security.9 He was the son of William Edwards, Sr., and wife Tabitha.10 I have found no record of what happened to Benjamin Edwards. Nor have I found the date of Sarah’s marriage to James Foreman, her second husband, or what happened to him. They had at least one son however. He apparently was living with his mother and step-father Andrew Greer II in Tennessee about 1814. One of his letters still extant, written to James Thomas III, in Kentucky, reads:


“Dear Cousin: It is with pleasure I take hand and pen to write you a few lines and informing you that I am well at present and hoping that these lines will find you in the same health and all the rest of my cousins & relations & that I would be very glad to see you and all the rest and. want to have the same opportunity that you have. I would be glad to see you here in this part of the country. NB and I will inform you that my mother and her family are all well and that Robert E. C. Daugherty’s family is in good health NB and another thing that I have not mentioned before that there are many girls in this part of the world and they do all say that they would be glad to see you in it too. I have nothing more at present only remains, your friend, James T. Foreman, to cousin James Thomas.”



Sarah’s third and last husband, “old Mr. Greer,” as Perry put it, was Andrew Greer II, son of Andrew Greer Sr., the earliest settler in the Watauga valley of eastern Tennessee.11 He was born March 4, 1763. He and Sarah may have been married in the Watauga settlement of Tennessee, but they later moved to Goose Creek, Smith County, Tenn., where they settled and raised their family. He died February 17, 1819, apparently intestate.12

His widow, Sarah (Thomas) Greer was appointed executrix and the settlement of his affairs required a period of about three years. When all items had been accounted for the estate amounted to over $8,000 in cash.13 Among expenses listed in the settlement were: $100 for tombstone; $10 for preaching the sermon at funeral, and $20 for whiskey at the deceased’s sale.14

On May 1, 1822, the legatees — widow and 12 children — divided among them, 35 slaves valued at $12,120.15 The children included: Matilda G., married Wilson; Marjorie W. Greer; Joseph A. Greer; Archibald O. Greer; Mary V., married Prickett; Ruth T., married McNeill; Andrew W. Greer; Amy B., married McNeill; Jane G. Greer; Elihu H. Greer; Sarah Greer; David B. Greer, and Sarah Greer, the widow.

Little is known about the family. Son Andrew W. (Wiley) Greer was born Nov. 29, 1805 and died Sept. 15, 1852. Daughter Sarah married William L. Martin. She died in 1842. They had two sons, Thomas L., and Hal Greer Martin.16

Andrew Greer Sr., father of Sarah’s husband, patented land in the Watauga area in 1776. His sons Andrew II (Sarah’s husband), Alexander and Joseph, were given land grants in Tennessee after 1790. They were veterans of the Watauga settlements and aided John Sevier in the defense of the fort there. Joseph who participated in the Battle of King’s Mountain in 1780, staked out land for military service in Lincoln County, Tennessee in 1814.17

Sarah (Thomas) Greer died March 15, 1851, and was buried beside her third husband, Andrew Greer II, in the family burying ground near where they lived on Goose Creek in Smith County, Tenn.

Lydia, (Also spelled Liddy, Lidda, and Lidday), seventh child, fourth daughter of James Thomas I and Sarah (Barnes) Thomas, married James Lawrence in Bertie County about 1792. They had seven children. They were:


	Sally (Sarah F.) b. Sept. 9, 1790, N. C.; m. Reuben Radford, June 21, 1820, Christian Co., Ky.;

	Mary (Polly), b. Jan. 19, 1793, N. C., m. James Tart, b. 1789, N. C., Mar. 16, 1821, Trigg Co.;

	Seley, b. July 13, 1795, N. C., m. James Barnes, Apr. 17, 1817, Christian Co. He died before 1850;

	Umphora (Humphrey) b. Aug. 5, 1798, N. C., m. (1) Harriett Mitchell, b. 1800, about 1825; m. (2) Mrs. Mary Futrell, b. 1824, Trigg Co., Aug. 22, 1869;

	Elizabeth, b. May 21, 1802, N. C., m. Richard Tart, b. 1795, N. C., Jan. 1, 1822;

	Alfred, b. Nov. 27, 1807, m. Nancy Pritchard, b. 1810, N. C., Aug. 17, 1829.

	Matilda, b. Aug. 25, 1812, Ky., m. John Dixon, b. 1807, Ky., March 11, 1833.18



The family migrated to Kentucky, some sources say as early as 1802, in that portion of Christian County that is now Trigg County. There is no record of land grant or land warrant to James Lawrence prior to 1835, so he may have rented during the early years in Kentucky.

Three children of Humphrey and Harriett (Mitchell) Lawrence, married into the family of Laodicea (Thomas) and Benjamin Sholar.

Other descendants married into the Malone, and Futrell families in Trigg County.

James Lawrence was a descendant of Robert Lawrence whose headright was used in James City County, Va., in 1642.19


[image: REPRODUCTION of actual card in files of National Archives, Washington, D. C. shows the Revolutionary War service of JAMES THOMAS, ancestor of the Trigg County line. For other information, see account on page 14.]
REPRODUCTION of actual card in files of National Archives, Washington, D. C. shows the Revolutionary War service of JAMES THOMAS, ancestor of the Trigg County line. For other information, see account on page 14.

NOTE: (See page 108)—The James and Lydia (Thomas) Lawrence family bible, found in 1974, contains this dimly-written notation: “Benjamin Sholar departed this life 3 day of March 1803.” It is presumed that he died in North Carolina. Birth dates of the Lawrence children listed on page 109 are also from this bible.—Author.
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Index to Rutherford County, Tenn.. Deed Book I, 1804, State Archives, Nashville, Tenn.



The sixth item in James Thomas I’s will, dated Nov. 1780, reads: “I give and bequeath unto my loving daughter Luridill Thomas one featherbed and what belongs to it, one spinning wheel, one puter dish and two puter plates, one cow and calf, one eowe and lamb, one chist, to her and her heirs forever. . .” Worth S. Ray, in his book “Old Albemarle,” lists both Lundill and Laodicea as members of the family of James and Sarah (Barnes) Thomas, with the latter being indicated as mentioned “in family records.” Nowhere else in my research have I found a family record that lists them both. It is my opinion that Lundill, Luridill, Laodicea, Uredicy and Dicey, are all the same person.



Hathaway, Vol. 2, No. 3, page 356. Will was dated Feb. 24, 1773.



Kentucky land office records, Book 19, page 148; Book M, page 38; Book P, page 352.



Perrin, page 111.



Bertie County Deed Book BB, page 349.



This information was found by Miss Mary Hamilton , in 1961.



Date of birth from gravestone, “Tennessee Cousins,” Ray.



Hathaway, Vol. 2, No. 2, page 320.



Ibid, Vol. 2, No. 3, page 3 3 3 .



“Tennessee Cousins,” page 650; Tennessee Historical Magazine, Vol. 2, No. 1, March 1916, page 40. Andrew Greer, Sr., who came from Ireland about 1750, married Ruth Kincade.



Smith County, Tenn., Will Book 4, page 134.



Ibid, page 137.



Ibid, page 138-139.



Ibid, pages 210-12.



Note, reference 9.



Tennessee Historical Magazine, Vol. 2, No. 1, pages 40, 41. Joseph Greer, brother of Andrew Greer, was described as being seven feet tall. He married Ann Harman, Jan. 17, 1811. They had 11 children, five girls and six boys. He died Feb. 23, 1831 in Lincoln County, Tenn.



Birth dates are from family bible, others from 1850 Trigg County census, and Trigg and Christian County marriage records.



Nugent; page 131.





Chapter XII: Origin of the Thomas family in Wales
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Even with an American family line that goes back nearly 370 years, one still wonders where the Thomas family originated. It came to America with John Thomas in 1610, but where did John Thomas come from?

It is recorded that he boarded the sailing ship, Sea Venture, in England, either at Wookwick, near London, the Port of Embarkation, or at Plymouth where the ship docked to take on the last of its 150 passengers and join the fleet of the “Third Supply” before sailing for Jamestown, Virginia, on June 2, 1609. But moving back into history from that date, we have no documented proof of John Thomas’ lineage.

Preliminary research in England a few years ago1 in an attempt to trace the Thomas line, indicated a Thomas connection in Radnorshire, Wales. This research, however, did not delve deeply enough into old records, and failed to reveal anything significant.

The most comprehensive documentation of the Thomas family line that I have been able to find is contained in a massive volume of several hundred pages called, appropriately enough, “The Thomas Book.” by Lawrence Buckley Thomas, D.D.2 Written in 1896, Dr. Thomas has traced the genealogy of Sir Rhys ap Thomas, Knight of the Garter, the various Thomas families that descended from him, and some of the allied families.

Needless to say, Dr. Thomas dug deep into the past to follow the lineage of the family that eventually originated the surname Thomas. He picked up the line about the year 500 A.D., with a British Prince named Urien Rheged. The author pointed out that the links connecting him with Sir Rhys ap Thomas, the Welsh ancestor of the American Thomases “. . .may not all be of equal certainty, but such conclusion is the uniform judgement of all writers upon Welsh history and genealogy.”3

The author goes into considerable detail about the genealogy of Urien Rheged, quoting as his source material, British and Welsh genealogical records, thus one need not question the authenticity of his research. Certainly it would take many months just to run down the footnotes he has used as references, even if one had access to these ancient Welsh and English records. Needless to say, the descendants of Urien Rheged, son of Cynvarch Oer (who was the son of Meirchion Gul), were active in Welsh history down through the centuries.4

One descendant of Urien Rheged, named Nicholas ap Philip, who lived in Caermarthenshire, Wales, was said to have possessed an ample fortune and appeared to have owned considerable property in Caermarthen town.5 He was described as being “. . .of hasty spirit and violent temper, that often involved him in complications with his neighbors, from which it required the exercise of all his ingenuity to extricate himself. . .” Certainly those of us who know our Thomas line well, can see some of our own traits in this brief description.

The surname Thomas as it affects the Thomases of Trigg County, did not emerge until about the year 1400 A.D. However, it had been popular as a given name since the Battle of Hastings in 1066 A.D. The above-mentioned Nicholas ap Philip, had a son named Gruffyd ap Nicholas. He in turn has a son which he named Thomas ap Gruffyd, and who succeeded his father as head of the household and became the first of the family to bear the given name Thomas. He was described as a man with a character very different from his turbulent father, and one of the most accomplished gentleman of the age. It was said that his mild disposition and elegance of manners was rarely found in those cruel times of civil warfare. Certainly many of us today would like to think that we too inherited some of his good traits. He was very proficient however, as a participant in various tournaments so prevalent in those days when men gathered and demonstrated their prowess with various implements of war. Thomas’ strong point was dueling with the sword. While resting after a duel in which he had slain his opponient, he was trecherously run through the body and killed by one of his victim’s seconds. Thomas ap Gruffyd was buried in the Abbey of Bardsey, Caermarthenshire, Wales.

Thomas ap Gruffyd married Elizabeth, daughter of Sir John Griffith. His second wife was another Elizabeth. He had nine children by his first wife, the fifth of whom was a son, Rhys or Rees, who eventually became his father’s favorite and heir.

Rhys ap Thomas was born in 1449, over 40 years before Columbus discovered America. He was educated at the Court of Burgundy where he held a post of honor in the Duke’s household. When his father was banished to Wales, however, he gave up that post and went with his father. An anonymous author of a biography of Rhys ap Thomas, who seemed to have become carried away by his enthusiasm, said of the family: “. . .they were the best born gentlemen in Wales, and furtherest spread in their branches of any family in England. . .His home and hospitality were in every respect suitable to his immense wealth and displayed the magnificence of a prince rather than of a private gentleman.” This trait, except the wealth, remains true among the Thomas descendants today, and the sharing of hearth and home of the Thomases of Trigg County, has been recalled by many from the pioneer days of 1806 to the present.

Rhys ap Thomas figured in a number of historic battles while playing his part against the broad backdrop of the history of Wales. One of these battles took place August 22, 1485 on the field of Bosworth near Leicester, and included as opponients, King Richard III and the Earl of Richmond.6 According to tradition, Rhys ap Thomas slew King Richard just as the latter was closing in to slay the Earl of Richmond. The Earl was so grateful to Rhys ap Thomas for saving his life that he knighted him on the field after the victory. After further engagements over the next 20 years, during which time he displayed his courage and loyalty, Sir Rhys ap Thomas was, on April 22, 1505, elected a Knight Companion of the most noble Order of the Garter and occupied the 12th stall of the sovereign’s side in St. George’s Chapel, Windsor, where his Garter plate still remains.

During those years, Sir Rhys (sometimes spelled Ryce or Rice) held various official positions and appointments and had served as mayor of Caermarthen in 1488, 1494 and 1500.

He made his will February 2, 1524-25, and died that year at the age of 76, the will being probated July 5, 1525. He was buried in the Church of the Grey Friars at Caermarthen, but his body was afterwards removed to the eastern aisle of St. Peter’s Church in the same town. His monument, a sculptured block, surmounted by recumbent figures of Sir Rhys and his last wife, Elizabeth Herbert, is said to be the most remarkable the church contains. This monument, restored in 1865, was moved to a position under the arch between the chancel and the consistory court, and contains the effigy of Sir Rhys and Elizabeth on a slab 10 feet long by three feet wide by two inches thick. He is shown lying in an attitude of prayer, clothed in mail and chain armor.

According to Dr. Thomas, Sir Rhys ap Thomas was married more than once, and it is difficult to state with absolute certainty his marriage relations. His first wife, Eva, already mentioned, bore him a son. She apparently died young and his second wife, Gwenllian, was the sister of an intimate friend, Robert ap Gwylim. She was mother of nine of his children and descendants of some of them migrated to America in the 1600’s, among them, John Thomas, ancestor of the Thomases of Trigg County. Third wife was Jenet, daughter of Thomas Matthews. She too was mother of several of his children. His fourth and perhaps his last wife, was Elizabeth Herbert, sister of William Herbert, first Earl of Pembroke.

By the time Sir Rhys ap Thomas died in 1525, his descendants had already adopted Thomas as their surname and it had become quite prevalent in Wales. It is this reason among many others, that tracing in detail the line of John Thomas, who emigrated to Virginia in 1610 would be an enormous and time consuming task. It has been estimated that John Thomas was born about 1585 or 1590. Thus, in descending from Sir Rhys ap Thomas, he likely would have been either a grandson or a great grandson. The fact that Sir Rhys’ Coat of Arms was brought to America by the very first Thomases certainly indicates a lineal connection.

Although the exact genealogical line may never be completely documented, the Thomases of Trigg County can look back with pride upon a line of descent that spans nearly 1500 years.






Correspondence between H. M. Thomas, Grundy, Va., and G. P. Willson, 64 Princess Way, London, England.



Published by Henry T. Thomas Co., New York City, 1896. Copy in Library of Congress, Washington, D. C., and Tennessee State Library, Nashville, Tenn.



References to Dr. Thomas’ account used throughout this chapter can be found in the first 29 pages of his book.



To clarify the use of the Welsh word “ap” one should remember that it means “son of.” If the reader will use it in this sense, he will be able to follow the line and see how the surname Thomas came into being. Even after surnames were accepted as permanent, the word “ap” continued to be used in many instances after some of the Thomas family came to Virginia. Eventually it was dropped by all U.S. descendants.



Caermarthen in Caermarthenshire is on the north side of the Bristol Channel in the southern part of Wales. Across that channel is Devonshire, England, in which is located Plymouth, the port of embarkation of the Sea Venture when it left for Virginia in 1609. Nearness of Caermarthen to Plymouth — only a few days journey by boat around Land’s End — lends strength to the theory that John Thomas left from there instead of London.



The Earl of Richmond became Henry VII and succeeded Richard III as King of England. His accession to the throne marked the end of the War of Roses and the beginning of what is considered the modern period of English history. —The Columbia Encyclopedia, page 882.





Chapter XIII: Drury Bridges of Edgecombe County, N.C.
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First member of the Bridges family to settle in what is now Trigg County, Kentucky, was Drury Bridges. He migrated from North Carolina to Christian County in 1804.1 bringing with him his wife Charity (Cohoon) Bridges and their four children — three girls and a boy. One other child, a boy, had died prior to their leaving North Carolina. Two more children, both girls, were born after they settled in Kentucky. Drury and his family settled first in the Donaldson Creek valley although there is no record of his ever having acquired land there.2 He later moved some three miles farther northwest to a site on the north bank of a stream mentioned in old records as “the Beechy Fork of Donaldson Creek,” which later was to be called Beechy Fork Creek. There he acquired land and settled for the remainder of his life.

Drury Bridges built a log cabin in a level wooded area near the little creek, and called it Maple Grove, a name that eventually was adopted by the entire community. The log cabin built by Drury Bridges, along with several additions, stood until 1907 when it was dismantled and the logs moved about a half a mile south where they were used to build a cabin for Jack Bridges, a descendant of one of the family slaves.

Drury Bridges was born August 30, 1765 on a plantation near Fishing Creek and the Long Swamp in the northern part of Edgecombe County, North Carolina. Today this creek is the dividing line between Edgecombe and Halifax Counties. His parents were William and Jemima Bridgers3 who later acquired land 10 miles south on Tyancoca Swamp, now called Cokey Swamp, less than three miles southeast of present day Rocky Mount, North Carolina. In this area too, lived the Cohoon and Flowers families4 both of whom the Kentucky Bridges line also lists as ancestors. Drury, the oldest of the children of William and Jemima Bridgers, was 14 years old when the family moved to that area. He and his three sisters and two brothers grew up in this section of Edgecombe County, and it was there that he met Miss Charity Cohoon, the girl who later was to become his wife. They were married in the latter part of 1789 or early 1790. Most of the marriage bonds of Edgecombe County are missing between the years 1774 and 1798 so the exact date cannot be determined.

Although Drury Bridges is said to have migrated to Kentucky in 1804, various records indicate that he, his wife Charity and their four children, Jemima, 8; Selethia and Piety (twins), 6, and William, 3, may have left North Carolina for Tennessee at least by the early part of 1803. They were accompanied by Drury’s sisters, Priscilla and Sylvias, also a third sister and two brothers whose names are not known.5

Their route west from Edgecombe County was similar to the one which would be taken by James Thomas, Sr., in 1806 three years later (See Chap. 2)—across North Carolina to Elizabethton, Tenn., where they joined a larger group of settlers headed for the Cumberland Valley of Tennessee. They also traveled over the Walton Road, which at the time had just been completed. Although it is pretty certain that James Thomas took the Holston River route, likely Drury Bridges and his family continued their journey overland.

At Carthage, Tenn., Drury crossed the Cumberland River and continued along the trail on the north side of it for some 25 miles to the vicinity of Gallatin in Sumner County, Tenn. At that time, several Bridges families from Nash County, North Carolina, lived near Gallatin, among them, Sampson, William and John. It is likely that Drury stopped and visited there for a period of time, just how long is not certain. In any event, it is certain that several things happened while he was there. First, Drury changed his mind about settling in Tennessee. Instead, he decided to take his family farther into the wilderness to Kentucky. There is no record of why he made this decision, but for some reason, his three sisters and two brothers chose to remain in Sumner County.

At this point, the fate of the rest of the family becomes somewhat obscure. There is no record of later activities of Drury’s two brothers, nor of one of his sisters. There is mention of Bridges families in records of adjoining Robertson and Smith counties, but not enough for conclusive deductions.

Two of Drury’s sisters—Priscilla and Sylvias—however, did leave trace. Priscilla married John Brake and they later moved from Sumner to adjoining Robertson County, Tenn., of which Springfield is the county seat. By 1820, they had six children, three boys and three girls. Both John and Priscilla died before 1840.6

Sylvias married James Brown. They moved to Montgomery County, Tenn., of which Clarksville is the county seat, and settled on a farm near the village of Port Royal, which today is a rural community located a few miles south of the Kentucky-Tennessee state line near Guthrie, Kentucky. James Brown, Sylvias’ husband, died in December 1834 without making a will, and an inventory of his estate was ordered.7 This inventory was filed with the court on January 12, 1835. A land division was made December 20, 1834 and recorded March 16, 1835.8 Sylvias Brown, the widow, was allotted 30 1/2 acres as her right of dowery and the rest went to the heirs although none was named. Among the property filed with the county court were six slaves which were sold for $3,371.50. The settlement was made by A. G. Brown, agent, and commissioners settlement was made by Albert Gallatin Brown, administrator, apparently the same person, perhaps a son, on April 16, 1836.9

Sylvias (Bridges) Brown is said to have been buried in Montgomery County, Tenn., near Port Royal, just south of the state line, and according to one source, with her grave marked “. . .with a handsome granite stone.”10

After his arrival in Christian County, Ky., Drury Bridges acquired an 85 1/2 acre tract of land on Beechy Fork Creek. Surveyed “. . .by virtue of a Christian County Court certificate No. 2114. . .” on Nov. 16, 1804, the land was described as “. . .Lying being in the County of Christian on the Beechy Fork of Dollatson (Donaldson) and bounded as followeth, to wit: Beginning at a sugar tree in Richard Bell’s land thence South 24 poles to two sugar trees thence East 72 poles to a black gum, thence North 72 east 16 poles to a white oak thence east 34 poles to a Spanish oak thence south 77 east 52 poles to a white oak on the bank of the creek, thence N38 poles to a red oak thence west 96 poles to a black oak thence north 78 west 120 poles to two white oaks, thence south 80 west 44 poles to a stake thence south 40 poles to the beginning. . .” Drury’s acquisition of the property was recorded in the State Land office at Frankfort, Ky., in “Land Grants South of the Green River,” on January 6, 1815.11

Beechy Fork Creek originates high in the hills bordering the northern part of the Donaldson Valley and runs west some five miles through a picturesque but smaller valley, then almost due south to a confluence with Donaldson Creek only a few miles before it empties into the Cumberland River. The mouth of Beechy Fork Creek today is covered by the waters of Lake Barkley, which also covers the lower third of the length of the Donaldson Valley. The area where Drury Bridges settled was entirely different from the flat to rolling area around the Tyancoca Swamp in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, and probably looked much more attractive to Drury and his family despite the hardships and uncertainties of life in the wilderness.


[image: CERTIFICATE showing survey of land for Drury Bridges on November 16, 1804. The original called for 200 acres, but for some reason Drury took only 85% acres so a new survey was made. This certificate is on file in the office of Secretary of State, Frankfort, Kentucky.]
CERTIFICATE showing survey of land for Drury Bridges on November 16, 1804. The original called for 200 acres, but for some reason Drury took only 85% acres so a new survey was made. This certificate is on file in the office of Secretary of State, Frankfort, Kentucky.

On March 3, 1822, Drury Bridges acquired two more land grants, one for 225 acres and the other for 50 acres, in the same general vicinity of his original land acquisitions.12 Later he purchased more land, ultimately acquiring approximately 700 acres, all in the area on both sides of Beechy Fork Creek surrounding his original homestead.

Drury and his wife Charity and their four North Carolina born children, settled down in a log cabin on the north side of Beechy Fork Creek to make their home in Kentucky. Two more children—Elizabeth and Mary—were born there.




[image: ORIGINAL CABIN of Drury Bridges is the log portion at right. Rest of house was added in later years. Drury settled on this site in 1804, built a cabin, and lived there until his death in 1840. Picture, made in 1907, shows Cullen T. Bridges, Drury’s youngest grandchild, on porch at left, his wife Virginia, and members of his family just prior to the time the building was torn down. The site today is owned by a descendant—Picture courtesy Mrs. Ruby T. Hinson.]
ORIGINAL CABIN of Drury Bridges is the log portion at right. Rest of house was added in later years. Drury settled on this site in 1804, built a cabin, and lived there until his death in 1840. Picture, made in 1907, shows Cullen T. Bridges, Drury’s youngest grandchild, on porch at left, his wife Virginia, and members of his family just prior to the time the building was torn down. The site today is owned by a descendant—Picture courtesy Mrs. Ruby T. Hinson.

Drury took a prominent part in the affairs of Trigg County after it was formed in 1820. There is no record of his formal education, but he was quite well educated for his time, apparently in a school somewhere in the Fishing Creek and Tyancoca Swamp communities of Edgecombe County, North Carolina. In Kentucky he was often called upon by his neighbors and others in the community for help with their business transactions. When the Donaldson Creek Church was organized in 1814 (See Chap. 4) Drury, along with his wife, Charity, and their twin daughters Piety (Bridges) Brunk, and Selethia Bridges, were among the 27 charter members. Also included in the group were Charity’s brother, Joel Cohoon, and members of his family.

In his later years, Drury Bridges was disabled by a stroke making it necessary for him to use crutches for the remainder of his life. He died June 13, 1840 at the age of 74.

No will nor inventory of the property of Drury was ever recorded in the Trigg County court, and apparently, after he died, his widow and surviving children simply divided the estate among them. Accounted for however were two tracts of land totaling 212 1/2 acres which the daughters and their husbands collectively sold to William Bridges, Drury’s only living son. This transfer of deeds, recorded in the Trigg County court13 reads:


’This indenture made and entered into this 13th day of August 1840 between Noah Brunk and his wife Piety Brunk, Joel Futrell and his wife Selethia Futrell, Allen Sholar and his wife Jemima Sholar, Perry Thomas and his wife Elizabeth Thomas, and Starkey Thomas and his wife Polly Thomas, heirs and devisees of Drury Bridges decd of the County of Trigg and State of Kentucky of the one part, and William Bridges of the county and state aforesaid of the other part, witnesseth that the said Noah Brunk and his wife, Joel Futrell and wife, Allen Sholar and wife, Perry Thomas and wife and Starkey Thomas and wife for and in consideration of the relationship and the good will they bear to the said William Bridges, have granted, released, conveyed and confirmed to the said Bridges his heirs and assigns forever, all our interests in one certain tract or parcel of land situated and being in the county and state aforesaid on the Beechy Fork of Donaldson Creek containing 112 1/2 acres, be the same more or less bounded as follows (to wit) beginning at a white oak in the upper line of 113 1/2 acre survey made for John Wilson thence N33 E145 poles to a dogwood and black gum, thence NW40 poles to 2 black gums, thence N83 E 28 poles to an ash and elm thence S 30 E 30 poles to a white oak and Spanish oak, thence S 84 E 46 poles to two white oaks, thence S 31 E 13 poles to a hickory and white oak, thence 80 E 58 poles to a large poplar and white oak thence S 10 W 50 poles to a large ash in the edge of a drain, thence W 110 poles to a branch thence S 30 W to a beech and white walnut in said Wilson’s survey and corner thereof, thence with said Wilson’s line N 63 W 60 poles to the beginning.



(Excepted were three acres that Drury had previously sold to William Elder, and the growing crop Drury had already started on his land.) Witnesses were William Pritchard and John Martin. The purchase price for this tract was not listed.

Eight days later, August 22, 1840, William Bridges bought an additional 100 acres of adjoining land from his sisters and their husbands under the same conditions as specified in the first deed. That purchase price was $250. Witnesses were Archibald Cohoon and John Martin. Both deeds were recorded with Trigg County Court Clerk J. E. Thompson on September 5, 1840. The deeds were examined and purchase price delivered to Stanley Thomas on behalf of the heirs on February 3, 1841.

There is nothing on record indicating that any other part of Drury’s property was disposed of, so it is assumed that his widow, Charity (Cohoon) Bridges, continued to live at the homestead.

Charity outlived Drury by 12 years and died October 16, 1852 at the age of 81. Both are buried in the Bridges family cemetery about 100 yards from their original Kentucky homesite and their gravestones are still in an excellent state of preservation. The original 85 1/2 acre tract and surrounding lands, are still in the hands of their descendants.

When Charity died, her son-in-law, Perry Thomas, was appointed by the Trigg County Court as administrator for which he posted an $8,000 bond. T. M. Ingram, Moses Thompson and Cullen Thomas, Perry’s brother, were appointed appraisers. Their appraisal, dated Nov. 16, 1852, was filed with County Clerk A. S. Dabney, on Dec. 13, 1852.14 Among the items listed were: 12 chairs, a dining table, one clock, press, sets of dinnerware, glassware and silverware; several pewter dishes, set of candlesticks, a candle mold, one lot of stoneware, two demijohns, several churns, two flat irons, one coffee mill, a loom and fixtures; two spinning wheels and reels, two baskets of flax, a bag of dried fruit, one lot of cotton, one scythe and cradle; 114 bushels of corn, six stacks of oats, one log chain, one ox cart, two axes, one gun, four large troughs, one barrel of salt, three plows and two sets of gear. Livestock included 11 head of cattle, 10 sheep, 19 hogs, six shoats, three mares, two colts, one yoke of oxen, eight geese and 20 chickens.

Seven slaves and value listed, were: Lewis, $250; Norris, $250; Sam $800; Misemi, $600; Nancy, $450; Mary, $450, and Eliza Ann, $150, a total of $2,950.

Also included in the inventory were notes due from several relatives and neighbors in the amount of $357.51, and $204.00 in cash.

Perry Thomas filed his settlement with the court on November 14, 1853, two days less than a year after the appraisal had been filed, and closed out the estate of Drury and Charity (Cohoon) Bridges, one they had begun in 1804 some 49 years earlier when they arrived from North Carolina with their children to make for themselves a home in the wilderness.

Collectively the seven children of Drury and Charity (Cohoon) Bridges, had 53 children, who in turn had 221 children. These 221 children had 884 children. By the fifth generation, Drury and Charity Bridges had over 3,500 descendants. The majority of these descendants also claimed James and Mary Thomas as their ancestors.


The Children of Drury Bridges and Charity (Cohoon) Bridges


Piety and Selethia Bridges

Piety and Selethia, twin girls, were born Nov. 26, 1790 in North Carolina. The oldest children of Drury and Charity, they came to Kentucky with their parents in 1804. Piety married Noah Brunk in Christian County, Kentucky, June 3, 1813, with Dudley Williams as the officiating minister; it was the second marriage for both. She and her husband had five daughters: Lucinda, Elizabeth, Jennie, Priscilla and Martha,15 Piety died in 1853.

Selethia, whose name also appears in various Christian and Trigg County records as Teletha and Leththa, married Joel Futrell in Trigg County on November 9, 1831. He was born November 29, 1802, the son of Shadrach and Charlotte (Johnson) Futrell, who lived on Donaldson Creek. She was baptized and became one of the original members of the Donaldson Creek church when it was organized in 1814. She had been a member of that church for 64 years when she died Dec. 9, 1879 at the age of 89. Her husband Joel was still living in 1880 and was listed in the census that year. The date of his death is uncertain.

Selethia was buried beside her parents in the Drury Bridges family cemetery near Drury’s original homesite on Maple Grove, and Joel was buried on Donaldson Creek although the exact spot is not known today.16 They had no children.



Orren Dates Bridges

Orren Dates, third child of Drury and Charity, was born Sept 7 1792 in North Carolina. However, he died prior to the time the family left Edgecombe County for Kentucky, and is buried somewhere in the Tyancoca Swamp community.



Jemima Bridges

Jemima, the fourth child of Drury and Charity, was born October 12, 1795 in Edgecombe County, North Carolina, on the plantation owned by Drury in the Tyancoca Swamp community. She was nine years old when the family came to Kentucky. She married Allen Sholar, October 20, 1812, in Christian County, Kentucky. Allen, born May 26, 1793 in Bertie County, North Carolina, was the son of Laodicea (Thomas) and Benjamin Sholar, of Bertie County, N. C. Allen and his cousin, Joshua Sholar, came to Christian County, Kentucky about 1806 and settled in the extreme eastern end of the Donaldson valley. Jemima (Bridges) and Allen Sholar were the parents of 11 children, six boys and five girls. They were:


	David, (b. Sept. 3, 1813; d: Jan. 6, 1860), married Temperance Lawrence, Nov. 28, 1842, three children.

	Pollie, (b. July 1, 1815; d. — ), married Ezekiel Lawrence, March 30, 1837, four children.

	Sarah, (b. July 6, 1817, no further data.)

	William B., (b. June 10, 1819; d. March 21, 1892), married Mary E. Hutts, Jan. 6, 1851, five children.

	Elizabeth, (b. March 17, 1821; d. — ), married James Henry Lawrence, Nov. 8, 1841, four children.

	Allen, (b. Aug. 22, 1823; d. Sept. 14, 1855), probably never married.

	Thomas, (b. Apr. 26, 1825; d. June 23, 1873), married Martha Jane Rogers, Jan. 4, 1848, eight children.

	Emily, (b. Jan. 20, 1827; d. Nov. 10, 1855), probably never married.

	Alpha, (b. Feb. 28, 1829; d. Jan. 16, 1914), married Thomas Allison Vinson, March 30, 1853, (his third wife), four children.

	Drewry Bridges, (b. May 16, 1831; d. Feb. 11, 1889), married: (1) Martha Jane Carr, Jan. 12, 1860, four children. (2) Helen Wiles, Dec. 24, 1871, seven children.

	Peyton, (b. July 25, 1834; d. Dec. 20, 1883), married: (1) Frances Etna Vinson (no date), three children. (2) Martha Calhoun, Oct. 4, 1874, two children.



Jemima (Bridges) Sholar died July 22, 1877; Allen, her husband, died Jan. 29, 1853. Both are buried in the James Thomas cemetery located about 50 yards west of the original Cullen Thomas homesite on the south side of Donaldson Creek.17



William Bridges

William was born on the Bridgers plantation in the Tyancoca Swamp community of Edgecombe County, North Carolina, on May 30, 1800, and was four years old when the family migrated to Kentucky. He grew up on his father’s farm in the area now known as Maple Grove, the only son of Drury and Charity (Cohoon) Bridges to grow to maturity, and he did a remarkable job of perpetuating the family name. On June 20, 1820, the same year that Trigg County was formed, he married Mary Thomas, youngest daughter of James and Mary (Standley) Thomas. They had 12 children, nine boys and three girls. Through the issue of six of these nine sons, the Bridges name today is not only well established in Trigg County, but also throughout the United States. The 12 children were:


	Orren D., (b. June 27, 1821; d. Apr. 27, 1904), married Mary Elizabeth Hixon, May 27, 1848, 12 children.

	Starkie T., (b. Feb. 15, 1823; d. Nov. 15, 1896), married: (1) Minerva Hixon, Dec. 28, 1852, (sister of Orren’s wife), one child. (2) Elizabeth W. Lawrence, June 3, 1862, eight children.

	Simco N., (b. Jan. 17, 1825; d. Nov. 1, 1901), married Emeline Martin, Apr. 11, 1848, nine children.

	Drewry, (b. Jan. 20, 1827; d. July 4, 1916), married; (1) Peaches Ann Tart, Oct. 25, 1849, 11 children. (2) Nannie Gresham, June 13, 1887, two children.

	Burnetta, (b. Mch. 5, 1830; d. Jan. 2, 1844, age 14).

	James C., (b. June 14, 1832; d. Apr. 20, 1863), married Mary Calhoun, Dec. 10, 1855, four children.

	William (b. Oct. 3, 1834). Never married. On July 1, 1861, at age 27, enlisted in Confederate Army; reported for duty Sept. 14, 1861, Camp Burnett, Tenn. Assigned Co. G, Fourth Regt. Ky. Brigade, served as a musician. Transferred to Co. 1, Jan. 1862, saw service Ft. Donelson, only 15 miles from home, later at Shiloh and Vicksburg. Died Apr. 22, 1862 of illness, Castillion Springs, Miss., where he is buried.18

	Stanley, (b. Feb. 14, 1837; d. July 17, 1838).

	Mary Adeline, (b. Apr. 23, 1839; d. July 9, 1912), married Thomas A. Hixon, July 30, 1860, (brother of wives of Orren and Starkie), nine children.

	Charity S., (b. May 2, 1842; d. June 25, 1908), married James J. Battoe, Oct. 15, 1859, two children.

	John, (twin of Charity, died at birth.)

	Cullen T., (b. Aug. 12, 1844; d. Apr. 15, 1913), married Virginia Ann Thomas, Nov. 9, 1863, ten children. At age 17, Cullen enlisted in Confederate Army and served under Col. Thomas Woodward, commander of a division of the 2nd Kentucky Cavalry, under Gen. N. B. Forrest.19 Saw service at Fort Donelson along with his brother William, and was with his division until it disbanded prior to the end of the war.
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MARY (Thomas) BRIDGES

William Bridges settled on a farm about two miles west of his father’s original homestead near what is known as “Little Spring.” at a point where Beechy Fork Creek turns southward toward its confluence with Donaldson Creek. He died there July 11, 1844, at the age of 44.

William left no will, and James Thomas, Jr., his brother-in-law, was appointed administrator to settle his estate. On Sept. 27, 1844, an inventory and appraisal of the personal estate and slaves of William Bridges was filed with the Trigg County Court. Listed were many items of household goods along with saddles, bridles, harness, stands of bees, a copper still and lot of barrels, grindstone and cradle, small mare valued at $25; one blind mare and colt, $20; six head of cattle, 16 head of sheep, plows, guns, 100 barrels of corn in the field, and a note on Futrell, first name not given, and C. Elon on which a balance of $40 was due.

The slave inventory included: Daniel, age 46, valued at $400; Rachael, 32, and four-months-old child, $400; Burrell, age about 15, $450; Jack, age 12, $350; Jacob, age 10, $250; Hasty, age 8, $200; Liney, age 5, $225; Silcy, age 3, $100, for a total of $2,375.

Witnessess to filing of the inventory were Stanley Thomas, Starkie Thomas, Joel Sumner and Archibald Cohoon. It was approved and recorded May 12, 1845.20 The estate was not completely settled however, until Nov. 10, 1855.21

William’s wife, Mary (Thomas) Bridges, who was born in 1802 in Bertie County, North Carolina, died in Trigg County, July 28, 1876, at the age of 74, outliving her husband by 32 years. Both are buried in the family graveyard located on a hillside adjacent to the house where they lived. The author of this work is descended maternally from William through his youngest son, Cullen T. Bridges, and Cullen’s oldest daughter, Ora Agnes, who married Robert H. Thomas, grandson of James Thomas, Jr.



Elizabeth Josephine Bridges

Elizabeth was born October 29, 1804, shortly after the family arrived in Kentucky and was the first of the family to have been born in the state. She married Perry Thomas, third son of James and Mary (Standley) Thomas. They had 14 children. (For additional details, see Chapter 10.)



Mary Bridges

Mary was born in Christian County, Ky., July 25, 1807, in the original log cabin built by Drury Bridges on the north side of Beechy Fork Creek. She was the youngest child. Mary married Starkie Thomas, fourth child of James and Mary (Standley) Thomas. They had 11 children. (For additional details, see Chapter 10.)

NOTE: Data in the handwriting of Drury Bridges, his daughter Elizabeth and her husband Perry Thomas, from collections of Allison Thomas, Linda Koch and Agnes Wilburn, are sources of birth and death dates of Drury and Charity’s children.
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Chapter XIV: Ancestors of Charity (Cohoon) Bridges
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Charity Cohoon, who married Drury Bridges, was the daughter of John Cohoon and Priscilla (Flowers) Cohoon. She was born September 18, 1771, on a plantation in the Tyancoca Swamp community of Edgecombe County, North Carolina.

First record of John Cohoon in Edgecombe County was in 1754, at which time he bought 150 acres of land from the Earl of Granville, part of a tract granted the Earl September 17, 1744. The property lay on both sides of the Tyancoca Swamp and was located above the mouth of Meadow Branch.1 Will and Egbert Haywood were witnesses, and Francis Corbin was witness for the Earl of Granville.

During his time in Edgecombe County, all of which seems to have been spent in the Tyancoca Swamp area, John Cohoon did a great deal of land trading. Also involved in some of the transactions were his brother William, and Micajah Cohoon, a cousin, both of whom seem to have settled in the Tyancoca Swamp area about the same time.

Next item in Edgecombe County records pertaining to John Cohoon was February 11, 1761, when he paid five pounds to his brother William for 100 acres of land. In December of the same year, John sold to his cousin Micajah 260 acres for 20 pounds proclamation money. . On October 20, 1765, John Cohoon bought from Renissen Tisdale 157 acres for which he paid 10 pounds provincial money. This was adjacent to the land of Isaac Flowers, and one of the witnesses to the deed was John’s brother William.

Other transactions included: January 12, 1767, for 127 acres from William Cohoon for the sum of 10 pounds; Dec. 6, 1.769, John Cohoon sold to Henry Henderson for 35 pounds current Virginia money part of the tract of land he had acquired from the Earl of Granville in 1754; Dec. 30, 1771, John Cohoon sold additional acreage to Renissen Tisdale, for 12 pounds; Oct. 22, 1777, Henry Flowers sold 290 acres to John Cohoon, for 100 pounds proclamation money, the land being a grant Flowers had purchased from the Earl of Granville in 1760; Oct. 9, 1783, John Cohoon received a 100 acre land grant from Governor Alexander Martin; and on Sept. 19, 1788, John Cohoon sold 150 acres on the south side of Mercer’s Mill Creek, to Thomas Broadrib for 40 pounds specie money.2

John Cohoon and his wife Priscilla had five children. They were: Joel, Mary, Charity, Ava and Simon. In the ensuing years both sons grew to maturity in the Tyancoca Swamp area, married, made land purchases, and built homes of their own.

John Cohoon’s will was probated in February Court 1789 in which he bequeathed the following: eldest son Joel, plantation “whereon I now live,” and all land except 50 acres taken from the north, a negro boy, Ned, featherbed and furniture; daughter Mary, negro boy, Sam, also featherbed and furniture; daughter Charity, negro girl named Effeneba, one featherbed and furniture; daughter Avy (Ava) negro named Venus, featherbed and furniture; son Simon, “plantation whereon I now live” with 50 acres taken from Joel’s tract. All land belonging to plantation he gave to his wife for her use during her lifetime, including the right to clear any part of it she desired in order to get firewood. His wife, Priscilla, and son Joel, were executors.3

Joel Cohoon and his mother, Priscilla, executors of the estate of John Cohoon sold the final parcel of land, 100 acres on the Tyancoca Swamp in Edgecombe County, to William Folk on March 11, 1793, closed out the estate, and divided the remainder among the children.

Prior to the death of John Cohoon, his son Joel had married Naomi Futrell. She was born in 1768, probably in Northampton County, North Carolina, and they were married in Edgecombe County on Aug. 4, 1785.4 She apparently was the sister of Daniel Futrell who married Joel’s sister Ava. Simon Cohoon, Joel’s brother, also married in Edgecombe County, but there is no further record of his sister Mary.

By 1805, Joel Cohoon had disposed of the property he had acquired, all of it being in the Tyancoca Swamp community. Thus with nothing to keep him in North Carolina, he packed his family and belongings and headed west, following closely the trail of his brother-in-law, Drury Bridges, and his sister, Charity, to Kentucky.

Joel Cohoon settled on Donaldson Creek, one of the first five permanent settlers (see Chap. 1) and where he died October 1835.

Children of Joel and Naomi (Futrell) Cohoon included: David Greene Cohoon, born 1786, married Rebecca Futrell: Nathan Cohoon; and Archibald B. Cohoon, born 1799 in North Carolina, married Charity Cohoon in Trigg County, Oct. 25, 1825.5

Joel served in the Revolutionary War in North Carolina, entering service at the Nash County court house. He served under General Nathaniel Greene and other officers were Col. Crain and Major Coffield. He applied for and received a pension (No. W. 8576) Dec. 24, 1833, after he had settled in Kentucky.6 Many of Joel’s descendants still live in Trigg County.

Simon Cohoon, brother of Joel, also migrated to Kentucky. He must have died before 1822 as the Trigg County Court that year appointed a guardian for Simon’s two children, Ross and Polly Cohoon.7

In 1850 Naomi (Futrell) Cohoon, widow of Joel was 82 years old and living with her son, Archibald and his family.8

The Trigg County Calhoun family line descends from William Cahoone, a native of Scotland, who arrived in America on the ship Unity about 1653 and settled in New England. He and his wife, Deliverance, whom he married about 1663, had six sons: Samuel! William, Joseph, James, John and Nathaniel. By 1685, Samuel, the oldest son, was living in Isle of Wight County, Virginia, working as a shoemaker, and was on the quit rent roll of Nansemond County, Va., in 1704. He married Mary, the daughter of William Hunter, and had five sons: Samuel, Jr., James, John, William, and Robert.

John Cohoon, third son of Samuel, Jr., and Mary (Hunter) Cohoon, was born in Nansemond County, Va., about 1705. He moved to Edgecombe County, North Carolina, in June 1739, when he was granted 300 acres of land on the south side of the Tar River on Walnut Creek. John and Mary Cohoon had seven children: Micajah, William, Rowland, Darby, Elizabeth, Debora and Penelope.

William Cohoon, second son of Samuel and Mary (Hunter) Cohoon, was born in Nansemond County, Va. He married Sarah Powell, daughter of John Powell; was granted 250 acres of land in Edgecombe County, N. C., August 4, 1741; made his will in Edgecombe County January 3, 1789, and it was probated February Court 1790. William and Sarah had 11 children: Robert; daughter, name unknown; William, Jr., who married Elizabeth Flowers; John, who married Priscilla Flowers (parents of Charity); Mary, Charity! Sarah, Priscilla, Penelope, Solomon and Treasy.

The Calhouns of Trigg County descend from an ancient Scottish family line which gets its name from the property of Colquhoun in County Dunbarton, which was granted to Humphrey of Kilpatrick prior to the year 1248. Ancestors of the Trigg County line came to America after the final defeat of the Royalists at the Battle of Worcester, September 3, 1651, in England. This defeat also caused the ancestor of the Bridges line to leave England for America.9

The mother of Charity (Cohoon) Bridges was Priscilla (Flowers) Cohoon. She was the daughter of Jacob Flowers who made his will in Edgecombe County, N. C., on July 14, 1766.10 The will was probated in October Court that year, and he bequeathed: to his wife, Mary (the former Mary Johnson, apparently his second wife, whom he married November 20, 1764, two years before his death. She was the daughter of Benjamin Johnson who made his will Sept. 27, 1763, and which was probated in October 1763), use of four slaves, mare, horse, 11 cows and calves, 17 hogs and the home plantation; to son Jacob, seven slaves, still and worm, rest of the livestock; daughter Elizabeth Cohoon (wife of William, brother of John) three slaves, four cows and calves; daughter Priscilla Cohoon (wife of John, mother of Charity) three slaves, cow and calf; grandson Hardy Flowers, tract of land north of the Tar River, one slave, four cows and calves, four sows and pigs, horse and a bed and furnishings. His son Jacob Flowers, and son-in-law John Cohoon were executors. An inventory of personal property was filed with the Edgecombe County court in 1767, apparently closing out the estate.

Jacob Flowers, father of Priscilla (Flowers) Cohoon, was the son of Henry and Jane (Underwood) Flowers of Isle of Wight County, Virginia. He was an adult by 1728, at which time he paid Barnaby MacKenne (ancestor of the Trigg County McKinney family) of Bertie County, N. C., 10 pounds for 150 acres of land on the south side of the Blackwater Swamp in Isle of Wight County, Va.11 He later migrated to Southampton County, Va. On January 28, 1750, Jacob Flowers purchased 200 acres of land on the south side of the Tar River in Edgecombe County, for which he paid Arthur Whitehead 45 pounds current Virginia money. An additional 85 acres, apparently adjoining his other tract, was purchased at the same time from William Cain.12 Two years later, March 14, 1752, Jacob Flowers sold to Richard Ricks of Southampton County, Virginia, 335 acres of land north of the Nottaway River, apparently the property on which he had been living prior to moving to North Carolina.13

On July 2, 1760, he patented 550 acres of land on the north side of the Tyancoca Swamp in Edgecombe County, the same area in which lived John Cohoon, and later, William and Drury Bridgers.14

Jacob Flowers’ father, Henry, was a younger son of Captain John Flowers, a Mariner, of London, England. Apparently this branch of the family reached America for the first time on March 5, 1640, when Jeremy Dickinson sold John Flowers, Mariner, 200 acres adjoining Robert Newton in Charles City County, Virginia.15

John Flowers dealt in land and tobacco. It is not known just who his wife was, but he had at least four children: Christopher, Ann, Samuel and Henry. It was Henry who moved to Isle of Wight County and established the Flowers family through whom Charity (Cohoon) Bridges descends on her material side.

Summing up Charity’s paternal line of descent, we find:

William Cahoone, of Scotland, and wife Deliverance, had six children including a son, Samuel.

Samuel Cohoon, and wife Mary, had five sons including one named William.

William Cohoon and wife Sarah had 11 children including a son named John.

John Cohoon married Priscilla Flowers and they had five children: Joel, Mary, Charity, Ava and Simon.

Charity Cohoon married Drury Bridges and moved to Kentucky.

Charity (Cohoon) Bridges’ maternal descent:

John Flowers, Mariner, London, England, acquired land in Virginia, married and had at least four children: Christopher, Ann, Samuel and Henry.

Henry Flowers married Jane Underwood, Isle of Wight County, Va., and had at least one son, Jacob.

Jacob Flowers was married in Isle of Wight County, name of first wife unknown. His second wife was Mary Johnson. Children, all by his first wife: Jacob, Elizabeth and Priscilla.

Priscilla Flowers married John Cohoon in Edgecombe County, N. C. They had five children: Joel, Mary, Charity, Ava and Simon.

Charity married Drury Bridges and migrated to Kentucky in 1804.
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Chapter XV: Joseph Bridger of England
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The American ancestral line of the Bridges family of Trigg County, Kentucky, dates back to the early 1650’s, when Joseph Bridger of Gloucester, England, arrived in Virginia.1

Joseph Bridger was one among a group of Royalists who remained loyal to the King of England despite the Civil War being waged there under the guidance of Oliver Cromwell. Thus, by 1653 when Cromwell became Lord Protector, many of the Royalists fled to Virginia, Joseph Bridger among them.

Actually the exact date of Joseph’s arrival in Virginia is not known, but if 1653 was the year, he was 25 years old at the time. In any event, his name first appeared in the official records of Virginia in 1657 when he was listed as a member of the House of Burgesses. He also served as a member of that body the following year and again in 1663.2

Joseph Bridger was a man of many talents and abilities. With the help of his father-in-law, Colonel Robert Pitt, and a man named William Burgh, he set out to obtain land in the new world, ultimately acquiring several thousand acres of valuable real estate in Isle of Wight County. The first land transaction in which Joseph was involved was recorded on March 21, 1664 when he, with the two other men mentioned, patented 3,000 acres of land located on a branch of the Blackwater River. Joseph’s portion was claimed through his having transported 24 persons to the colony, among them, William Thomas, an early-day member of a branch of the Thomas family. Two years later, June 7, 1666, Joseph Bridger, then called Captain Bridger, and William Burgh, patented 7,800 acres of land in Isle of Wight County “. . .beginning by a White Marsh, a meadow about halfe a mile from the main run of the Blackwater. . .” for transportation of 156 persons. The list of headrights included: William Thomas (likely the same one used in his first patent); Edward Thomas, Thomas Pitt, Joseph’s brother-in-law; James Bridger, his brother, and Joseph himself.3

The Blackwater River is a stream that originates near Petersburg in Prince George County, Virginia. It runs generally southeast to south and in many places it is the dividing line between Surry and Sussex counties; Southampton, Isle of Wight and Nansemond counties. It runs some 45 or 50 miles through the productive lowlands of Virginia’s Tidewater country to a confluence with the Nottaway River at the state line. At that point a combination of the two streams forms the Chowan River that runs south across North Carolina and widens into Albemarle Sound.

The land along the Blackwater was dark and fertile, ideal for the growing of tobacco, and Joseph Bridger built his plantation house on an 850 acre site which he had bought from Captain Upton, using bricks made by hand and baked on the place. He eventually acquired additional land — in all, over 12,000 acres — and soon put it to work raising tobacco and cattle. In due time Joseph Bridger was shipping his products to England by the ship load.

Successful in business and in the political life, Joseph Bridger rapidly rose to prominence in Isle of Wight County and the Virginia colony. He was called on in 1664 to serve as a member of the Commission appointed to adjust the boundary line between the states of Virginia and Maryland. Two years later, he was named adjutant general of the Virginia forces while also serving as a member of the general assembly. That same year he was one of the commissioners representing Virginia who conferred with a similar group from Maryland and North Carolina relative to the tobacco interests of planters in those states. As one of Virginia’s leading tobacco growers, he had a keen interest in this conference.

Joseph Bridger married Hester Pitt, daughter of Col. Pitt, his original land patenting partner prior to coming to Virginia. The Pitt family had also lived in Gloucester, England, near where the Bridger family lived, and there is evidence of intermarriage of the two families in England. Joseph and Hester (Pitt) Bridger settled in the big plantation house in Isle of Wight County and raised their family, four girls and three boys.

Despite this domestic setting however, Joseph took time out when the Indian War broke in 1675 to assume command of the militia from Isle of Wight County, all the while still serving on the council.4

The year 1676 was a significant one as far as the Bridger family was concerned, for it marked the beginning of a rift between Joseph Bridger and his oldest son, Joseph Jr., that eventually was to alienate them completely.

The difficulty began with what is known as Bacon’s Rebellion. Led by 29-year-old Nathaniel Bacon, a Virginia colonial politician and soldier, the Rebellion centered around the economic exploitation of the small farmers who lived in outlying districts scattered along an unprotected frontier far back from the shores of the James River. Despite these vicious and bloody attacks, during which time many settlers were wiped out, Governor William Berkeley had refused assistance, being willing, he was charged, that the border population should suffer while he and his adherents enjoyed a very profitable fur trade with the same Indians.

Nathaniel Bacon, though from a wealthy family himself, took up the cause of the farmers, commanded two unauthorized but successful expeditions against the Indians, one of them at Roanoke Island in North Carolina. After those encounters, Bacon went to Jamestown in June 1676 as the representative of Henrico, his home county, in the newly elected House of Burgesses which the governor had been forced to convene. Bacon brought many supporters to the capital, among them Joseph Bridger, Jr., and forced Berkeley into passing laws that would benefit the small land owners, and at the same time granting him a commission to continue his Indian campaigns.

The governor, seeing that he was going to have to face a battle with Bacon, fled to his home, “Green Springs,” located on the eastern shore of the James River some two or three miles from what today is the city of Williamsburg. Fleeing with the governor was Joseph Bridger, Sr., denounced by Bacon along with the governor and many other prominent Virginians. However, before he left, Joseph is reported to have buried a goodly portion of his money at White Marsh to prevent it from falling into the hands of Bacon while he was gone. It probably was a wise move for during Joseph’s absence, his plantation was plundered and his cattle and other property taken.

Bacon and Berkeley clashed a second time, with the governor coming out second best again, so he fled once more to Green Spring. Bacon, angered, set fire to Jamestown, burning the public buildings and all the valuable records of the activities of the colony up to that time. Unfortunately, Bacon was stricken, some say of malaria, others say of dysentery, and died October 1, 1676, before he could carry out the reforms he had promised the small farmers. Without a leader, the Rebellion collapsed. After a few months, Governor Berkeley returned, captured all of Bacon’s men he could find, and hanged a number of them before he was forced to return to England.

Sir John Berry, one of the commissioners sent to Virginia by Charles II to report on the progress of Governor Berkeley, had this to say about Joseph Bridger: “(He was) a very resolute gentleman, who though forced to flee in the heat of war in his own countrie, yet on his return, was very active and instrumental in reducing to their obedience the South parte of the James River.”

Joseph Bridger, in his allegience to King Charles II, remained at Green Spring with Governor Berkeley, and while there, witnessed the governor’s will. He also was a member of the governor’s court which condemned to death the leaders of Bacon’s Rebellion. It was through his influence, no doubt, that his son, Joseph Jr., was pardoned for the part he played in the Rebellion and was permitted to go free. Despite this apparent act of fatherly love however, Joseph Sr., never forgave his son and disinherited him in his will.

In 1680, reminescent of Nathaniel Bacon, Joseph Bridger, Sr., was commissioned Commander in chief of the militia and ordered to raise men to protect the frontier against the Indians in an area that included not only Isle of Wight County, but also Surry, Lower Norfolk and Upper Norfolk (later Nansemond) counties.5 His title was major general, and eventually, in his later years, he was known throughout the area as General Bridger. He continued his close association with the governor and became a dominant figure in Virginia politics during the last years of his life. One of his last official duties was in 1683 when he served as a member of the council of state and of the general court along with 10 other men, many of whose descendants in years to come would be prominent in charting the progress of the State of Virginia.


THE OLD BRICK CHURCH

No account of the life and times of Joseph Bridger can be written without devoting some attention to the Old Brick Church in Isle of Wight County, near Smithfield, Virginia. Known as St.Luke’s, this structure today is said to be the oldest church in the nation.

The traditional builder was for many years believed to be Joseph Bridger’s father. According to Miss Elizabeth Jordan,6 secretary of Historic St. Luke’s Restoration, when Joseph Bridger came to Virginia in the 1650’s, he is said to have brought with him a letter from the Bishop of London directing him, when he arrived in Virginia, to look after the Brick Church of Corawoak (sometimes spelled Warrasquyoake and other ways). Miss Jordan said that many years ago, Mrs. Walter Dey of Norfolk, Virginia, told her and her sisters that her Grandfather Bridger showed her the letter when she was a child. Unfortunately the letter was burned when her grandfather’s house in Portsmouth, Virginia, was destroyed by fire.
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As for the traditional builder being Joseph Bridger, father of Joseph of Virginia, this seems to be in error. John Smythe, who came to Virginia from England and settled in the Berkley Hundred, wrote a history of the Berkley Hundred of Gloucester, England. This account was published in three large volumes and in it he minutely described the life and times at Slimbridge and other areas of Gloucester. One of the families he wrote about was that of Lawrence Bridger, grandfather of Joseph of Virginia, who was rector at Slimbridge.

According to Smythe, the father of Joseph Bridger who came to Virginia was named Samuel Bridger. In the 1930’s this reference was used as a basis for a Bridger family sketch in the book “Seventeenth Century Isle of Wight County,” by John Bennett Boddie. However, in support of the tradition that the structure was built by one of the Bridger family, it is now believed by authorities of the Historic St. Luke’s Restoration, that Joseph Bridger, a half brother of Samuel, the father of Joseph of Virginia, was the architect of the building. Miss Jordan said this was a strong possibility but “. . .we have not been able to locate any documentary proof. We wrote the Rector of the church at Slimbridge in an attempt to get accurate information, but he wrote saying that Smythe’s book was not considered reliable there.”

As for proof of the date of construction of the building being 1632, one has to go back to 1887. That year a severe storm blew down a large tree which fell on the southeast corner of the old building and damaged many of the original bricks. When the rubble had been cleared three bricks were found with the date 1632 pressed into them. Two of those bricks were broken, but the third one, sound as the day it was made, was put back into the restored wall and it can be seen today under the east window behind the altar.

Despite the rent in the curtain of family tradition that Joseph Bridger’s father built the Old Brick Church, it is definite that many members of the Bridger family did worship there and were closely affiliated with it. A number of Joseph’s sons as well as several of his grandsons, served as members of the vestry there in the ensuing years.

Today the Old Brick Church located four miles south of Smithfield, Virginia, on State Road 10, still stands and it is open daily to the public. The attractive and charming old structure has been described as “. . .the most precious building in America,” and remains one of the most continuing symbols of the history of the development of our nation. Its picturesque interior captures the setting of Angelican worship, and the famed communion table and chairs are among the rarest such works created by early craftsmen. The 17th century American silver baptisimal basin sets in a font hewn from a great log that has been carefully shaped by hand. On display also is an Elizabethan organ, lent by the Queen of England.

Importance of the Old Brick Church as a legacy was summed up by President Dwight D. Eisenhower in a letter to St. Luke’s October 12, 1956, in which he said:


“This monument to the founders of our country is in truth a national shrine. Visitors there, inescapably, will be reminded of the deep religious convictions of the first settlers, their faith in God and their faith in themselves as children of God. St. Luke’s, more than a time-hallowed relic of the past, will be an enduring witness to the spirit that animates them, for within its walls our forefathers gained new courage, fine persevernace, abiding strength to make of the wilderness a home for themselves and all who followed them.”



Joseph Bridger, probably one of the wealthiest and most influential men of his time, died on April 15, 1686. He left a very large amount of personal property and approximately 12,000 acres of land in Isle of Wight county. In addition, he also owned land in Surry and James City counties of Virginia and considerable acreage in the state of Maryland.

He was buried in a field near his home, White Marsh, located less than three miles from the Old Brick Church. A marble slab was erected at his grave and bore this inscription:


SACRED

To ye memory of The Honorable Joseph Bridger Esq. Councel of state in Virginia To King Charles Ye 2nd Dying April ye 15: A:D: 1686 Aged 58 years mournfully left His wife 3 sons and 4 daughters Does nature silent mourn & can dumb stone Make his true worth to future ages knowne Excels expression marble sure will keep His mem’ry best yet ever on his grave shall weep Here lies ye late great minister of State That Royal virtues had & Royal fate To Charles his Counsels did such honors bring His own express fetched him t’attend ye king His soul yet ever did with vigor move Nimble took wing, soared like it selfe above For ye bright stars ner’s laysily decline But in an instant shoot yet cease to shine.7



In the passing of time, White Marsh, the big plantation house, was occupied by various descendants of Joseph Bridger. However, it eventually fell into disrepair and was demolished, its handmade bricks scattered in the nearby field.

In 1887-1894, during the restoration of St. Luke’s church, it was discovered that only two gravestones were left in the old Bridger family cemetery at White Marsh. These two slabs marked the graves of Joseph Bridger and of Ann Randall, the latter believed to have been the aunt by marriage of Joseph’s wife, Hester (Pitt) Bridger. No other graves were identified. However, the remains of the two were reinterred in the chancel of the Old Brick Church, and the marble slab, which had stood at the head of Joseph’s grave for over 200 years, was placed over his tomb, as was that of Ann Randall. Today these two markers are part of the chancel floor and the inscriptions are still fairly legible.

Joseph is the only one of our early ancestors, Bridges or Thomas, whose grave I have been able to locate.

Joseph Bridger made his will August 3, 1683, and attached a codicil less than two months later that disinherited his oldest son, Joseph Jr., apparently for the part he played in Bacon’s Rebellion.

The will reads, with original spelling intact:


“In the name of God Amen: I Joseph Bridger of the Isle of Wight County in Virginia doe make this my last Will Testament.

Imprimis tis my Will that all my debts be in the first place carefully payd and for what then shall remaine of worldly Estate I dispose of as followeth

It is my Will that my personall Estate be equally divided betweene my Sonns Joseph Samuell & William and daughters Martha (Godwin) Mary and Elizabeth and Hester share and share alike only my daughter Martha Godwin is to have one hundred pounds lesse than the rest in respect of what I have already given her husband and alsoe theire mother and my deare wife shall have in the first place and before it is divided over and above her proportion at her Choice one Bed Coveringe and furniture to it halfe dozen Chaires a Chest of drawers: table and Carpett and lookinge glasse and Andirons to furnish her Chamber and one horse as shee shall Choose and one mare: and one Woman Servant white or blacke to waite upon her besides all her apparell Rings Jewells and appurtenances: this being done: then the personall Estate to be divided as aforesayd: Except alsoe the abatement of the hundred pounds of my daughter Marthas part shee beinge to have soe much lesse than the rest: and what Soever shall come to her of my Estate it is my will it shall remaine in her Sole and only disposeinge to give it as shee shall thinke fitt and nott in her husbands: and if her husband shall desire to be possest with it that then Care be taken that my daughters right to enjoy it be well secured else to remaine in my Executrixes hands till it be don: and all the above said shares are to remaine in the hands of my Executrix till they come to the age of twenty and one yeares: the daughters if they marie with their mothers Consent: sooner Else not and if any or another of them die before the age of one and twenty or haveing lawfull heyres then such person share to be equally divided amongst the rest viz my wife sonns daughters aforesaid: Item I give unto my Sonne Samuell the plantation and tract of Land bought by me of John Gatlin and William Gatlin whereon John Cooke now liveth and alsoe one halfe of my plantation of Curawoak being seaven thousand Eight hundred acres of land to be equally layd out and the plantations and houseinge that is now seated thereon to be included in the one halfe given to him the sayd lands I say I give to him for and dureinge his naturall life and from and after his decease to the heyres of his body lawfully begotten Item I give unto my Sonne William all that tract of Land Granted me by Escheate being 850 acres formerly belonginge to Natha: ffloyd (Except what is disposed of by me part of which beinge least out by me to ffrancis Hobbs: Mrs. Dorothy Bond & William Blunt alsoe the two tracts of Land taken up by Coll Pitt Mr. Wm Burgh and my selfe Conteyneinge three thousand acres: Except Six hundred thereof sould by me to Lt Coll John Pitt: part of which Thomas Mandue: Richard Parker Wm Woorrell Richard Jones Thomas Reves Robert Sturdy and others hath least of me I say I give ye said lands and every part thereof with the above plantation to my Sonne William and for and dureinge his naturall life and from and after his decease to the heyres of his body lawfully begoten Item I give to my Sonne William that tract of land belonginge to me part of which I have least to Christopher Wade: to him and his heyres lawfully begotten: Item it is my Will that if either of my sd Sonns: Samuell or William die before they attaine the age of one and twenty yeares and with out heyres lawfully begotten of theire bodyes that then all the lands given as aforesaid I give unto the Survivor of them for and dureinge his naturall life: and from and after his decease to the heyres of his body lawfully begotten and it shall not goe to theire Elder Brother Joseph but through default of such heyres and then to him only dureinge his naturall life: and from and after his decease to the heyres of his body lawfully begotten: Item for the tract of Land whereon I now dwell with of 850 acres formerly belongeinge to Capt Upton and that of 300 acres formerly belongeinge to Mr. Seward on wch Mr. Izard ould phillip and Wm Lewes lived I give unto my loveinge Wife for and dureinge her naturall life (She keepeinge the Bricke houseinge and orchard in repaire with all the Tenements thereto belongeinge that she may the better be able to maintaine her selfe and children till they are 21 yeares of age or that they marrie and from and after her decease I give ye sayd lands and Tenements to my Sonne Joseph Bridger: with the other halfe of my lands at Curawoak for and dureinge his naturall life: and from and after his decease to the heyres male of his body lawfully begotten and for want of such to my Sonnes Samuell and William Successively for and dureinge theire naturall lives and from and after theire decease to the heyres male of theire bodies lawfully begotten

Item I give my Sonne Joseph my tract of land at Monakin and the heyres of his body lawfully begotten

I give unto my Mother Mrs. Mary Bridger five pounds yearely dureinge her life as a token of my duty and remembrance of her. It is my desire that Lt Coll Jno Pitt and Coll Arthur Smith will assist my wife on all occasions to whome I give twenty shillings apeece to buy them .Rings Hereby appointing my loveinge Wife Hester Bridger my Executrix of this my last Will Witnesse my hand and Seale this 3d day of August 1683. Witnesse James Bennett Robert Pitt Samuell Lucke Seale Richard X Glover his marke

Since the makeinge of my Will on the two other sides of this sheete of paper, I finde my Sonne Joseph Bridger fly out into divers disloute courses of life and is grown very disobedient to me and that I may not be guilty of giveinge him an estate & an encouragement to Continue for the future in his wicked way of liveinge I do hereby therefore revoke and disanull all and Every part of the legacies given him in the Will aforesaid both of lands and my personall Estate and doe give the lands and houseinge where I now dwell and the 850 Acres formerly belongeing to Capt Upton and the 300 Acres formerly belongeing to Mr. Seward on which Mr. Izard ould phillipse and Wm Lewes lived with all the Tenements and whatever thereto belonges after my wifes decease to my Sonne Samuell Bridger dureinge his naturall life and after his decease to the heyres male of his Body lawfully begotten and for Want of Such heyres I give it to my Sonne William for his naturall life and after his decease to the heyres male of his Body lawfully begotten ffor the one halfe of the land at Curawoak given to my Sonne Bridger and the land at Manokin I doe hereby revoke the Sayd guift and hereby give it to my Sonne William dureinge his naturall life and after to the heyres male of his Body lawfully begotten and for want of Such heures to my Sonne Samuell dureinge his life and then to the heyres male of his Body lawfully begotten for yt part of my personall Estate given to my Sonne Joseph in the said Will I doe hereby revoke the sayd guift and give that part amongst my wife and the rest of my children: Viz) Samuell, William, Martha Mary and Hester and Elizabeth to be equally divided amongst them it is my will my Sonne Joseph shall have payd to him yearely dureinge his naturall life two thousand pounds of Tobacco and Caske out of the rents comeinge in from my lands and to be taken proportionably from every Tract of land accordinge to the Tenements thereon which my Executrix and those it is given to: and to take care it be paid accordingly and this is in full wch I intend he shall have hereby revokeinge all guifts and grants to him of any lands or personnall Estate what Soever WITTNESS my hand and Seale this 18th of October 1683. Witnesse James Bennett Robert Pitt Samuell Lucke Richard X Glover Seale his marke

This Will is proved in Every part by the oaths of James Bennett Richard Glover and Samuell Lucke in Court held for the Isle of Wight County may the 8th 1686: that it is the Will of Coll Joseph Bridger decd and the Codicill that is to the Will annext. Test John Pitt ClCur.

Know all men by these presents that I Joseph Bridger of the Isle of Wight County in Virginia Esqr doe for divers good Causes and Consideration me there unto moveinge declare and it is my Will that my Eldest Sonne Joseph Bridger is by me disinherited and Soo disinherited that neither he nor any Children of his whether male or female shall have and possess any part or portion of any the lands or Tenements I now stand possed of or hereafter shall have and possess and I doe hereby declare it is my Will that all my lands and Tenements within this Collony of Virginia or Maryland and Every” past thereof I doe give to my two Sonns Samuell Bridger and William Bridger to them and theire heyres lawfully begotten of theire bodies or as I shall thinke fitt to appoint each his part of the same and if noe Such appointment be made by me then to be divided betweene them Saveinge my wifes right dureinge her life and doe further declare and it is my will that my Eldest Sonne Joseph Bridger shall have after my decease five pounds Sterlinge paid him out of my personall Estate by those shall have the management thereof and noe more and it is my will that that five pounds shalbe all what he shall have out of my Estate reall or personall that at my decease shalbe longe to me and it is my will and I declare it againe that neither my Sonne Joseph Bridger nor any child of his whether male or female shall have out of my Estate reall or personall more than the five pounds afforesaid never the lesse I do reserve to my selfe power to alter this in all or part as I shall see fitt anythinge Conteyned herein to the Contrary not withstandinge and this I doe acknowledge in open Court held for the Isle of Wight and desire it may be recorded least I dyinge without a Will or that a Will should be imbeszelled or forged my said Sonne Joseph Bridger or his heyres whether male or female should pretend to any of my Estate reall or personall more than the five pounds afore Sayd in witnesse hereof I have Sett my hand and Seale this 9th of Aprill 1685. Acknowledged in open Court held for the Isle of Wight County Aprill the 9th Seale by Coll Joseph Bridger Esqr to be his Will and Ordered to be recorded Test John: Pitt ClCur”8



Most of the children of Joseph and Hester (Pitt) Bridger married and settled down in Isle of Wight County, largely on the property they had inherited from their father when he died.

They were:


	Martha — married Thomas Goodwin of Nansemond County.

	Mary—married Richard Tibboth, captain of the ship “Mary and Anne.”

	Elizabeth—married Thomas Lear of Nansemond County.

	Hester—married George Williamson of Isle of Wight County.

	Samuel — married Mrs. Elizabeth Woory, widow of Joseph Woory in 1683.

	William—married Mrs. Elizabeth (Allen) Caufield of Surry County in 1727.

	Joseph Jr. - married Elizabeth Norsworthy. The Kentucky Bridges line descends through him.



In order to settle the estate of Joseph Bridger Sr., an inventory was made of his property. Items included in this inventory indicate that Joseph Bridger was one of the wealthiest men in Isle of Wight County. In describing the house, the inventory read: “four rooms on the first floor, including the children’s chamber and the dining room, with two rooms in an upper story.” Also a “new house” is listed in which there was a hall, parlor and the lower chamber on the first floor, and on the second floor three rooms and a “gallery” or hall. All rooms and the halls in both houses were fully furnished. The kitchen with two additional rooms was apparently separated from the main house as was the custom in those days.

Joseph Bridger also operated a mercantile business in a storehouse nearby. This building contained an outer room, a supply room in the rear and a storeroom above. In addition, there was a brick warehouse with storage space on the second floor. Merchandise brought from England was unloaded at the landing on the James River and the inventory listed 800 “painting tiles” among other items stored there.

The inventory also listed a sloop with a capacity of 28 hogsheads, apparently used for shipping tobacco. It was equipped with “furniture, sails, rigging and ground tackle,” obviously ready to sail at a moment’s notice. Tobacco was picked up at the planters’ own wharf after the sloop had been unloaded of its goods from England. Joseph’s own agents, Micajah Perry and Thomas Lane were in charge of his shipping operations.

A cattle raiser as well as a tobacco grower, Joseph had the following livestock to dispose of at his death: 54 head of cattle, seven calves, 13 cows and five yearlings for dairy purposes, eight oxen for doing the heavy work, nine steers and four bulls; 54 old hogs, young hogs, sows, shoats and pigs, seven sheep and 14 horses.

Among Joseph’s personal property was 490 ounces of silver, sixty pounds of Spanish money and 42 pounds ten shillings of English money.

Several people owed him money at the time of his death including: Colonel William Byrd, 12 pounds; John Pleasants, five pounds; John Champion, 958 pounds of tobacco; Thomas Pitt, his brother-in-law, 2,000 pounds of tobacco; Colonel Christopher Wormeley in a bill of exchange totaling eight pounds, and Perry & Lane, London, bills of exchange to Joseph’s credit totaling 654 pounds.

Help in running the house included four indentured servants with existing terms of service (seven years was the usual limit) and 13 Negroes including two small children.

Household items listed in the inventory included: numerous brass and iron andirons, tongs and fire shovels; candlesticks, of brass, wire and silver; chairs caned, leather covered, and couches upholstered with serge or turkey-work; assorted tables, a great looking glass, a number of chests, chests of drawers and numerous pictures.

Other furnishings included bedsteads with feather bedding, bolster and pillows, some with valences and curtains, blankets, sheets and quilts. There was carpeting in the “great hall” of the new house, also a clock and three sets of scales.

A generous supply of napkins and table linen was listed in the dining room as well as pewter tableware including some four dozen plates, a porriger, chafing dish, dish plates and pie plates. Silver pieces included a punch bowl, candlesticks, serving dish, several spoons and a tobacco box cover.

Among the volumes in Joseph’s library were books on witchcraft and astrology.

In addition to his usual possession of firearms for family protection, Joseph Bridger, as a high ranking officer in the Isle of Wight militia left several hand guns, a case of pistols and holsters, a pair of pocket pistols, a cutlass, three rapiers, one with a hilt of silver, and a stock of ammunition.

Clothing included a parcel of Virginia-made cloth and 14 pairs of Virginia stockings, probably woven on the plantation.

Apparently the Bridger household was well fed as the kitchen contained a very large fireplace at one end of the room, and equipment included two great copper kettles one of which weighed 61 pounds; four pot hooks, a heavy mall, three spits and skillets of various sizes, and in the adjoining milk room were 11 milk pails, earthen pans and earthen butter pots.

Last but not least was the cellar where the “lord of the manor” kept his liquor supply. This included cider for family use, a cask of brandy, a cask of old whiskey and a worn-out malt mill.

The inventory of the Bridger store was quite a revelation, particularly as to the variety of items carried for sale in the 17th century. Wearing apparel, accessories of dress, utensils and farming tools, most of which was imported from England, dominated the list. Nearly a score of different fabrics were available in quantities for making clothing, sheeting and other uses. Also on the shelves of the Bridger store was calico, flannel, broadcloth and silk, and knitting needles, pins, combs, knives and scissors. Edging, assorted colored tapes and buttons, ready for the trimming of garments, was in large supply as was soap.

Building supplies—nails, hoes, axes and whipsaws were listed in abundance, and home furnishings included feather ticking, rugs, blankets, curtains, 55 bushels of salt and a barrel of coarse sugar.

Wearing apparel ready made included shoes for men, women and boys, also hose among which were four pair “moth-eaten.”

Horse collars, harness, bridles, bits, halters, girths and saddles rounded out the inventory, all except the stock of drink. The Bridger store’s inventory listed six barrels and one hogshead of rum — approximately 255 gallons, and 65 gallons for “Colonel Powell’s hands.”9

No estimate was made as to the value of the complete estate, but obviously it was quite large. It was divided according to the will, and the shares in the estate of General Bridger’s three married daughters were claimed by their husbands, as was the custom in those days, and are recorded by items. Descendants of his children continued to live in Isle of Wight County, largely on the estate he had amassed during his more than 30 years of life in Virginia.
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Chapter XVI: Joseph Bridger, Jr., the disinherited son
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Joseph Bridger Jr., eldest son of Joseph Sr., is the ancestor of the Kentucky Bridges line. Because of his activities with Nathaniel Bacon’s Rebel group, Joseph lost favor with his father, so much so that he was cut off from all of his inheritance except for 2,000 pounds of tobacco and five pounds in money.

After his father’s death in 1686, Joseph Jr., set out to regain what he felt was rightfully his, and filed a lawsuit against his brothers, Samuel and William. It was a friendly suit, mainly to test the courts, but it seems to have dragged on for several years before it was settled. It wasn’t until 1707 that William and Samuel Bridger deeded 2,000 of the 7,800 acres included in the Corawoak plantation, to their brother Joseph.1

Joseph Jr’s wife, Elizabeth Norsworthy, was the daughter of John Norsworthy and granddaughter of Tristrum Norsworthy who, on May 10, 1638, patented his first land in Virginia.2 Her grandfather was a member of the House of Burgesses in 1641, representing Upper Norfolk County.3

Joseph Bridger Jr., and his wife Elizabeth settled in Isle of Wight County and became active in community life. Although Joseph was not nearly as active in public affairs as his father had been, he did serve as captain of the militia, just as his father had years before.

Joseph Jr., made his will March 14, 1712 and it was probated Jan. 25, 1713. It reads, with original spelling intact:


“In the Name of God Amen I Joseph Bridger of the County of Isle of Wight in Virga being sick and Weak in Body but thanks be to God of sound mind and pfect memory and calling to mind the uncertainty of this life and not knowing how Soon the time of my departure may be and least I be surprized in the Settling of my Worldly affairs and for provision whereof I do hereby make this my last will and Testament in manner following.

Impr I bequeath my soul into the hands of my Great Creator hoping for Mercy and pardon of all my Sins through the meritts of my Blessed Saviour and Redeemer Christ Jesus and my Body to the Earth, to be decently and Xtian like Buried at my ExEr hereafter mentioned shall think fitt.

Item I give unto my son Joseph Bridger my Silver Bowl wth a foot to itt marked HS BS and my Colours Banner staff and appurtenances and allso my trumpet Strings.

Item I give unto my Son Joseph, one hoop Ring markt in memory of RP JB

Item I give unto my Sons Robt William John and James to Each of them a ring of twenty shillings price.

Item I give unto my Son Wm Bridger One Horse now Called his horse and in possession of him together wth my Saddle Briddle Pistoll houlster and other appurtenances belonging and allso my Silver hilted Simeter and the saddle and Briddle he all ready has.

Item I give unto my Son John a Young horse now in his possession and called his horse, together wth his Saddle Briddle and appurtenances

Item I give unto my son James a Young horse when he shall come to the age of Sixteen to be bought by my ExEr and for out of my Estate a Saddle and Briddle in like manner.

Item I give unto my Daughter Hester a young horse colt called Goston

Item I give unto my Daughter Elizabeth a Young horse or Mare when she shall come to the age of Sixteen or Marrys

Item I give unto my three Sons Robert William and John my tract of Land bought by me of Walter Reuter formerly granted to Old Mr. Izard I give the Same to them and their heires for Ever.

Item I give all the lott and land being in Newport town to my Wife Dureing her Naturall life and after her Decease to my son James and the heires of his Body Lawfully Begotten and for want of such heires to my son William and his heires for Ever

Item I give and bequeath to my loveing Wife Elizabeth the use and Benefitt of the labour of my Negroes Jone Judy and Hudron for and dureing her naturall life, and from and after her decease the aforesd Negroes wth all their increase that shall from them Come or arise I give and bequeath unto my Children Vizt. Robert William John James Hester and Elizabeth to them and their heires for Ever.

Item I give and bequeath unto my Loveing Wife One third part of the residue and Remainder of my Estate after my Debts and legacies aforesaid are paid and the Residue and Remainder I give unto my Children Robert William John James Hester and Elizabeth to be Equally Divided amongst share alike

Item I do hereby make and Constitute my Loveing Wife Elizabeth my whole and Sole ExEx of this my last Will and Testament hereby Declaring all other Wills heretofore made to be null and void and do Desire my Lov: Brothers Saml Bridger and Wm Bridger and Trustame Norsworthy to assist my Loveing Wife my ExEx hereof in the performance and Execution of this my Will

IN WITNESS whereof I hereunto put my hand and seal this 14th Day of March 1712/13 (seal) Signed Seald and Delivered in the presence of
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William Bridger

Sarah Terrell

Eliza X Watts her marke

William Dixon

At a Court held for Isle of Wight County the 25th Day of Janry 1713 The Last Will and Testament of Joseph Bridger was presented in Court by Eliza Bridger his Widdo and ExEx who made oath thereto and being proved in Court by the oath of Wm Bridger Gent, and Eliza Watts two of the Witnesses thereto It is Admitted to Record. Test JCLightfoot ClCur.”4



Joseph Bridger Jr., and his wife Elizabeth (Norsworthy) Bridger, had seven children. They were:


	Joseph—married Sarah Davis. He died in 1751

	Robert—died 1764.

	William—Made will in 1730. It is through William that the Kentucky Bridges line descends.

	John -

	James—died 1782 

	Hester—(b. 1739; d. 1811), married Robert Pitt (b. 1738; d. 1806) 1758 in Edgecombe County, N. C.

	Elizabeth—married Tom Lear.



Most of Joseph’s children continued to live in Isle of Wight County and became active in community life, including the life of the Old Brick Church. Joseph, the oldest son, was major of the militia, carrying on a family tradition begun by his grandfather. Joseph was also sheriff of the county in 1732 and a vestryman in the Old Brick Church 1735-1747. He died in 1751.

Elizabeth (Norsworthy) Bridger outlived her husband by 14 years. She made her will on December 14, 1727 and it was probated January 22, 1727/28. It reads, with original spelling:


“In the name of God Amen I Elizabeth Bridger being—very sick and weak of body but thanks be to God in perfect memory do make this my last will and testament as followeth first I bequeath my soul and spirit unto the hands of Almighty God that gave it and my body I comit to the earth to be burried in a Christian maner as my dear friends shall see fitting my worldly goods I give & bequeath in the maner & form following ITEM—I give and bequeath to my son Joseph Bridger one great iron pott and two large pewter dishes one of them having the coat of arms on it and four pewter plates. ITEM—I give and bequeath to my son Robert Bridger four pewter dishes and four pewter plates. ITEM—I give and bequeath to my son John Bridger the bed I now lye on with the rugg blanket and sheet and pillow case and bedstead and two pewter dishes and two of my best basens. ITEM—I give & bequeath unto my daughter Hester Bridger the best suit of curtains & valins one guilted trunk and my chest and bedstead — belong to the curtains. ITEM — I give all my old lumber in my house as old chests, tables, chairs and the like to be equally divided between my two daughters Hester Bridger and Elizabeth Bridger and all my provision as corn wheat and meat I likewise give to my two daughters Hester Bridger & Elizabeth Bridger excepting one of my fatting hogs and that I — give to my son John Bridger and what few hoggs I have against a—nother year I likewise give to my two daughters Hester and Elizabeth. ITEM—I leave my old horse Bail for the plantation use. ITEM — I give to my two daughters one brinded stear for beef another year and all the rest of my cattle and sheep I give to be equally divided between my two sons — Robert & John and my two daughters Hester & Elizabeth and the wheat that is on the ground I likewise give between the same four Robert, John, Hester & Elizabeth. I will that what wheat I owe be paid out of this house before division. I make my two sons Robert & John my whole & sole executors to see this my last will and testament performed as witness my hand this fourteenth day of decemb. in the year of our Lord 1727—her Elizabeth X Bridger (Seal) marke (Seal) Made in the presence of us Mary M. Whitley marke Edwd Driver — At a court held for Isle of Wight County the 22nd day of Janry 1727. The last will and testament of Elizabeth Bridger decd was presented in court by John Bridger one of the executors there in named who made oath thereto and being proved by the oath of the witnesses thereto is admitted to record — Test: James Jugles, ClCur.5
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Chapter XVII: William Bridger moves to North Carolina
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William Bridger was the third son mentioned in the will of Joseph Bridger, Jr., who died in 1713, and it is through him that the Kentucky Bridges line descends.

Although William shared in the division of his father’s estate after his death as evidenced by items mentioned in the will, he was not mentioned in his mother’s will. Whether or not William, was disappointed because he was not included, despite the fact that the rest of his brothers and sisters were, is not known. For some reason however, he decided to leave Virginia. On September 15, 1716, William purchased 640 acres of land on the north side of the Meherrin River in Bertie County, North Carolina, from James Gee of Surry County, Virginia. He was mentioned in the deed as being a resident of Isle of Wight County, Va., at that time.

Family tradition has it that Joseph Bridger, Jr., father of William, after having been disinherited by his father, changed the spelling of his last name to Bridgers. Actually it was not Joseph Jr., but his son William. On July 4, 1718, William Bridger witnessed a deed in which John Hardin purchased from Will Worrell, land on the north side of the Meherrin River in Bertie County, North Carolina. He signed his name BRIDGER, without the S. Just 12 days later, July 16, 1718, William Bridger bought 150 acres of land from Matthew Russian adjacent to the 640 acres he had purchased two years before, and the deed was signed WILLIAM BRIDGERS, the way he continued to spell it thereafter. Thus was begun the change from Bridger to Bridgers to Bridges as the Trigg County, Kentucky line spells it today. However, the R was not dropped until nearly 70 years later.

William Bridges married Elizabeth Godwin. They had the following children:


	Joseph — no further record.

	William Jr., — married Sarah Dew. It is through William Jr., that the Kentucky Bridges line descends.

	Samuel—died in Northampton County, 1756.

	Benjamin — settled in Edgecombe County.

	Mary — no further record.

	Elizabeth, no further record.



William Bridgers, son of Joseph Bridger Jr., made his will on the second of November 1729. It was comparatively short, and reads, with original spelling intact:


“In the name of God, amen — I William Bridgers of North Carolina being very sick and weak but thanks be tow God for full sane and memory blesed be tow God if I do here make my last will and testament — Firstly I bequeath my soul to God my maker and to Jesus Christ my saviour and secondly my (body) to the earth to be buryed in Christian like manner — And as for my worldly goods I dispose of as follow: ITEM—I give unto my loving son Joseph Bridgers two pewter basens ITEM—I give unto my loving son Benjamin Bridgers my plantation and the land Belonging unto it which is in Virginia that Joshua Turner lives upon — ITEM—I give unto my loving daughter Mary one sow pewter basens ITEM—I give untow my loving daughter Elizabeth another sow pewter basens — And for all the rest of my estate I give untow my loving son Samuell Bridgers my executor abolishing all other wills and testamentes and so before these guidances I doo ordaine and acknowledge this tobe my last will and testament as witness my hand and fixed my seal this second day of November in the year of our Lord 1729.

TESTS:

his John W Woorrill

marke Probated Bertie County

John Bardin Edwin Chitty, jurat May Court 1730.”1



William Jr., the second son of William Bridgers, married Sarah Dew. She was the daughter of John and Susannah (Shearer) granddaughter of Col. Thomas Dew, speaker of the House of Burgesses in 1652, member of the Council 1642-1660, and who first patented land in Upper Norfolk County October 10, 1638. William lived on a plantation on the north side of the Meherrin River, just south of the Virginia line in North Carolina. He made his will March 11, 1728 and it was probated November 1729, about a year before the death of his father.

His will reads:


“In ye name of God amen, I William Bridgers being of ye government of North Carolina and the presinct of Bartey being sick and weake of body butt of sound mind and memory thanks be to God for it due make and ordaine this to be my last will and testament in manner and forme following vz: First I give and bequeath to my son William Bridgers my plantation where I now live with all itts immovables and 220 acres of land belonging to it when he arriveth to ye age of 16 and one dish and one bason and one buckamean gun and ye first coult my mare raiseth, and one yew and one lamb if there be any alive at ye time; Item—I give to my daughter Sarah Bridgers one featherbed and rug and blanket and one dish and one basin; ITEM—I give to my son Josef Bridgers my land and plantation which lyeth one (on) Fishing Creek with all its unmoveabls, and one dish and one basin to him and his heirs forever; ITEM—I give to my sone John Bridgers one hundred acres of land belongeth to my plantation where one beginning ye corner of ye Court House Rode and by bounds between William Bryant’s land and mine running up ye said rode to ye upper side of a small pond so (south) 270 yards ye hed line for his compliment to him and his heirs forever, and one dish and bason and one yew and lam if theve beeny (they have been any) at ye time and every one of my children a coult if my maire bringeth them, and all my stock of cattil which belongeth to my plantation on Fishing Creek. When my brothers Benjamin Bridgers time is out to be equally divided between all children and likeweyes if ever my negro girl bringeth any children I give them to be equally devided amongst my children—and like wise it is my will ye my negro Jack should be sould for money for to put my children to school after my brothers time is up one my plantation on Fishing Creek, I give to my son John Bridgers my negro girl when he arriveth at ye age of 16 years. ITEM—I give to my brother William Bryant my great cote ye was last maid I give to my father John Dew one drugid jacit and britches. ITEM—I give unto my loving wife Sarah Bridgers all ye rest of my estate goods and chattols. And I William Bridgers do appoint William Bryant and John Dew Senior, to be my executors of this, my last will and testament revoking and disallowing and making utterly void all other wills in witness where of I have here unto put my hand and fixed my seal this 11 day of March 1728.” Witt: John Dawson, Jurat and William Bryant, jurat (Seal) her and Mary X Huise marke his Richard X Huise marke Bertie se November Court 1729.

“The above will was in open Court in due form of law proved by the oaths of John Dawson and William Bryant, evidences hereto.”2



Some speculation about this will concerns the statements “my brother William Bryant,” and “my father John Dew.” Actually omission of the words “in law” is fairly common in old wills, and it is quite apparent in this case that William Bridgers meant his father-in-law. However, one might be confused by the fact that William Bryant actually was his brother-in-law unless he knew that Bryant married Patience Dew, daughter of John Dew, and sister of William’s wife, Sarah (Dew) Bridgers.

William and Sarah (Dew) Bridgers had four children. They were:


	William—was under 16 years of age at the time his father made his will. He married Rachael, last name not known. He died in 1763. They had six children: William, John, Patience, Willis, Elizabeth and Temperance.

	Sarah—married James Cotten, younger brother of William Cotten. Her husband died in Bertie County in 1758, naming in his will, his wife Sarah and children: James, Henry, Christian, Theophylus and Solomon.

	Joseph—inherited the plantation on Fishing Creek in Edgecombe County, and is the ancestor of the Kentucky Bridges line. (Hereafter he will be designated as Joseph III where there might be confusion in identifying him.)

	John — the youngest son, also under 16 at the time his father made his will in Northampton County, married Faith Ruffin, daughter of William Ruffin who made his will March 1, 1779, and died in Bertie County where his will was probated November 1781. John Bridgers made his will Sept. 14, 1763, and it was probated in Northampton County, May Court, 1764. In the will he named his wife Faith, sons Edwin and Briton, daughters Sarah and Purity Bridgers. In 1764, his widow, Faith (Ruffin) Bridgers, married Joseph Pender. They moved to Edgecombe County after 1767.3



After William Bridgers died, his widow, Sarah (Dew) Bridgers, married William Cotten, of Hertford County, son of John Cotten, and a descendant of Rev. William Cotten who patented land in Accomac County, Va., near Hungar’s Creek in 16374 and whose family later moved to Queens Creek area in York County near the family- of John Thomas. Thomas Cotten I, a descendant of the York County William Cotten, moved to Isle of Wight County and married the daughter of William Goodwin.

To keep the record straight in citing numerous land transactions involving the Bridgers family, it might be explained that the portion of Bertie County, north of the Meherrin River, became a part of Northampton County, N. C., when it was formed in 1735, thus Sarah (Dew) Bridgers and her second husband, William Cotten, continued to live in the same area after their marriage.

Records indicate that William Cotten apparently died before his wife, as Sarah (Dew, Bridgers) Cotten, made her will December 7, 1753, in Northampton County, naming her children by both William Bridgers and William Cotten. This will was probated February Court 1784.5

William and John Bridgers, sons of William and Sarah (Dew) Bridgers, inherited the plantation in Northampton County on which their father lived, and both lived and died there. John’s descendants however, eventually settled in Edgecombe County, and many of them live there today.

Joseph Bridgers, III, brother of William and John, who inherited the plantation on Fishing Creek, remained in Northampton County for a period of time after his father died before going to Edgecombe County to live. This probably was due to the fact that, according to his father’s will, his uncle, Benjamin Bridgers, who was living on the Fishing Creek plantation at the time Joseph’s father died, was given the right to continue living there as long as he chose. However, a few years later, Benjamin Bridgers acquired land on Swift Creek, a few miles south of Fishing Creek, also in Edgecombe County, and left the plantation free for Joseph’s occupancy.
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Joseph Bridgers III probably married Mary Braswell, daughter of Robert Braswell, who made will September 14, 1734, and which was probated in Bertie County, November Court 1736, naming sons John, Richard, Robert, and Valentine Braswell; daughters Sarah Daug’htry, Jean and Mary Braswell, godson Demsie Sumner, his mother Elizabeth Sumner, and wife, Sarah.6

Although Joseph Bridgers, III, went to live on his plantation on Fishing Creek in Edgecombe County, in the years that followed, he bought and sold land in both Edgecombe and Northampton counties, thus one can trace rather closely, his movements through record of deeds. Much of this activity was around the Fishing Creek and Tar River areas, and he also became quite well known as he was asked to witness a number of deeds and wills in both counties during that time. William Braswell a relative of Joseph’s wife also was involved in a considerable number of land transactions in that area about the same time as Joseph Bridgers. Braswell descendants today live in Rocky Mount, N. C., and vicinity. Descendants of Joseph’s uncle, Benjamin Bridgers, also are present-day residents of Edgecombe County.

Joseph’s activities on public record range over a period of 18 years between 1740 and 1758. The first time his name appeared on the official record was February 25, 1740, when he, along with his son Braswell Bridgers, then about 21 years old, were listed as jurors in Bertie and Edgecombe counties. On May 16, 1740, Joseph paid 12 pounds 10 shillings for 216 acres of land on the Morratock River belonging to Elias Fort and his wife Olive of Edgecombe County. On May 25, 1741, Joseph sold to Jonas Stokes, 100 acres on the north side of the Tar River in Edgecombe County.

Two years later, April 4, 1743, Joseph witnessed a deed in Northampton County, and on December 1, 1744, he received a 436-acre land grant also in that county. The following year, March 7, 1745, Joseph sold 216 acres near the Looking Glass Swamp in Edgecombe County, to David Clark, and four months later, July 3, 1745, he sold to William Kinchen, 436 acres on the northwest side of Mill Swamp in Northampton County, apparently the same land he had acquired by grant in 1744.

On July 28, 1746, Joseph Bridgers, Edgecombe County, bought 320 acres on the north side of the Tar River from John O’Neal, and on Aug. 5, 1747, Joseph and his wife Mary (apparently the former Mary Braswell) of Edgecombe County, sold 227 acres of the former John O’Neal property on the Tar River to George Downing.

In 1748, Joseph witnessed the deed of William Spier who sold to Jacob Hobby, 150 acres that lay between the Tar River and Fishing Creek, and the following year, Feb. 21, 1749, he witnessed the deed of sale of property by John Yelverton and his wife Elizabeth.

Three transactions in 1752 that involved Joseph, included: Feb. 17—witnessed deed in Edgecombe County in sale of 150 acres on the north side of the Tar River by Jacob Hobby to William Bryan; Oct. 24—witnessed the will of Peter Crocker, and on November 28, Joseph sold to Robert Standiford, Surry County, Va., 200 acres located in Northampton County on the south side of the Meherrin River.

In 1753, Joseph bought 300 acres from Hardy Pearce of Northampton County for 16 pounds. This was located adjacent to Wildcat Swamp on Poticasa Creek. On July 4, 1754, he, along with his half brother, Charles Cotten, witnessed the will of William Hilliard, of Northampton County.

The last two mentions of Joseph Bridgers III in the official records were May 6, 1756, when he witnessed the deed from Earl of Granville to Thomas Barron in Edgecombe County, and on August 25, 1758, when he witnessed the deed of William Stevenson and his wife Grace, to John Gully, both of Northampton County.7

Very little is known about Joseph’s family or about his plantation, except that the latter was located in Edgecombe County on the north side of Fishing Creek near the Long Swamp, an area that today is in Halifax County, North Carolina.

Joseph Bridgers probably died either in 1758 or the following year. He left no will. He and his wife, Mary (Braswell) Bridgers had at least one child, a son, named Braswell Bridgers.

The name Braswell Bridgers appears in the public records of Edgecombe County between the years of 1740 and 1764. Although the mentions are few, one is able to piece together a reasonably clear picture of his activities during that time.

First mention of Braswell Bridgers after his jury duty in 1740, was in 1745, when he witnessed the deed of Arthur Crofford in the sale of 100 acres of land on the north side of Fishing Creek in Edgecombe County, to Jacob Hobby. This was recorded in August Court 1745. The next time Braswell Bridgers’ name appeared in the public record was September 1, 1755, when he bought 100 acres on the south side of the Cahukey (Swamp) in Edgecombe County, from William Sims, adjoining the land of George Husspuss. On January 22, 1758, he witnessed the will of Jacob Hobby in Edgecombe County. Hobby died shortly thereafter; his widow, Jemima, was named executrix and John Baker, a neighbor, was listed as executor.

Braswell Bridgers apparently was the first to drop the R from the family name. He was not consistent however, as county records continued to show it both ways, and one wonders if it might not have been a clerk’s error. Apparently though, this was the beginning of the final change to the way descendants in Kentucky spell it today.

Three deed transfers on record in Edgecombe County pertaining to Braswell Bridgers involved a 700 acre tract of land granted to Joseph Dixon by deed dated March 10, 1761. Dixon divided the tract into four parcels of 175 acres each, and on June 11, 1761, he sold one to Andrew Young for four pounds provincial money, one to Joseph Brady for 22 pounds provincial money, one 175 acre tract and another of 100 acres, to Braswell Bridgers, for which he paid Dixon four pounds for each tract. The land was located on the north side of Fishing Creek on the Long Swamp. There was no reason given why Brady had to pay more for his tract than the others did. Witnesses for the transactions were Andrew Young and John Fleming, with each purchaser witnessing the other deeds.

On April 7, 1762, Henry Collins in his will, left 100 acres on the south side of Cahukey Swamp to his son Henry Jr., land that had been purchased from Braswell Bridgers.

Braswell kept the 175 acre tract he purchased from Joseph Dixon for a period of three years. In 1764 he had an opportunity to dispose of it and make a profit, so he sold it for 25 pounds to John Kee of Surry County, Virginia. The transaction was witnessed by Mitchell Dorman, Andrew Irwin, Benjamin Champion, and William Bridgers, son of Braswell, whose name appeared on the public record for the first time.8

After that date, Braswell Bridgers is not mentioned again in official records and he probably died soon afterwards. No will has been found so he must have died intestate; no inventory is listed, nor is the name of his wife known.

William Bridgers, son of Braswell Bridgers, married a young widow named Jemima. She probably was Jemima, the widow of Jacob Hobby whose will Braswell Bridgers had witnessed in 1758. Due to absence of a will, probably after the death of his father, Braswell Bridgers, son William took over the property on Fishing Creek and continued to live there.

William and Jemima (Hobby) Bridgers had at least six children, the oldest of whom was Drury. He was born August 30, 1765 on the plantation in the Fishing Creek community near the Long Swamp.

First mention of William Bridgers, father of Drury, in the official records of Edgecombe County, was the 1764 witnessing of the deed transfer from Braswell Bridgers to John Kee, described earlier, an action that definitely placed William in the Fishing Creek area. Four years later, June 9, 1769, William made his first recorded land transaction, when he and his wife Jemima, sold 100 acres on the north side of Fishing Creek to John Bryan for 20 pounds proclamation money. It was specified in the deed that “. . .this for lifetime of Jemima Bridgers and no longer, it being her right of dower.” It likely was land of which she had come into possession following the death of her first husband, Jacob Hobby. The tract adjoined the property of Martin Pittenger and Robert Hudnall, and the transfer was witnessed by Thomas Harris, Joshua Proctor and Smith Bryan. It was recorded in Edgecombe County Court November 28, 1769.

Apparently William Bridgers settled down to raise his family as it was nine years later before his name appeared in official records of Edgecombe County again. That was April 21, 1778, when he bought 326 acres located on the north side of the Tyancoca Swamp, from Duncan Lamon of Nash County, for which he paid 100 pounds proclamation money. This transaction placed William and his family in the area of Edgecombe County from which his son, Drury, left for Kentucky in 1803. However, there were a few more land transactions on record involving William, the next of which was March 31, 1780, when he sold the 326 acres he had bought two years earlier, to Benjamin Brake for 2,000 pounds proclamation money. At such a profit certainly he could afford to sell.

While living in the Halifax District of Edgecombe County, William Bridgers rendered material aid to the North Carolina Troops during the Revolution. This is evident through two certificates, one, No. 6730, issued March 5, 1782, allowed William Bridgers 20 pounds five shillings specie money. The other, certificate No. 7135, for the same amount, was issued William on June 6, 1782. Both were signed by Bradford Brannon, the district auditor, and recorded by William Westten, clerk.9 Just what kind of aid he rendered was not stated on the certificate, but it likely was food and other supplies, typical of that furnished by many North Carolina patriots to support their troops during that trying time.
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On October 9, 1783, William Bridgers received through grant No. 452, 240 acres of land of land on the north side of Tyancoca Swamp, from Alex Martin, governor of North Carolina at Hillsboro. This land adjoined that of James Ricks. Three years later, however, October 27, 1786, William Bridgers sold this 240 acres to Samuel Skinner, Jr., for 50 pounds, 13 shillings, four pence.

The last mention of William Bridgers in the official records was on April 25, 1787, when he and his son Drury witnessed the deed involving the sale of a Negro man by Samuel Carter to Samuel Skinner. Probably not long after that, William Bridgers died.10 No record has been found of his death nor was there a will probated or an inventory listed.

Drury Bridgers, son of William, being only 38 years old when he left North Carolina for Kentucky, is mentioned only a few times in the official records of Edgecombe County. The first was in May 1784, when at the age of 20, he witnessed the deed of sale of land involving James Eastwood. The next time his name appeared on record was the previously mentioned witnessing of the deed in 1787 which his father, William, also signed.

Interestingly enough, there is no record of Drury Bridgers, son of William, ever having acquired his father’s property, or any other property for that matter. The supposition is that when William Bridgers died (1790 or before), Drury, the oldest child, simply took over where his father left off, just as his father apparently had done when Drury’s grandfather, Braswell Bridgers died, and continued to till the soil on the plantation on Tyancoca Swamp without taking the trouble to transfer the property to his name.

Two deeds recorded in the court house at Tarboro, county seat of Edgecombe, definitely place Drury Bridgers as living in the Tyancoca Swamp area, no doubt on land that had belonged to his father.

One of the deeds, made December 3, 1791, listed the purchase of property by John Cohoon from George Massingale. In bounding the property, it was described in the deed as “. . .beginning at a live oak on Drury Bridgers’ corner, then along his line. . .etc.” Adjacent land owners included Benjamin Brake, to whom Drury’s father had sold 326 acres in 1780; Thomas Atkinson, John Battle, Samuel Skinner, whose deed Drury and his father had witnessed in 1787; and Joseph Daughtery. Witnesses were William Haley and Joseph Daugherty. The deed was recorded during May Court 1798. Interestingly enough, the buyer was Drury’s father-in-law.
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The final mention of Drury was in a deed transfer dated September 1793, when land of his father-in-law, John Cohoon, deceased, the same 200 acre tract on Tyancoca Swamp, was sold to Jesse Proctor for 77 pounds 10 shillings, North Carolina money, in order to settle the estate. Samuel Skinner and William Polk were witnesses and the transaction was recorded during Edgecombe County Court February 1799, just four years before Drury was to leave North Carolina for Kentucky. He was 34 years old at the time. In this deed, Drury’s name was spelled BRIDGES.11

When Drury, who about that time seems to have permanently dropped the R in the spelling of the family name, prepared to leave for the west, he apparently did just as James Thomas would do in Bertie County in 1806—he simply drove away with his family and did not worry about disposing of his land. There is no record of his ever having sold it and as his brothers and sisters headed west with him, it is likely that some of his wife’s relatives took over the property. In any event, Drury Bridges never went back to North Carolina.
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Chapter XVIII: English origin of Bridger-Bridgers-Bridges
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The Kentucky Bridges line reaches from Virginia back to Lawrence Bridger of Gloucester, England, who had served as rector of the Parish of Slimbridge for 55 years.

Lawrence Bridger was a fellow of Magdalen College, Oxford, 1568. He received his B.A. degree in October 1570, his M.A. degree the 21st of June 1574, and became Canon of Gloucester in 1586. Magdalen College was patron of the Rectory of Slimbridge and it was from this college that Lawrence Bridger received the appointment as rector in 1577.1

Slimbridge is located in Berkeley Hundred,2 and John Smythe, one of the colonists who settled in Berkeley Hundred in Virginia, wrote a history of the Berkeley Hundred in Gloucester in which he rather fully describes the land holdings from ancient times to his own time. He also apparently was personally acquainted with Lawrence Bridger. He says of him: ” . . .Lawrence Bridger late rector there for 55 years. . .died very rich and very honest in 1632, now succeeded by Nicholas Richardson, senior fellow of Magdalen College.”3

Of Lawrence Bridger’s land holdings, he said:


“In Canonsburgh there is a messuage and 40 acres belonging thereunto Giles Harvey whose son sold the same to Lawrence Bridger, clerke, father by his third wife, to Joseph Bridger, that now holdeth the same.

“In 15 Jacobi, I purchased the land of Gossington of John Goldisborough and Rebecca his wife and in the four years next following I sold the same by several deeds to so many purchasers of parts thereof, whereof the capital messuage and farm house called Gossington Hall, was by me sold to Lawrence Bridger, clerke, parson of Slimbridge with 60 acres of land adjoining who by his death in 7 Caroli, left the same to Joseph, his eldest son, by his second wife, who still holds the same, 1639. The said Joseph Bridger, who by his father’s conveyance to me, dated the 12 of April, 17 Jacobi, is to pay 3s to the said manor of Hurst and 6d to the manor of Slimbridge.



Earliest scene of positively traceable Bridger ancestors is at Godalming Parish, in Surry, England. Bridger family records there date from about 1540.4

Lawrence Bridger made his will on September 24, 1630, and died the following year as his will was probated June 30, 1631. He named Joseph Bridger, eldest son by his second wife, as his executor.

His will reads as follows:


“To Samuel, my son and his heirs forever (in lieu of any claim that he might make by the laws of the realm to any other lands) the lease I bought of Mr. Smith called Great Clinfor and the lease next adjoining to the same which I bought of John Nelline of Stinchcombe; also ground I bought of Mr. Smith which Thomas Shell doth hold of me by lease and that which William Howell doth hold of me by lease, also a great white bowl of silver. To Marie his wife 10 pounds to his daughter my godchild 10 pounds.

“To my son Samuel and Lawrence my Latin books to be divided equally. To my son Joseph the English books. To Lawrence my son, 50 pounds, also 10 pounds to each of his children.

“To Benjamin my son 30 pounds, to his eldest daughter five pounds. To Arthur 20 pounds, to my daughter Faith 20 pounds, to her sons Thomas and Richard. To my daughter, Elizabeth Driver, 40 pounds one silver bowl etc. To my daughter Marie Breathers 20 pounds, to her children. To my daughter Anne Osborne 20 pounds.

“To Joseph my son and his heirs forever the Hall at Gossington etc., all the rest of my house hold goods and the lease which Robert Essington made to me and all my corne and debts that are owing to me, and the ward ship of William Essington with all the profits belonging to the same etc., always provided that if my son Samuel shall lay any claim or pretend any right unto any lands given to Joseph that then (if he shall make any trouble or molest him) all lands I have given to him shall return to my son Joseph and his heirs forever. To Magdalen College. To Dean and Chapter of Gloucester. To Servants. To poor of Slimbridge.”5




THE CHILDREN OF LAWRENCE BRIDGER


	Samuel, married Mary, last name not known. They were the parents of Joseph Bridger who went to Virginia and who is the ancestor of the Kentucky Bridges line.

	Lawrence. He matriculated at Exter College June 26, 1624 when he was 30 years old. It is thought that he died soon thereafter.

	Joseph, eldest son by Lawrence’s second wife. Evidently he was the favorite son as he was executor of the estate and was given Gossington Hall, the family manor in the will. He married a daughter of Whittington of Bitten, Gloucester, who died in 1634. Joseph also was a warden at Slimbridge church in 1639-1640. He had a son Arthur, two daughters, Elizabeth and Isabel, by one wife, and a son Charles by another.

	Benjamin. He lived in Hurst, Gloucester, and later, at Ranall in Somerset. He served as church warden at Slimbridge in 1638 and his daughter, Anne, was buried there June 19, 1637.

	Arthur. He lived in Slimbridge, his wife’s name was Sarah, and he made his will September 26, 1661. It was probated October 30, 1662, and he is buried in the parish church. He had seven children: Lawrence, who died April 2, 1672; Samuel, who was buried at Slimbridge, January 2, 1671/72, and who had six children of his own; Sarah, married Benedict Hicks; Paul; Edith, who was buried April 20, 1681; Richard, whose will was probated May 8, 1680, and Anne, who was baptized August 7, 1661.

	Richard, who married Sarah, last name unknown, was buried March 24, 1680 and his wife, Sarah, was buried March 22, 1682.

	Elizabeth, married John Driver, of Aston in Avoning Parish. He was the son of Giles Driver. His grandfather’s name was Robert Driver, and John inherited a considerable amount of land, said to have been the third part of the manor of Arlington.6
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THE SAMUEL BRIDGER FAMILY

Samuel Bridger, Lawrence’s oldest son, and father of Joseph who came to Virginia, was born in 1584 and he entered Magdalen College on April 30, 1602, when he was 18 years old. His wife’s name was Mary, which is all that is known about her today. Samuel was auditor of the College of Gloucester when he died in 1650 at the age of 66. As was the custom in those days, he willed the auditor’s office position to his son John. He also served as Sub-Dean of the College. One of Samuel’s friends, John Smythe of Nibley, sold him land, and had this to say about him:


“Samuel Bridger of Woodmancote in the Parish of Dursley, eldest son of the said Lawrence by his first wife, by his deed from me dated 12th May, 16 — Jacobi, purchased a close (fenced) pasture containing 10 acres called Clinger, laying in cane and of the said 6s paith ld, which his said father afterwards gave to the said Samuel.

“Samuel Bridger aforesaid holdeth by the grant of the said Lawrence Bridger, clerke, his father, by which my deed dates 30th October 18 Jacobi, I sold to him in fee, one messuage in Hurst, near Reingolds. And one close called Hawthorne containing 40 acres and two closes of pastures in Lynfield, etc.”



Living near Samuel Bridger at Woodmancote was Thomas Pitt, probably the same person whom Joseph Bridger transported to Virginia in 1666 whose headright he used in patenting land with Col. Robert Pitt and William Burgh.

Samuel Bridger is buried in the Cathedral of Gloucester and his stone bears this inscription:


“Here lyes the body of Samuel Bridger, gent, who departed this life upon the 31st day of July An. 1650.

Receiver of the this College Rents, he paid His debt to nature, and beneath is laid

To rest until his summons to remove, At the last audit to the Choir above.”7



Samuel’s will, dated July 30, 1650, was written the day before he died. It was probated on October 19, nearly three months later. It reads:


“I Samuel Bridger of the city of Gloucester declares this to be my last will and testament July 30, 1650. I appoint that within 14 days after my death my household goods and plant shall be valued by three or four honest men, and an inventory made and my wife Mary Bridger shall have the whole of the benefit thereof, out of which together with some money that shall be due and remaining above the legacies here after given she shall defray my funeral expenses and legacies to my servants. To my wife I leave for her natural life that part of my dwelling house which I occupied at Woodmancote in the Parish of Dursley with gardens, etc., and rent of grounds let to (4 persons with description of grounds) and the rent of John Iles pays for the woods together with the grounds called Furrmoores & the Hopyard; widows property which is now in my hands on the death of Ann Purnell, provided she remain a widow, and not otherwise. To be used for the better education of my children at home and abroad to the age of 21. The property to be kept intact and in good repair.

“There are divers sums of money of mine in the hands of Wm. Newee of Much Hadam, Herts. These should be gathered in by my extrx. and both the interest and it divided between my daughters Martha and Marie Bridger; and sons Joseph, George, and Jonathan Bridger. On payment of Jonathan’s legacy he shall seale several dischargers to each of his brethren, and my sons John and Samuel shall do the same to their brethren, there by freeing them, their heirs and assigns, from all claims that any of them shall demand on the lands and said houses bequeathed.

“To the children of the Rt. Wor. Sir Hugh Hammersley Kt. and Alderman of London dec. sometimes my loving master, 50 pounds to be divided equally between them at the age of 21. My manor and farm of Woodmancote with woods and seats (excepting the estate and dower of my wife Mary) I give to my son John and his heirs and default of such issue then to my sons Samuel, Joseph, James, George and Jonathan and their heirs. To my son John the auditor’s office in the College of Gloucester, by which he is to receive 10 pounds a year to be paid 1/2 yearly for life, deducting his deputy in the auditor’s office.

“To my son Samuel as assigne 5 pounds every 1/2 year for life; for default take it out of the house hold goods bequeathed to John.

“After my wife’s death the manor and farm of Woodmancote to my son or any other sons mentioned above provided they pay their brother and sister such sums of money over and above the legacies as bequeathed them at the age of 21 or marriage, always provided that they marry with the consent of the executors.

“To my son Samuel land in the Parish of Cam & Stinchcombe now in the occupation of Nicholas Alley tenent to Mr. John Fisher.

“To my son Joseph and his heirs the rent and inheritence of the lands in Slimbridge now in the tenure of John Knight of Slimbridge.

“To my son James lands in the tenure of Wm. Belcher of Forbridge.

“To my son George lands in Slimbridge now in tenure of Alice Howell, widow.

“To my son Jonathan lands in Slimbridge now in tenure of John Deacon.

“To the poor of Dursley, Slimbridge and St. Michaels. To my servants. My cousin Newce. My wife sole extr. Test John Dormer & William Russel.”8



Thus, according to the will, Samuel and Mary Bridger’s children were:


	John

	Samuel

	Joseph, who migrated to Virginia.

	James, who also migrated to Virginia.

	George

	Jonathan

	Martha

	Mary



The third son, Joseph, ancestor of the Kentucky Bridges line, was born at his father’s manor, Woodmancote, in Dursley Parish in 1628 and when his father died he was 22 years old. This is based on the age that appears on his gravestone now in the Old Brick Church near Smithfield, Virginia. Actually, his birth date is not recorded in Gloucester as Parish records were not established there until 1629.

Reviewing the entire Bridger line from the mid 1500’s in England to 1804 in Christian County, Kentucky, we find:

Lawrence Bridger, of Gloucester, England, appointed rector at Slimbridge in 1577. Was married twice, names of wives unknown. His children included: a daughter and five sons, one of whom was Samuel.

Samuel Bridger, married Mary. Last name not known. They had eight children, two girls and six boys, one of whom was Joseph.

Joseph Bridger, son of Samuel, married Hester Pitt, migrated to Virginia about 1653. They settled in Isle of Wight County, Va. Had four daughters and three sons, one of whom was Joseph Jr.

Joseph Bridger, Jr., married Elizabeth Norsworthy. They resided in Isle of Wight County, had seven children including a son, William.

William Bridger changed the spelling of the family name to Bridgers married, wife’s name not known; moved to Bertie County, N. C. They had six children including a son William, Jr.

William Bridgers, Jr., married Sarah Dew. They had four children including a son named Joseph, who moved to Edgecombe County, N. C.

Joseph Bridgers of Edgecombe County, married, Mary Braswell. They had at least one son, Braswell Bridgers.

Braswell Bridgers, married, wife’s name not known. They had at least one son, William Bridgers.

William Bridgers married, probably to Mrs. Jemima Hobby, changed spelling of family name to Bridges. They lived in the Tyancoca Swamp area of Edgecombe County, N. C. They had six children including a son named Drury.

Drury Bridges married Charity Cohoon and migrated to Kentucky in 1804, where he died in 1840.

Although this book is a complete story, as complete as I could make it about the origins of the Thomas and Bridges families from 1540 to 1840, life goes on, and each year more descendants of James Thomas Sr., and Drury Bridges are added to the already long and illustrious list. Thus it should be the duty of someone from the family of each descendant of our ancestors, to record faithfully, the genealogy of his or her line. In that manner, those descendants yet to come will never lose sight of their precious heritage.

Many of you may wish to link your individual lines to those listed in this book. If so, I suggest that you check a copy of “The Thomas and Bridges History, 1968,” by Gilbert N. Bridges. This fine volume contains, by the author’s own admission, over 10,000 names, and traces the families of James Thomas Sr., and Drury Bridges from their arrival in Kentucky in the early 1800’s, to 1968. This then can be designated as a companion piece and between them we have a printed record of the history of the two families for more than 400 years!

For those who still may want to research on their own, most official records of Trigg County are intact despite several fires that have struck the court house at Cadiz over the past 150 years. Wills, deeds, marriage records and others, are well preserved and indexed from 1820 when Trigg became a county. Other family records may be found in state archives at Frankfort, Ky., Nashville, Tenn., Raleigh, N. C., and Richmond, Va. Records in Bertie, Northampton, Halifax and Edgecombe counties, N. C., also are veritable treasure troves of Thomas and Bridges genealogical information.

If you go searching — good luck!

THE END
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General and Name Index



A

ABBEY of Bardsey 112

ALBEMARLE, County, Va. 20,68

ALBEMARLE, Sound 25

ALEXANDER, Mrs. Rumsey 7

ALLEN, John 22, 37

Laban, 42

ANDREWS. Mary M. 104

ARGALL, Capt. Samuel 60

ARMSTRONG, William Thomas 91

ASTON, Avoning Parish 167

ATKINSON, Thomas 163

AVERITT, L. H. 41

AVERY, Henry 65, 67

Mary, 65



B

BACON, Nathaniel 134

BACON’S Rebellion 61, 134

BAKER, Blake 82

John, 159

BARCKURST, Anthony 57

BARDIN, John 153

BARNES, Allen 22

Asa, Elizabeth 105; Hannah, 72; Henry, 70. 72-75, 82, 100; James, 22. 109; Jerusha (Standley). 95; John, 23, 69, 73, 105; John, Jr., 69, 72, 94; Katherine, 72; Solomon, 72, 96; Sarah, 64, 69, 72, 100; Zelpha, 72.

BARRADELL, James 94, 95

BARRENS, The 29

BARRON, Thomas 158

BARTON, David 44

BASS, Mary Jane 96

Samuel, 63

BATTLE, John 163

BATTOE, James J. 124

BAZEMORE, Dicea 34

Turner 34

BEECHY FORK Creek 20, 117

BELL, Richard 20, 117

BENT (Blunt) James 67

BENTON, III. 100

BERKELEY Hundred 137, 164

BERKELEY, Sir William 57

Governor, 134

BERMUDA, Island 52

BERRY, Sir John 135

Bertie County, N.C. 13, 53, 158, 163

BIDDER, J. G. 93

BIRD’S Creek 18, 85

BLACKWATER River 132, 133

BLOUNT, John 64

Jos. 74

BOCOCK, Elizabeth (Nance) 106

BODDIE, John 61

John Bennett, 137

BOND, George H. 74, 75

BOREN, Charity 37

Charles, 20; Keziah, Nancy, Stephen, 37; William, 20

BOSWORTH. Battlefield 113

BOYD, Rev. A. 88

William H., 34

BOYD’S Landing 27

BRAKE, Benjamin 160, 163

John, 117; Priscilla (Bridges) 117

BRADSHAW, Edward 19

BRADY, Joseph 159

BRANDON, Amanda 93

BRANNON, Bradford 161

BRASWELL, Mary 157

Robert, children of. 157

BREATHITT, John 19

BRIDGER, Anne, Arthur, Benjamin, Charles, Edith 167

Elizabeth, 143, 150, 167; Elizabeth (Norsworthy), will of, 150; George, 169; Hester (Pitt), 133, 143, 150; Isabel, 167; James, 133, 149; migrated to Va., 169; John, 149, 169; Jonathan, 169; Joseph, 6, 132, 134, 164, 165, 167; birthplace of, 170; children of, 143; disinherits son, 142; home, 144; gravestone inscription, 138; livestock of, 144; migrated to Virginia, 170; signature of, 141; store of, 145; tomb, will of, 139; Joseph Jr., 6, 61, 134, 143, 147, 170; children of, 149; disinherited, 147; signature of, 149; sues brothers, will of, 147; Lawrence, 137, 165; of Gloucester, England, 164; will of, children of, 165; Martha, 143, 169; Mary, 143, 167, 169; Paul, 167; Richard, 167; Robert, 149; Samuel, 137, 143, 165, 167, 169; children of, 169; father of Joseph, 170; gravestone inscription, will of, 168; Sarah (Dew) 154; wife of Arthur, 167; William, 6, 143, 147, 149, 170; changes spelling of name, 152; William III, son of Joseph Jr., 152, 149; Willie, 105

BRIDGERS, Benjamin 153, 156

Braswell, 158, 159, 160, 162, 170; Briton, 156; Drury, 7, 160, 161, 162; changes spelling of name to Bridges, 163; Edwin, 156; Eliabeth, 153, 155; Capt. Henry C., 7; Jemima, 116, Jemima (Hobby) 160; John 155, 156; Joseph, 153, 155, 170; Joseph III, 158; plantation on Fishing Creek, 156; Mary, 153, Mary (Braswell) 159; Patience, 155; Purity, 156; Rachael, 155; Samuel 153; Sarah, 155, 156; Temperance, 155; William, 155, 160, 170; children of, 153; death of, 161; father of Drury, 162; Revolutionary War certificates of 161; signature of, 153; son of Braswell, 159; will of, 153; William II, 7, 116; William, III, 155; William Jr., 153, 154, 170; children of, 155; will of, 154; Willis, 155

BRIDGES, Burnetta 124

Chappell, 30; Charity, 37, 118, 120; inventory of, 121; Charity (Cohoon), 92, 115, 121, 130, 131; Charity S., 124; Cullen T., 124, 125; Drewry, 124; Drury, 20-23, 32, 36, 37, 41, 45, 61, 88, 92, 99, 115-118, 120, 122, 127, 131, 170; Elizabeth, 118; Elizabeth Jospehine, 126; Elmo, 30; G.A. 42, 100; Gilbert N., 62, 171; Jemima, 105, 116, 122; Jack, 115; James C., 124; John, 116, 124; Mary, 90, 118, 126; Mary Adeline, 124; Mary (Thomas) 86, 125; Ora Agnes, 125; Orren D., 124, 126; Piety, 116, 123; Priscilla, Sampson, 116; Seletha, 37, 116, 120, 123; Simco N., Stanley, Starkie T., 124; Sylvias, 116; William, 21, 41, 92, 116, 120, 121, 123, 125

BROACH, John 57

BROADRIB, Thomas 128

BROWN, Albert Gallatin 117

James, 18, 117; Sylvias (Bridges) 117

BRUCE, Dunning 94

BRUNK, Elizabeth, Jennie, Lucinda 123

Martha, 123; Noah, 120 123; Piety (Bridges) 37, 120; Priscilla, 123

BRYAN, John, Smith 160

William, 158

BRYANT, William 155

BUCK, Swamp 69

BURGESSES, House of 132, 147

BURGUNDY, Court of 113

BURNETT, A. C. 42

BUSBY, Thomas 64, 67

BURGH, William 168

BURRADELL, Elizabeth 75

BYRD, Col. William 144



C

CADIZ, Ky., court of records at 171

CAERMARTHENSHIRE, (Carmarthenshire) Wales 59, 112

CARMARTHEN, St. Peter’s church at 113

town, 112

CAHOONE, Deliverance 129, 131

James, John, Joseph, Nathaniel, Samuel, 129; William, 129, 131, William II, 129

CAHUKEY Swamp 159

CAIN, William 130

CALDWELL County, Ky. 13

CALHOUN, Martha 123

Mary, 124

CAMDEN County, N.C. 97

CANEY Fork River 27

CANNON, Will 84

CANONSBURGH, Gloucester 164

CANTON, Ky. 27

precinct,44

CARLOSS, Catherine E. 89

CARR, Andrew I. 49

Martha Jane, 123

CARROLL County, Tenn 76

CARROLL, John 68

CARTHAGE, Tenn. 27, 116

CARTER, Drucilla 87

James, 67; Mary, 91; Samuel, 161; William, 67

CASHIE RIVER, N.C. 13, 64

(Cashy) Swamp, 64, 74

CAUFIELD, Mrs. Elizabeth (Allen) 143

CHAMPION, Benjamin 159

John, 144

CHAPEL, St. George’s 113

CHARLES, II King 135

CHARLES City County, Va. 130

CHERRY, James 77

Solomon, 74, 75; Solomon, Jr., 75

CHEWING, Amanda E. 90

CHITTY, Edwin 153

CHOWAN Co., N.C. 63

CHRISTIAN County, Ky. 13, 29, 75

CHURCH, St. Peter’s 113

CIPHER book of Perry Thomas 44

CLARK, David 158

CLARKE, John 106

CLINCH River 26

COHOON, Archibald 121, 125, 129

Ava, 128; Charity, 116, 127, 128, 129, 131; Daniel, 22, 37; David, 37, 96; David Green, Darby, Debora, 129; Elizabeth, 129, 130; Joel, 19-21, 23, 37, 120, 128; Revolutionary War service of, 129; John, 37, 127, 128, 130, 131, 162, 163; will of, 128; Mary, 128, 131; Micajah, 127, 129; Naomi (Futrell), 129; Nathan, Penelope, Polly, 129; Priscilla, 128, 130, 131; Priscilla (Flowers), 127, 130, 131; Robert, Ross, Rowland, 129; Samuel, 131; Samuel, Jr., 129; Sarah, 129, 131; Simon, 128 129; Solomon, Treasy, 129; William, 127, 131

COKEY Swamp 116

COLEMAN, Alfred B. 89

Thomas W., 78

COLSON, Bathsheba (Futrell) 37

Mary (Polly) Ann, 49; Nancy, 37; Sanders, 95

COLLINS, Henry, Henry Jr. 159

CONYERS, John 76

COOK, Joel 74

CORAWOAK, Brick church at 135

CORBIN, Francis 127

CORNWALLIS. General 16

COTTEN, Charles 158

Christian, Henry, James, Solomon, Theophylus, 155; Thomas, 155, 156; Rev. William, 156

COWAND, Ephriam 44, 45, 49

Mary, 37, 49; Nancy, 49

COWPENS, battle of 14

CRAB ORCHARD, Tenn. 27

CRAIG, Isabel 37

John, 19-22, 37, 86; Nancy, 49; Sarah, 37

CRAIG’s Branch 20

CRICKETT. John Jr. 69

CROCKER. Peter 158

CROFFORD, Arthur 159

CROMWELL, Oliver 132

CROSHAW, Joseph 57

CULVERHOUSE. E. 77

CUMBERLAND Gap 26

CUMBERLAND RIVER 20, 27

CUNNINGHAM, Mary 91

CURRITUCK County, N.C. 97



D

DABNEY, A.S. 131

DALE, Miss Evelyn 8

DANSFORTH, Dr. William R. 76

DARDEN, Ann, Joseph 80

Susanna, 69; Tempy, 80

DAUGHERTY, Joseph 163

Robert E. C., 78

DAVIDSON County, Tenn. 97

DAVIS, Sarah 149

DAWSON, Hannah 59

Henry and Martha, 61; John, 155; Sarah, 61

DELIVERANCE, a pinnace 53

DEMENT, Abraham, Allen, Cader 104

Charles, 69, 71, 104; Charles, II, Charlotte, 104; Elizabeth, James, 105; John, 104; Sarah, 105; Selah (Thomas), 71, 104; Sereany, 105

DEVILS Islands 52

DEW, Elizabeth (Shearer), John 154

Patience, 155; Sarah, 153, 154; Col. Thomas, 154

DEY, Mrs. Walter 135

DICKINSON, Jeremy 130

DIXON, James 22

John, 109; Joseph, 159; William 149

DOCKERY, Mrs. Beverly 34

DONALDSON Creek, Ky. 13, 21, 29

Baptist Church, 20, 37; valley, 21, 115

DONOHO, Capt. Thomas 14

DORMAN, Mitchell 159

DOVER, Stewart Co., Tenn. 32

DOWNING, George 158

DOZIER, Dennis 98

DRIVER, Edward 151

Elizabeth (Bridger), 167; G., 105; Giles, John, Robert of Arlington, 167

DRY Creek church 37

DUNBARTON County, Scotland 129

DUNCAN, George 99, 100

Harriett, John, 99; Martha Ann, 90; Penina (Skinner, Ethridge), 100

DUNN, Avie 89

DUNNING, Mary 100

Shadrach, 74

DURSLEY, Parish of 167



E

EASON, Abner 72, 75, 80

Edward, 53; Joseph, 72, 74, 75

EASON’S Mill 75

EASTWOOD, James 162

EDENTON Dist., Camden Co., N. C. 97

EDGECOMBE County, N. C. 24, 32, 116

155, 158

EDINBURGH, Scotland 35

EDMONSTON, John 20

EDWARDS, Benjamin 69, 107

John, Tabitha, William Sr., 107

EISENHOWER, Pres. Dwight D. 138

ELDER, William 121

ELEY, Robert 72

ELIOT, George D. 75

ELIZABETHTON, Tenn 25, 116

ELM CITY, Wilson Co., N.C. 24

ELON, C. 125

ETHRIDGE, Amos 97

David T., 92, 97; David T., Jr., 99; John, 97-99; Margaret, 92; Margaret (Peggy), 97; Mary, 99; Patsy, (Peggy, Margaret) 98, 99; Penina (Skinner), 92, 97, 98; Polly, 98, 99; Sarah L. (Sally), 87, 97-99; William, 99

EWING, Young 18

EXTER College, Gloucester 167



F

FARMER, Dillla (Mitchell) 83

FAULKNER, Rev. E. C. 42

FISHING CREEK, N.C. 116, 155, 158

FLEMING, John 159

FLETCHER, John 98

FLOWERS, Ann, Christopher 131

Elizabeth, 129; Hardy, 130; Henry, 128, 130, 131; Isaac, 127; Jacob, 130, 131; Jane (Underwood), 130; John, 130, 131; Priscilla, 129, 131; Samuel, 131

FOLK, William 128

FORD’S Creek 20

FOREMAN, James 69, 107

James T., 108

FORREST, Gen. N. B. 124

FORT, Elias, and wife Olive 158

FORT Nashboro, Tenn. 24

Patrick Henry. 25

FRANKFORT, Ky. 117

FRENCH Broad River 26

FRITH, Elizabeth 107

FRIZZELL, Susannah (Portis) 61, 62

FULLER, James 105

FUTRELL, Amey 96

Barsheba (Bathsheba), 95; Cassandra Jemima, 90; Charity, 37, 96; Charlotte, Clarissa, 96; Cullen, 84, 86; Daniel, 128; Dellum, 96; Elizabeth, 86, 95, 96; Faithy 49, 96; Hansel, 131; Joel, 120, 123; John 20, 37; Martha, 95, 96; Mary Jane 89; Mrs. Mary, 109; Nathan, 20, 37, 96; Naomi, 128; Permela, 96; Rebecca, 96, 129; Sarah (Bittle), 49, 86, 95; Saunders, 131; Selethia, 120; Shadrach, 19-22, 36, 95; Silas, 96; Thomas, 49, 86, 95, 96; William R., 90; Winborne, 131



G

GALLATIN, Tenn. 29, 116

GARDNER, James A. 74

W. S., 78

GARTER, Order of 113

GATES, Sir Thomas 51

GEE, James 152

GILES, Jane 107

GILLIAM, Mrs. M. B. 8

GLOUCESTER, Cannon of 164

cathedral of, 168; college of, 167; town, 132, 164

GODALMING Parish, Gloucester 165

GODWIN, William 156

GOLDSBOROUGH, John, Rebecca 164

GOODWIN, Thomas 143

GOOSE CREEK, Smith Co., Tenn. 29, 108

GOSSINGTON HALL 166, 167

land of, 164

GOWER, Elisha 98

GRANVILLE, Earl of 127, 158

GRAY, Capt. James 96

GRAYBLE, Stevens 72

GREEN RIVER, lands south of 17, 117

GREEN SPRINGS 134

GREENE, Gen. Nathaniel 14, 129

GREER, Alexander, Amy B. 108

Andrew, 29, 69, 108, 110; Anderw II, 107, 108; Andrew W., Archibald O., David B., Elihu H., Jane G., 108; Joseph, 108, 110; Marjorie W., Mary V., Matilda G., Ruth T., 108; Sarah (Thomas), 29, 78, 83, 108

GRESHAM, Nannie 124

GREY Friars, Church of 113

GRIFFITH, Elizabeth Herbert 113

GWIN, E. 77

GUILFORD Court House, battle of 14

GUL, Meirchion 112

GULLY, John 158

GUTHRIE, Ky. 117

GWIN, Mill 79

GWYLIM, Robert ap 114



H

HALIFAX County, N.C. 116, 158

district, 160

HALEY, William 163

HALL, Zachariah 105

HALLUM, Carolina, Elizabeth 76

HAMILTON, Mary 7, 109

James, 18, 23

HANBERRY, Daniel 41

HANSBORO, Susan Jefery 76

HARGROVE, George 22

Sarah, 37

HARMAN, Ann 110

Indah, 74

HARRIS, Reuben 34

Thomas, 160

HARRISON, William 60, 70

Gen. William Henry, 95

HARVEY, Giles 164

Sir John, 60

HAYWOOD, Egbert 127

HAZE, Lucy 72

HENDERSON, Henry 127

HENRICO County, Va. 56, 134

HENRY, David, Eli, Elizabeth, Freeman, Joseph, Peyton Richard, Robert 75

Robert Jr., 73, 74, 75; Salley (Thomas) 74, 75; Thomas, 75

HENRY VII, King 114

HERBERT, Elizabeth 113

HICKS, Benedict 167

Sarah Ann, 96; Sarah (Bridger) 167

HICO, Tenn. 78

HILL, Elizabeth 59

HILL, Major Nicholas, Sylvester 59

Thomas, 60

HILLIARD, William 158

HILLSBORO, N.C. 161

HINSON, Mrs. Ruby Thomas 8

HISSONG, Joseph 76

HIXON, Mary Elizabeth, Minerva, Thomas A. 124

HOBBY, Jacob 158, 159

Jemima, 159

HOBSON, Francis 65

HODGES, Jack 96

HOG CREEK, Va. 68

HOGAN, JOHN B. 100

HOLLAND, Basil 19-21, 37, 40, 92

Joel, 74; Joseph, 73, 74, 80; Margaret, 37; Mary Magadlene, 73; Sarah, 69, 73; Whitmell, 22

HOLSTON River 25, 116

HOPKINSVILLE, Ky. 29, 86

HOPKINS County, Ky. 95

HORN, Henry 67

HOUSE, George 67

John, 77

HOWARD, Mary Thorpe 106

HUDNALL, Robert 160

HUGHES, Mrs. John 7

HUISE, Mary 155

Richard, 155

HUNGAR’S Creek, Va. 156

HUNTER, Mary 129

William, 129

HUNTINGDON, Tenn. 78

HUNTSVILLE, Ala. 105

HURST, Gloucester 167

HUSSPUSS, George 159

HUTTS, Mary E. 122



I

INGRAM, Mrs. Elizabeth (Pugh) 90

T.M., 121

INMAN, Joseph 8

IRWIN, Andrew 159

ISLE OF WIGHT County, Va. 59, 132, 135, 138



J

JACKSON, Gen. Andrew 96

president, 27, 78

JAMES CITY County, Va. 138

JAMES River 50, 134

JAMESTOWN, Va. 50, 111, 134

JENKINS, Isaac 72

JERNEW, M. 57

JILLSON, Willard Rouse 23

JOHNSON, Benjamin 130

Charlotte, 95; Mary, 130, 131; Thompson, 84, 86

JOHNSTON, Hugh 8, 66

JONES, Thomas 7, 80

JONES, William Henry 96

JORDAN, Elizabeth 135

Priscilla, 59

JUGLES, James 151



K

KEARNEY, Elizabeth 61

KEE, John 159

KEEN, Penelope 94

KENNEDY, Drucilla (Carter, Thomas) 87

Dunning, 34; William, 87

KENTUCKY County, Va. 16

KENTUCKY, Mounted Volunteer Militia 95

15th state, 17

KESAI, (Cashie) Swamp 63

KIELL, Ezakiah 68

KILLABREW, Lawrence 22

KILPATRICK, Humphrey of 129

KINCADE, Ruth 109

KINCHEN, William 158

KING, Charles II 74

Etta Kirk Crowder, 80

KING’S Mountain, battle of 14

KINGSTON, Tenn. 25

KOCH, Mrs. Adam 7



L

LAKE BARKLEY 98

LAMON, Duncan 160

LANCASTER, Bathsheba 49

Edmond, 49; Elizabeth, Faithy Louise, Joseph Barnes, 49; Levi, 22, 45, 49, 96; Lucretia, Polly, Sallie Ricks, Samuel, Wiley, William Dorsey, 49

LAND GRANTS South of Green River 117

LANE, Thomas, agent 144

LANDES, Col. Daniel 94

LAURENS County, S.C. 20

LAWRENCE, Alfred 109

Elizabeth, 93, 109,124; Ezekiel, 122; Humphrey, 42, 109; James, 69, 74, 109, 122; Jim, 36; Mary, 61, 62, (Polly), Matilda, Robert, Sarah F., Selah (Celie), 109; Temperance, 122

LEAR, Thomas 143

Tom, 150

LEE, Braxton 98

LEICESTER, near Bosworth 113

LEWIS, Capt. Henry R. 95

LIGHT, Emily Ann 91

Sarah Elizabeth, 90; Peter (Pete), 42

LIGHTFOOT, J. C., Clerk 149

LINCOLN County, Tenn. 108, 110

LINDSAY, Caleb 19, 20, 23, 37

Carlton, 20, 37; Elizabeth, 37; James, 20, 22; Josiah (Joshua) 20; Mary, 37; Sophia, 37; Sterling, 37

LINTON Lodge No. 575

A. F. & A. M. 88

LITTLE RIVER 85

LOGAN County, Ky. 13

LONG SWAMP 116, 158

LOOKING GLASS Swamp 158

LOWER DONALDSON School 45

LOWER NORFOLK County, Va. 95, 135



M

MABRY, J. B., Robert 18

MacKENNIE, Barnaby 130

Sarah, 59

MADISON County, Ala. 105

MADISON, George 18

MAGDALEN College 164

MALLORY, John 37

MAPLE GROVE 31, 115

Baptist church at, 42; school, 46, 48

MARSHALL, Elizabeth 59, 60, 62

Henry, 56; Humphrey, 59, 60

MARTIN, E. H. 77

Eliza Anne, 91; Emeline, 124; Gov. Alexander, 15, 128, 161; Hal Greer, 108; John, 121; Peachie Ann, 91; Thomas L., 108; William L., 108

MASHBURN, Sarah 37

William, 22

MASSINGALE, George 162

MATTHEWS, Thomas 114

McAdoo, Enoch (Nuck) 76

R.E. (Bob), 76

McCRACKEN, Bill 78

McDANIEL, James 80

McKENZIE, Tenn. 78

McKINNEY, Matthew 87, 90, 93

McKENNIE, Sarah 59

McLEAN, Thomas 37

McNATT, Benjamin 98

MEEKS, Mollie 93

MEHERRIN RIVER, Bertie Co., N.C. 152, 158

MELTON, Richard 64

MEMPHIS & Ohio Railroad, 76

MIDDLE Plantation (Williamsburg) 61

MILL Branch, N. C., 77

swamp, 158

MILLER, Christopher 49

Inez, 91; W. K., 77

MITCHELL, Harriett 109

Jonas, 94; Nancy J., 99

MONTGOMERY County, Tenn. 117

MOORE, Edward 68

Thomas O., 94

MORRATOCK (Roanoke) River 67

MORRIS, William 74

William Jr., 74

MURRY, James 105

Samuel, 105



N

NANCE, Benjamin Bedford, Elizabeth 107

Joel, 106, 107; Lilbon L. W., Lucy Ann, Marshall T., 107; Mary, 104, 106; Mary T., 107; Paschal, Prior, Richard, 106; Thaddeus T., 107; Thomas, William, 106; William T., 107;

NANSEMOND County, Va., 13, 59, 63

NARVIE, Mattie 94

NASH County, N. C. 116, 160

NASHVILLE & Northwestern Railroad 76

NEVILL, J. B. 98

NEW ORLEANS, battle of 96

NEWPORT, Capt. Christopher 50

NEWTON, Robert 130

NICHOLAS, Gruffyd 112

NOE, Ruth 89

NOELL, Washington 76

NORSWORTHY, Elizabeth 143, 147, 170

John, Tristrum, 147

NORTHAMPTON County N. C. 19, 86, 96, 156, 158

NORTH Carolina Troops 160



O

OAK GROVE, Baptist church 41

school, 45

OBION County, Tenn. 95

OER, Cynvarch 112

OGLETHORPE, Katherine, Margaret. Sarah, Thomas 59

OLD BRICK CHURCH, (St. Luke’s) 135

OLIVE’S LANDING, (Linton), Ky. 31

O’NEAL, John 158

ORANGE County, Va. 19

ORMES, Samuel 69

OROPEAK Swamp 64

OUTLAND, Elizabeth 49

OUTLAW, Ralph 71, 74, 75, 82

David, 70, 71

OXFORD, Magdalen College of 164



P

PAGE, Mrs. Os 34

PARKER, Elizabeth 64

PATE, Richard L. 78

PATIENCE, a pinnace 53

PATTERSON, Rev. George A. 41

PEARCE, Hardy 158

PEE DEE Road 107

PEMBROKE, Earl of 114

PENDER, Joseph 156

PERRIN, William Henry 20, 32

PERRY, John 64

Issaac, 75; Margaret, 82; Micajah, agent, 144; Prudence, Samuel, 82; Perry & Lane, London, 144

PETERSON, J. W. 106

PHILIP, Nicholas ap 112

PITT, Hester 133, 170

Col. Robert, 132, 150, 168; Thomas, 133, 168

PITTENGER, Martin 160

PLEASANTS, John 144

PLYMOUTH, England 50, 111

Plymouth Rock, 50

POCOHONTAS, Princess 60

POLK, William 163

PORT Royal, Tenn. 117

PORTIS, John 61

POSEY, Roseanna 105

POTICASA Creek 158

POTOMAC River 60

POWELL, Henry 74, 77

John, Sarah, 129

POWHATAN, Chief 60

PRINCE GEORGE County, Va. 33

PRITCHARD, Christopher 22, 37, 44

Herbert, 70, 80; Jonathan, 77; Keziah, 74; Mary (Pitchard), 72; Nancy, 109; William, 121

PROCTOR, Gen. Henry A. 95

Jesse, 163; Joshua, 160

PUGH, Sarah F. 90



Q

QUEENS Creek, Va 57

QUIT Rent roll, Nansemond County, Va. 63



R

RADFORD Ruben 109

RADNORSHIRE, Wales 111

RANDALL, Ann 139

Somerset, 167

RAY, Worth S. 62

REID, James Henry 97

Margaret Jane, 93, 97; Martha (Vinson), Matthew H., 96; William Carroll, 97

RHEGED, Urien 112

RHODES, Robert Wiley 34

RICHARD III, King 113

RICHMOND, Earl of 113

RICKS, Isaac 23

James, 161; Jonathan, 20; Richard, 130

ROACH, Celia Anne 76

ROANOKE Island 50, 134

river, 14, 64

ROARING Springs 106, 107

ROCKY Mount, N. C. 116, 157

ROBERTSON, Catherine 104

county, Tenn., 117

ROBINSON, Jonathan 59

Martha, 61

ROCKFISH River, Va. 68

ROGERS, Benjamin, Jonathan 49

Martha Jane, 122; Mary Forrest 91; Michael, 61; Nancy Jane, 90

ROLFE, John 60

ROSS, Charles 34

Thomas, 37

ROTHROCK, Emily J., John J., Noah W. 103

Sarah (Thompson) 93, 103

ROUNDTREE, Jesse 69

RUFFIN, Faith, William 156

RUTHERFORD County, Tenn. 104

RUTTER, Mrs. Sally (Farmer) 34

RYAN, Frances 37

Mary M. (Nance), 106; William, 37



S

St. GEORGE’S CHAPEL 113

St. LUKE’S (Old Brick) Church, restoration 135

SAMPSON County, N. C. 80

SAND Hill Swamp 64

SANDERS, John 59

SCHOOL, first on Donaldson 44

SEA VENTURE, ship 50, 111

SHAKESPEARE, William 51

SHARPE, William 56

SHELBY, Evans 98

Gen. Isaac, 95; academy, 19, 85; creek, 98; spring, 98

SHEPHERD, Col. Abraham 14

SHOLAR, Allen 21-22, 37, 97, 105-106, 120, 122-123; Alpha, 123; Anna, 105; Benjamin, 22, 69, 72, 105-106, 122; Benjamin Jr., 105; David, 122; Drewry Bridges, 123; Elizabeth, 102, 105, 122; Emily, 122; Isaac, Jacob, James, 105; Jemima, 120; Jemima (Bridges), 123; John, 74; Joshua, Laodicea (Thomas) 22, 122; Peyton, 97, 123; Pollie, 122; Rachael, 105; Sarah, 105, 106, 122; Thomas, William, 105, 122

SHOWLER, Dicey 105

SIKES, James, Sarah (Sholar) 106

SIMS, William 159

SIMONS, Wm. 65

SKINNER, Collum 96

Elizabeth, 98; Elizabeth (Ethridge) 99; Joshua, 19; Nathan, 98; Samuel, 161, 163; Samuel, Jr., 161

SKINNER’S Ferry, Tenn. 32

SLIMBRIDGE, Gloucester, England 137, 164

Parson of, 165; rectory of, 164

SMITH County, Tenn. 27, 117

SMITHFIELD, Va. 135

SMYTHE, John, of Nibley 137, 164, 167

SNELL, Harry 80

SOLOMON, Rena Dill 103

SOMERS, Sir George 51

SOUTHAMPTON County, Va. 130

SOUTH WEST Point, Tenn. 26

SPARKS, Rachel Elritta 76

SPENCER’S Hill 27

SPIER, William 158

SPIVEY, Alice 61, 63

George, 63, 69; James, 69; John, 65; Joshua, 69, 80, Kaleb, Kaleb, Jr., 80; Littleton, 67

SPRINGFIELD, Tenn. 117

SPRING Gardens, Ill. 100

SPURLIN, Rev. J. H. 42

STALLINGS, Penny 49

STANDIFORD, Robert 158

STANDLEY, Abrilla 77, 78

Arabella, 94; Ann, 95; David, 23; Edmund, 82, 94, 95; Edmund Jr., Jerusha, 94; Jonathan, 23, 94, 95; Margaret, 94; Mary, 14, 15, 69, 82, 94; Perry, 74, 77, 78, 94; Sarah (Sally), 94; Thomas, 95; William, 94

STATION, Elizabeth 64, 68

STEPHENS, D. H., 77

STEVENSON, Grace 158

William, 158

STEWART County, Tenn. 96

STOKES, Jonas 158

STONE Mountains 25

STRACHEY, William 51

STROUD, Gaines J. 76

SUGG, Anderson 64

SULLIVAN, Mrs. Edna 36

SUMNER, county, Tenn. 116

Bayliss, 41; Demsie, 157; Mrs. Eugene, 7, 49; Mrs. Herbert (Lucille), 7, 103; Isaac, 37, 95; Joel, 125

SURRY County, Va. 135, 138, 158



T

TARBORO, N. C. 24, 70, 162

TAR River 157, 158

TARPLEY, James A., Sarah H. 104

TART, Peaches Ann 124

James, Richard, 109

TAYLOE, James 74, 75

TECUMSEH, Chief 95

TENNESSEE militia, 2nd Regt. 96

16th state, 17

TERRELL, Sarah 149

THAMESVILLE, Ontario 95

THOMAS, Abrilla 77

Abiola (Absilla, Arabella, Absley) 78; Absley P., 79; Capt. A. C., 91; A.D. “Bud”, 97; Adeline, 91; Alabama Tennessee, 76; Albert, 89; Alfred, 86, 97; Alfred M., 91; Alice, 69; Alice (Spivey), 64, 67; Alice (Eales), 67; Allison W., 8, 42, 89; Alpha, 89; Alta Zary, 78; Amanda, 78; Amanda Jane, 93, 96, 97; Ann, 64, 67, 68; Arabella (Bell), 78; Barnaby, 61; Benjamin Franklin, 89; Bluford, 91; Burnetta, Calvin Pinkney, 76; Carroll, 93, 100; Charity, 64, 65, 69; Chilton Allen, 90; Christian, 59; Clerry (Clarissa), 78, 79, 88; Cullen, 21, 24, 32, 33, 35, 40, 83-87, 95, 96, 121; Darden, 80; Dicea (Bazemore), 34; Dilla (Mitchell, Farmer), 86; Dorothy, 57, 59, 60; Eales (Alice), 65; Edd C., 41; Edison H., 30, 162; Edward, 68, 133; Edwin C., 92; Elisha, 61; Eliza Jane, 90; Elizabeth, 59-61, 63, 67 68, 76, 120; Elizabeth (Burradell), 77; Elizabeth Frances, 76; Elizabeth (Futrell), 37, 87; Emeline, 76, 87; Etna, 90; Eva, 114; Evan, 59; Eli, 73; Ezekiel, 14, 35, 69, 70, 71, 73-76, 80, 82, 88; Ezekiel, Jr., 22, 33, 45, 73, 75, 77-80, 88; Ezekiel, III, 76; Ezekiel, land division of, 74; signature, 81; Fanny, 34; Francis M. (Fant), 91; Frank, 78; Fulton, 79; Gabriel, 59; Gwenllian, 114; H. M., 8, 114; Haywood Bledsaw, 76; Henry Clay, 94; Humphrey, 59; James, 7, 18, 19, 25, 26, 31-33; 45, 72, 73, 163; deed to sons, 84; James Sr., 21, 84, 86, 116, 170; James Jr., 21, 24, 84, 85, 93, 99, 102, 125; James, I, 13-15, 64, 65, 67-69, 72, 73, 80, 82; will of, 70; James, II, 13-15, 17, 18, 22, 24, 27, 29, 35-37, 40, 41, 43, 45, 50, 69, 71-73, 78, 82-84, 86, 88, 94, 100, 122; James, III, 34, 36, 41, 92, 107; James IV, 87; James Burradell, 76; James Carroll, 97; James Clark, 93; James Henry, 89; James J., 41, 91; J. J., 42; James Sherrod, 68; Jacob, 64, 65, 68, Jenet (Matthews), 114; Jesse, 68; John, 6, 7, 50, 52, 56, 57, 59-63, 111, 114; John, Esq., 59; John Jr., 59, 60, 62; Mrs. John Alex, 7; John Cullen, 87; John S., 8, 36; Jonas, 64, 65, 69; Joseph, 6, 13, 59, 61-64, 67; will of, 65; Joseph Sr., 65, 67-69, Joseph Jr., 64, 65, 67; Joseph III, 67; Joseph John, 68; Josephine, 90; Josiah, 67, 68; Katherine, 59; Rev. Keidell, 41; Laodicea, 15, 69, 72, 73, 104, 105; Lawrence Buckley, D.D., 111; Lindsey, 30; Louise Anna, 78; Luke, 14, 64, 65, 67-71, 73-75,; Luke Sr., 77, 80; Luke, signature of, 80; Luke Jr., 22, 33, 75; Luke II, 77-80; Luke, III, 78; Luridill, 71, 72, 109; Lydia, 15, 69, 73, 104; (Liddy), (Lidda), 71; Malinda, 34; Margaret, 102; Marke, 59; Martha, 68; Mary, 24, 27, 32, 33, 61, 64, 67, 68, 87, 92; Mary Anne, 76; Mary (Bridges), 90; Mary Jane, 91; Mary (Standley), 13, 37, 78, 83, 86, 122; Matilda W., 68; Matt, 78; Matthew L. (Matt), 76; Michael, 59, 63-69; Mourning, 59; Nancy, 68; Odell, 41; Olen Ray, 7, 102; Ora (Bridges), 2, 30, 102; Peachie Ann, 76, 91; Perry, 8, 21, 24, 32, 33, 36, 40, 41, 44, 45, 83, 85, 88, 89, 92, 120-122, 126; signature of, 101; Perry Sr., 100; Perry Jr., 90; Perry C., 91; Peyton, 36, 41, 43, 45, 87, 99; Phillip, 59, 61; Phillip, Jr., 59; Phoebe, 61; Pollie, 93; Polly, 120; Priscilla, 59; Ralph, 68; Ranson, 34; Rebecca, 60; Sir Rhys ap, 111, 113; Richard, 59-62; Richard, Jr., 59; Robert, 59; Robert B., 94; Robert Ezekiel, 79; Robert Henry, 93, 125; Robert Meredith, 8, 79; R.S., 146; Rufus, 77; (Rufe), 79; Rufus K., 89; Sallie Jacqueline, 89; Sarah, 15, 59, 61, 69, 73, 83, 104, 107; Sarah Adelle, 94; Sarah (Barnes), 13-15, 73, 82; Sarah (Holland), 74, 80; Sarah (Sally), 76; Selah, 69, 73, 104; Simon, 59; Stanley, 32, 33, 42, 83, 85, 93, 121, 125; Stanley II, 91; Starkey, 85, 120; Starkie, 21, 24, 33, 36, 40, 41, 86, 90, 92, 125, 126; Starkie A., 91; Starkie Dupey, 90; Suphrona C., 76; Susanna (Darden), 80; Tabitha, 68; Temperance, 24, 32, 78, 79, 83, 88; Thomas E., 81; Virginia Ann, 124; W. B., 42; William, 34, 59, 80, 132; William Jr., 59; William, B., 90; William C., 87; William S., 89; Winfield Scott, 90, 100; Zadock, 33, 34

THOMPSON, J. E. 121

Jim, 78; Moses, 93, 121; William, 75

TIBBOTH, Richard 143

TISDALE, Renissen 127

TOBACCOPORT, Tenn. 32, 98

TRAYWICK, William H. 76

TRIGG COUNTY, Ky. 44, 61, 75, 171

schools of in 1884, 43

TURNER, F. W. 77

William J., 90

TYANCOCA Swamp, N. C. 6, 116

127, 160, 162, 163



U

USHER, Victoria, Josephine 107

UPTON, Captain 133

UPPER Donaldson School 45

UPPER Norfolk County, Va. 135



V

VICKSBURG, Miss. 100

VINSON, Bayliss Print 93, 96

Edmond James, 96, 97; Ezekiel, 100; Frances Etna, 97, 123; Frances (Wills), 93, 100; Harriett, Henry, James C., 96; Jim H., 97; Martha, Mary Ann, 96; Mary Jonathan, Nancy Ann, 97; Thomas, 87, 96; Thomas Allison, 96, 123

VIRGINIA Company, 3rd supply of 51



W

WALLIS, Wilson 44

WALTON Road, Tenn. 26, 116

Capt. William, 27

WASHINGTON, Gen. George 16

WATAUGA settlement 26, 29, 108

WATFORD, Mary 94

WATSON, Samuel 18, 20

WATTS, Eliza 149

WESTON, Elizabeth 74

WHITEACRE, Sarah 94

Whitemell, 15, 82

WHITEHEAD, Arthur 130

WHITE Marsh 134

description of, 144; furnishings at, kitchen of, 145

WHITLEY, Mary M. 151

WHITNESS, Thomas 68

WHITTINGTON of Bitten, Gloucester 167

WILBURN, John 60

WILCORE, George 18

WILDCAT Swamp 158

WILES, Helen 123

WILLIAMS, Arthur 68; Dudley, Rev. 37, 75, 96, 123; Lemuel, 100; Col. William, 95

WILLIAMSBURG, Va. 57, 134

WILLIAMSON, George 143

WILLS, Ann, Barbara 99

Frances (Frankie), 100; George W., 99; Harriett (Duncan), 100; Joseph P., 99; Joseph P. Jr., Margaret (Mary Allis), 100; Menan, 68; Phillip P., 99; Richard, 100; Sarah, 99





Illustrations Index

BRIDGER, Coat of Arms 11

Joseph, Sr., Sketch of home, 132

BRIDGES. Drury, original homesite 119

land certificate, 118; Mary (Thomas), portrait, 125; William’s homesite, 125

COAT OF ARMS, Bridger 11

Thomas, 10

COVERED WAGON, James Thomas heading west, sketch of 24

CASHIE RIVER, fishing on, sketch 73

scene at, 70

CHURCH, Donaldson, sketch of 35

Godalming, photo of, 166; sketch of, 164; Slimbridge, photo of 166

DONALDSON, church minutes of 1851

business meetings 38

original church membership roll, 39; creek, boat on, 30; valley, map of, 21.

DELIVERANCE, replica of at Bermuda. 53

FISHING CREEK, scene at 157

GODALMING CHURCH, Gloucester 166

sketch, 164

HOLSTON RIVER, sketch of raft on 82

JAMESTOWN, replica of original fort 55

KNIGHT on horseback, sketch of 111

LOG CABIN in Virginia, sketch of 57

MAPS, Donaldson Valley 21

England and Wales, 54; Thomas-Bridger Country in Virginia and North Carolina, 172; route from North Carolina to Kentucky, 28

OLD BRICK CHURCH, Smithfield, Va., exterior and interior 136

PLOW, sketch of early day 63

PLANTATION home, sketch of on Cashie River 67

WILSON, Benjamin 18, 22

John, 20, 120; Sarah, 37

WIMBERLEY, Aurora 90

Jacqueline, 96, 97; Mary E., 96

WINDSOR, England 113

North Carolina, 13

WOODMANCOTE, Samuel Bridger home 168

Parish of Dursley, 167

WOODS, Thomas, 106

WOOKWICK. England 50, 111

WOORRILL, John W. 153

WOORY, Mrs. Elizabeth 143

WOODWARD, Col. Thomas 124

WORCESTER, battle of 130

WORMELEY, Christopher 144

WRIGHT, Pleasant G. 76

Joseph, 69

WYNNS, John 66

XYZ

YELVERTON, Elizabeth, John 158

YORK County, Va. 57

river, 56

YORKTOWN, Va. 14

YOUNG, Adam 20

Andrew, 159; Richard, 18; Sarah, 37

PIONEER on cliff en route to Kentucky 115

QUEENS CREEK, Virginia 58

REVOLUTIONARY WAR, certificate of William Bridgers 161
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SCHOOL, books and bell, sketch 43
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SEA VENTURE, sketch of under sail 50

SHIP, at dock on James River 147

SISTERS of James Thomas, II, sketch of 104

SLIMBRIDGE Church, photo of 166

THOMAS, Coat of Arms 10

Cullen, homestead, portrait of, 87; Ezekiel and Luke, gravestones in Carroll County, Tenn., 79; James II, original home of, (frontispiece), 2; receipt for land, 19; James, Jr., homestead, portrait of wife, Margaret, 93; John, 1649 land patent, 58; Perry, homestead, portrait of, 89; Starkie, homestead, portrait of, 91

TOBACCO plants, sketch of 127

TYANCOCA SWAMP, scene, sketch of 152
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NOTE: (See page 108)—The James
and Lydia (Thomas) Lawrence fam-
ily bible, found in 1974, contains
this dimly-written nolation: “‘Ben-
jamin Sholar departed this life 3 day
of March 1803."” It Is presumed that
he died in North Carolina. Birth
dates of the Lawrence children list-
ed on page 109 are also from thir
blble.—Author.
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THE JAMES THOMAS HOME

Pictured in 1886 when it was occupied by Peyton Thomas, son
of Cullen and grandson of JYames. After his death it was sold
to a Futrell descendant. The original log portion, built in
1806, is at left. This reproduction is from a tintype made by
Ora (Bridges) Thomas, the “author’s mother, when she was 17
years old. The structure was demolished in the spring of 1971
but the original logs were saved.
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CULLEN'S original cabin and stone chimney, built ahout 1812,
stands today as part of this home on the south side of Donaldson
Creek. Log portion has been boarded over for many years. The
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‘‘Uncle Perry sick, went to see him after dinner."” On May 13, she stated merely, "*Uncle
Perry is worse," and she wrote the same entry agaln on May 23. There was no further
comment however untit July 1886 when she wrote this entry in her diary: "Perry
Thomas dled July 14, 1886 and was burled July 15, 1886. He dled on Wednesday and

wine aiviod nn Thriireeday "
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ON THIS SITE William Bridges, son of Drury, built his house,
part of original building stood until comparatively recent
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5. Trlgg County Deed Book C, page 386. Original in collection of Qien Ray Thomas
Mayfield, Ky. Deeds made to Stanley, Cullen, Starkie and Perry, are also recorded In
Book C, Pages 387-392.

6. This graveyard Is located one-fourth mite south of Donaldson Creek in a grove of trees
makhind te Ariainal hamoaelta af Crillers Thormac
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ON SITE of Starkie’s home is this house built by Starkie
A., a son, about 1896. Part of the original home howaever,
stood until 1821 It ic now owned and accunied by da.
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